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CANINE  MADNESS. 


By  R.  J  A  M  E  S,  M.  D. 
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Solet  autem  ex  eo  vulnere,  ubi  parum  occurfum  eft 
aquae  timer  nafei,  'vfyotpogi&v  Graeci  appellant :  Miferri- 
mum  genus  morbi :  in  quo  fimul  aeger  et  fiti  et  aquae 
metu  crucxatur  ;  quo  oppre/Tis  in  angufto  fpes  eft. 
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T  O 

his  GRACE  the 

£>  U  K  E  OF  KINGSTON, 
NarQuis  of  Dorchester, 

EARL  OF  KINGSTON, 


VISCOUNT  NEWARK, 
Baron  Pierrepont,  of  Holme  Pierrepont, 
Lieutenant  General  of  his  Majefty’s  Forces, 

AND 

-  -  / 

Knight  of  the  Moft  Noble  Order  of  the  Garten* 


My  Lord, 


ADdresses  of  this  kind  to  per- 
fonages  of  diftinguiffied  rank, 
are  the  more  difficult,  as  from  time 
immemorial  they  have  turned  upon 


Pa~ 


n.  DEDICATION 

panegyric,  as  nearly  allied  to  flattery, 
as  flattery  is  to  falfhood. 

These,  however,  I  {hall  endea¬ 
vour  to  avoid  ;  becaufe  the  one  is  as 
fatal  to  delicacy,  as  the  other  is  to 
honour  and  innocence. 

What  intreafes  the  diftrefs  is, 
that  every  excellence  a  perfon  is  re¬ 
ally  in  pofleflion  of,  ceales  to  be 
the  objedt  of  his  ambition,  as  it  is 
fhmiliarifed  by  habit  ;  fo  that 
iome  imaginary  virtue  muft  be 
found,  which  is  hire  to  have  a  better 
effect,  as  it  carries  the  appearance  of 
a  difeovery,  and  adds  the  pleafure 
©f  novelty  to  that  of  vanity. 

1  was- 


t 
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ifl 

I  was  therefore  to  find  out  a  pa¬ 
tron,  who  neither  wanted,  nor  ex¬ 
pected,  this  fpecies  of  incenfe  ;  who 
had  rather  do  a  thoufand  worthy 
aCtions,  than  be  told  of  one. 

Amongst  the  cardinal  virtues, 
my  Lord,  there  is  one  which  does 
honour  to  human  nature.  It  is, 
undoubtedly,  the  gift  of  heaven ; 
an  emanation  from  the  Supreme  Be¬ 
ing;  becaufe  it  can  never  be  acqui¬ 
red,  though  it  may  be  diffembled. 
Where  poffefled,  it  adds  luftre  to 
crowns,  and  dignity  to  titles.  With¬ 
out  it,  royalty  is  tyranny;  power, 
oppreffion  ;  and  jufiice  cruelty. 
Without  it,  even  virtue  and  religion 


con- 
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v? 

Contrail  a  morofenefs,  nearly  border¬ 
ing  on  malignity i 

I  need  not  tell  your  Grace,  that 
I  mean  good-nature,  humanity,  or 
that  uni  verbal  benevolence,  which  is 
fo  ftrongly  recommended  in  Scrip¬ 
ture  under  the  name  of  Charity. 

This  I  think  much  too  limited,  if 
confined  to  the  human  race.  As  it  is 
a  free  gift,  and  inexhauftible,  it  fhould 
be  as  freely  difpenfed ;  and  the  brute 
creation  has  a  right  to  a  fhare  of  it. 

This,  my  Lord,  I  may  fafety 
aferibe  to  your  Grace,  without  de¬ 
viating  from  my  own  rules.  And  I 

flatten 
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flatter  myfelf,  you  will  have  abundant 
materials  in  the  following  fheets,  for 
the  exercife  of  this  virtue  ;  when  you 
fhall  find,  that  Canine  Madness  ad¬ 
mits  of  a  remedy  ;  though,  till  fome 
of  the  firft  of  thefe  experiments  were 
made,  from  the  infancy  cl  phyfic, 
very  few  inftances  of  recovery  have 
been  recorded,  alter  the  infection 
had  made  fufficient  progrefs  to  con- 
ftitute  even  the  very  firft  appearances 
of  a  diftemper. 

A  farther  fatisfadtion,  my  Lord, 
will  arife  from  reflecting,  that  the 
grateful,  honed,  and  fenfible  ani¬ 
mal,  which  is  partly  the  fu bleed  of 
this  T reatife,  will,  for  the  future,  be 
lefs  liable  to  the  wanton  perfections 

of 
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of  their  torturers,  who,  was  it  not 
for  the  reftraint  of  laws,  would  treat 
their  own  fpecies  with  equal  bar- 


I  am,  My  Lord, 

With  the  utmoft  Deference, 

And  moll  profound  Refpe&, 

**  I  . 

Your  Grace’s  moll  obliged, 

"  r  X  ’ 

and  molt  obedient 
Humble  Servant, 
Robert  James. 
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.CANINE  MADNESS. 


?r)O03pH  H  E  diftemper  excited  by  the 
bite  of  mad  animals  is  ufually 
E*  called  Hydrophobia ,  from  a  re- 
k.)^CM  markable  lymptom  generally, 
but  not  always,  attending  it,  which  is  a 
dread  of  water,  or  any  liquid,  and  an 
abfolute  inability  to  fwallow  a  drop  of 
it.  It  is  derived  from  two  Greek  words, 
one  of  which  imports  water ,  and  the 
other,  fear.  But  the  fymptom  is  not 
peculiar  to  the  diftemper  abovemention'd, 
though  it  is  generally  an  attendant  ;  for 

B  yvQ 
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we  meet  with  feveral  instances  of  fevers 
accompanied  with  a  dread  of  water ;  and 
this  led  C alius  Aurelianus  into  a  miftake, 
when  he  quotes  Hippocrates ,  as  mention¬ 
ing  this  fpecies  of  madnefs.  The  place  he 
alludes  to  is  in  the  firffc  book  of  the  Pror - 
r/to/a,  and  runs  thus,  ol  <ppmr%o\ 
r oi,  \pop8  xo&otTrleftMi,  TgofAwfosg.  This  is  again 
repeated  in  the  Coaca  Prcenotiones,  thus. 

Ol  QpSVlTMOl  (3g&%V7r0T0l)  Xpotpov  X&S" QC7TTQfJ<Bl/Ql)  T £0- 

xai  'r7r<z<rpoo$£s$t  By  (3p^u7roTot  he  means 
only,  as  Galen  explains  it,  thofe  who  in 
fevers  drink  very  feldom,  and  then  but  in 
fmall  quantities.  And,  by  the  whole  paf- 
fage,he  only  feems  to  infinuate,  that  thofe 
phrenitic  patients,  who  drink  but  feldom, 
and  little  at  a  time,  and  who  are  affedted 
with  any  fmall  noife,  are  fubjedt  to  tre¬ 
mors  and  convulfions. 

1  (  .  •  •.,/  l ;  -  • 

And  I  remember,  that  Hippocrates , 
fomewhere  in  his  epidemics,  ufes  the  word 
hv<ri<7upa.Tt7v,  which  Cah)US  reads  Au<r<n<ra- 
v,  and  tranilates  it  accordingly,  as  if 
it  came  from  auo ■*•«,  the  madnefs  caufed 

by 
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by  the  bite  of  a  mad  animal ;  whereas 
it  only  imports  a  great  diffolution  of  the 
body,  from  Auw,  to  diflolve. 

But  we  meet  with  modern  hiftories  of 
cafes,  where  this  fymptom  of  an  Hydro¬ 
phobia  was  very  remarkable,  without  any 
previous  bite  from  a  mad  animal.  Thus 
we  are  told,  that  a  perfon  walked  to 
Harlem  from  Leydeny  in  a  very  hot  day ; 
and  being  much  fatigued,  fell  into  a  vi¬ 
olent  fever,  attended  with  this  extraordi¬ 
nary  circumftance,  that  he  could  neither 
drink,  nor  fwallow  his  Ipittle. 

In  the  Edinburgh  Medical  Effays,  Vol.  I. 
Dr.  Waugh ,  of  Kirkleathamy  gives  a  hif- 
tory  of  a  girl,  that  had  ftrange  eonvul- 
five  fits,  upon  endeavouring  to  drink  or 
eat  any  thing.  Towards  the  end  of  the 
fit,  fhe  fell  to  the  ground  as  dead  5  but, 
in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  began  to  fpeak, 
complaining  of  an  intolerable  pain  in  her 
breaft,  and  a  weight  upon  her  fpirits,  or 
anxiety  which  fihe  could  not  exprefs ; 

B  2  and. 


4  .A  TREATISE  ON' 

if 

and,  with  her  finger,  pointed  to  the  part 

was  under  the  upper 
part  of  the  fternum,  where  it  is  joined 
with  the  clavicles.  About  two  months 
before,  fhe  had  a  quinfey,  with  a  violent 
fever ;  and,  when  it  was  expedted  every 
minute  that  fhe  would  be  fuffocated,  the 
fwelling,  about  her  throat  fuddenly  dis¬ 
appearing,  fhe  was  relieved  in  a  great 
meafure but  was  fenfible  of  a  painful 
weight  remaining  in  her  bread:,  at  the 
place  fhe  pointed  at  ;  and  from  that 
time,  deglutition  had  met  with  fome  ob- 
ftacle,  which  had  daily  grown  worfe.. 
About  three  days  after  the  Dodtor  had 

leen  her,  a  tumor  broke,  which  almoft 

* 

fuffocated  the  girl  with  the  ftench  and 
quantity  of  matter,  and  fhe  recovered. 

.  r  .  -  V 

*  ,  .  /  ’  ;  '  .  .  «  ...  • 

Very  remarkable  is  the  cafe  quoted 
by  Van  Swieten ,  from  the  Mifcellan .  Cu- 
nof.  of  a  man  about  thirty-nine  years  of 
age,  who  in  a  great  paffion  of  anger,  bit 
his  own  fore  finger,  in  confequence  of 
which  he  was,  in  twenty-four  hours, 

feized 
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feized  with  an  Hydrophobia  to  fuch  a  de¬ 
gree,  that  he  feemed  almoft  ftrangled  at 
the  mention  of  water,  and  foon  after  died 
raving.  And  it  is  not  unlikely,  that  a 
bite  from  him  would  have  produced  an 
Hydrophobia  in  another. 

1 

In'  the  Medical  Eflays  Dr.-  John  Lines 
of  Edinburgh ,  gives  a  remarkable  cafe  of 
an  Hydrophobia ,  which  I  don't  find  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  the  bite  of  a  mad  dog.  This 
was  in  a  young  gentleman,  who  was  feiz¬ 
ed  with  a  violent  pain  at  the  upper  ori¬ 
fice  of  the  ftomach ;  his  pulfe  was  much 
oppreffed,  and  very  irregular,  and  often 
intermitting,  and  his  extremities  chill'd. 
He  was  almoft  fuffocated,  fetching  heavy 
fighs,  and  very  often  looking  ghaftly, 
fpouting  out  faliva  frequently.  In  his  in¬ 
tervals  he  would  call  for  drink ;  but  the 
moment  he  faw  it,  fell  into  the  moft  fur- 
prifing  horrors,  and  as  it  approached 
him,  ftarted,  looked  frighted,  had  con- 
vulfions,  efpecially  about  the  mouth,  and 
peevilhly  put  it  away  with  his  hand  ; 

B  3  and 
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and  then*  with  an  air  that  fpoke  at  once 
both  fright  and  refentment,  he  would 
flare  after  the  drink,  and  foon  after, 
impatiently  call  for  it,  and  repeated  the 
fame  fcene  frequently.  He  was  cured  by 
repeated  bleeding. 

* 

But  a  more  recent  inftance  to  our 
prefent  purpofe  was  communicated  to  me 
by  Dr.  Dajhwood,  of  Wellin  in  Lincoln - 
Jhire ,  foon  after  it  happen’d.  William 
Goodacre ,  fervant  to  Samuel  Dajhwood* 
Doctor  of  Laws,  of  Wellin, ,  in  Lincoln - 
Jhire ,  being  at  Bath ,  the  25  th  of  March , 
1752,  was  feized  with.the  fmall  pox,  of 
a  very  mild  and  favourable  fort,  which 
turned  the  feventh  day  after  the  erup¬ 
tion,  and  went  off  in  the  mcft  deiirable 
manner.  But  about  the  fecond  day  after 
the  eruption,  he  was  feized  with  a  deli¬ 
rium,  or  phrenzy,  which  arofe  to  fuch 
an  height,  that  he  foamed  at  the  mouth, 
refufed  all  liquor,  and  endeavoured  to 
bite  the  attendants.  This  made  two  emi¬ 
nent  phyfifcians  that  attended  him  fuf- 

pedy 

* 
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pe&,  that,  befides  the  fmall  pox,  he  had 
that  diftemper  which  arifes  from  the  bite 
of  a  mad  dog.  For  this  reafoa  they  en¬ 
deavoured  to  give  him  the  Tonquin  re¬ 
medy,  but  could  not  get  him  to  take  it. 
When  the  fmall  pox  was  entirely  over, 
the  delirium  ftill  continuing  in  a  violent 
manner,  all  proper  meafures  were  ufed 
to  remove  it,  but  in  vain ;  and  at  laft  the 
phyficians  left  him  as  incurable.  In  this 
ftate  he  took  two  whole  papers  of  my 
fever  powder,  after  which  he  flept  half  an 
hour,  and  waked  in  violent  ravings.  The 
powders  having  no  vifible  operation,  he 
took  another  whole  paper  two  hours  after 
the  firft ;  after  which  he  flept  again,  and 
waked  in  the  fame  way  :  this  paper  like- 
wife  had  no  effed.  In  two  hours  after 
he  took  a  fourth  whole  paper,  which,  in 
about  half  an  hour,  operated  by  purging  : 
his  ravings,  after  this,  grew  lefs  violent, 
and  he  eat  and  drank  any  thing  they  gave 
him.  He  continued  taking  the  powders 
three  times  a  day,  for  three  or  four  days, 
after  which,  the  cataplafms  ordered  in  the 

B  4  directions 
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directions  for  taking  thefe  powders,  were 
applied  to  his  feet,  as  alfo  a  blifter  to  his 
head ;  and  upon  taking  the  powders  twice 
a  day  for  a  week  more,  he  perfectly  reco¬ 
vered  both  his  fenfes  and  his  health. 

s* 

....  I  '  ■  t  '  :  *’  :  / 

'  "  '  j_  “■  1  '  *  A  ■  '  * 

Doctor  Dafhwood  efteeming  this  cure 
worthy  the  notice  of  the  public,  ordered 
it  to  be  inferted  in  the  public  papers,  175 3 . 
Upon  enquiry  I  could  not  difeover  the 
leaft  reafon  to  believe  this  Hydrophobia  was 
caufed  by  the  bite  of  a  mad  animal,  nor 
do  I  know  that  my  powders  would  have 
cured  him  in  that  cafe. 


Ccelius  Aurelianns  feems  to  have  been 
fenfible,  that  an  Hydrophobia  was  not 
peculiar  to  the  diftemper  excited  by  the 
bite  of  a  mad  animal,  when  he  lavs  that 
“  ’tis  poffible  for  this  paffion  (an  Hydro- 
“phobia)  to  be  produced  in  the  body 

“  without 

*  Eft  praeterea  poftibile  fine  manifefta  caufa  hanc 
paftionem  corporibus  innafei,  cum  talis  fererit  ftric- 
tio  fponte  generata,  qualis  a  veneno. 

Ccdius  Aurelianns ,  Lib.  3.  Acut.  C.  6. 
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<c  without  a  manifeft  caufe  (a  bite)  when 
“  fuch  a  ftridture  as  is  obferved  from 
“  poifon,  is  fpontanioufly  generated.” 

These  cafes,  to  which  many  other 
might  be  added,  may  ferve  to  prove,  that 
an  Hydrophobia  may  be  generated  from 
caufes  independent  of  the  bite  of  a  mad 
animal.  On  the  other  hand  animals  not 
unfrequently  die  mad  in  confequence  of 
a  bite  from  another  mad  animal,  without 
any  ligns  of  terror  at  the  fight  or  ap¬ 
proach  of  water.  >  I  have  frequently  feen 
mad  dogs,  all  of  which  refufed  both  to 
drink  and  to  eat ;  but  I  never  obferved 
any  emotion  or  figns  of  dread  at  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  water,  or  any  other  liquid 
offered  them.  On  the  contrary,  I  have 
feen  a  dog  extremely  raving,  fnafch  a 
veflel  full  cf  milk  from  a  perfon’s  hand, 
in  fuch  a  manner  that  part  of  the  milk 
has  been  in  his  mouth,  and  about  his 
jaws.  And  I  have  alfo  feen  a  mad  dog  in 
his  rout  traverfe  water,  not  long  before 
he  died.  I  within  thefe  two  years,  faw 


a  young 
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a  young  man  labouring  under  all  the 
other  fymptoms  of  the  diforder,  excited 
by  the  bite  of  a  mad  dog,  who  in  my 
prefence  drank  a  glafs  of  water,  and  in  a 
very  few  days  died  mad. 

Dr.  Mead  quotes,  upon  the  authori¬ 
ty  of  a  learned  phyfician,  whom  he  does 
not  name,  three  inftances  of  this  madnefs 
proving  fatal,  without  the  lead:  dread  of 
water  attending  it.  This  circumftance 
is  of  the  more  confequence  to  be  known, 
as  the  Hydrophobia,  or  dread  of  water,  has 
ufualiy  been  efteemed  the  fureft  mark, 
and  perpetual  concomitant  of  this  dif-r 
temper}  for  this  reafon  fome  not  obfcrv- 
ing  this  chara&eriftic  in  the  animal 
whence  they  received  a  bite,  may  be  in¬ 
clined  to  believe  it  not  mad,  and  by  this 
means  footh  themfelves  into  a  fatal  fe- 
curity. 

Before  I  proceed  farther,  I  mud  take 
notice,  that  i  am  informed  bv  a  letter 
from  Colonel  Martin  of  Antigua,  a  gen¬ 
tleman 
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tleman  I  can  depend  upon,  that  no  fuch 
thing  as  a  mad  dog  was  ever  known  in 
the  Leeward  Iflands,  And  this  confirms, 
in  fome  meafure,  a  circumftance  quoted 
by  Van  Swieten  from  the  Bibliotbeque 
Raifonnee ,  which  is,  that  there  is  do  fuch 
thing  as  a  mad  dog  in  all  the  fouthern 

parts  of  America . 

* 

This  diftemper  is  certainly  attended 
with  fome  very  extraordinary  circum- 
ftances,  but  thefe  have  been  multiplied, 
and  magnified  beyond  all  verifimilitude, 
and  beyond  all  the  limits  of  truth,  as  will 
be  Ihewn  in  the  fequel.  This  is  very 
ufual  upon  many  other  fubje£ts.  A  paf- 
fion  for  the  marvellous,  and  an  itch  for 
relating  uncommon  occurrences,  have 
frequently  laid  a  foundation  for  miftake, 
exaggeration,  deceit,  and  fallhood. 

But  to  proceed,  great  difputes  have 
arofe  concerning  the  antiquity  of  the 
dropbobia  ;  and  Plutarch  is  quoted  by 
fome,  particularly  Le  Cleres  as  alledging, 

that 
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that  it  firft  appeared  in  the  days  of  Af~ 
clepiades  :  But  this  is  a  miftake,  for  Plu¬ 
tarch  only  relates  a  difpute  between  Philo 
the  phyfician,  and  IDiogenianus,  whether 
nature  could  produce  new  diftempers,  or 
not.  Athenodorus  is  quoted,  who  fays, 
that  the  -  Elephantiafis  and  Hydropho¬ 
bia  both  firft  appeared  in  the  time  of  Af- 
clepiades.  Diogcmanus  anfwers,  as  to  this 
particular,  that  the'  Hydrophobia  was 
known  to  Homer.  Plutarch  never  denies’ 
this,  but  endeavours  to  prove,  that  new 

difeafes  may  be  produced. 

.  ■  .  _ ...  ‘  ,  ’  ’  •  ,  ,• 

^  *  i  * 

.  /.  "  •  ■  t 

Ctelius  Aurelianus ,  in  order  to  prove 
the  antiquity  of  this  difiemper,  quotes  a 
paffage  out  of  the  eigthth  Iliad  of  Homer, 
where  1  eucer  calls  heel  or  y.wx,  Ari^crnr^poc ; 
tho  he  does  not  ieem  to  depend  much 
upon  it.  He  has,,  however,  omitted  feme 
ot/ier  paflages  in  the  fame  author,  which 
are,  in  my  opinion,  more  for  his  purpofe, 
and  come  fully  up  to  the  point.  Thus,, 
in  the  ninth  Iliad ,  the  artful  Ulyjes  is  in- 
trod  need  aaareiling  Achilles >  a  hero  who 
;  had 
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had  made  phyfic  a  part  of  his  ftudies,  in 
thefe  words. 

f  e  * 

— —  T xrcop  (Aiyct  cr3r':vii  (3a ZfAZXivw  ■ 

'  Maivsr  cu  zy.tv  olyXcos  tzthtvi/®?  A  it,  ooVg  n  Tin 

’A vzgcc;  ouJ'e  0sguV  xgocTSgi  $z  g  Aucra*  diduKzi/, 

In  '  the  the  thirteenth  Iliad,  HeBor  is 

*  *  * 

f  .  ,  '  V  .  .... 

again  called  xvamhs  by  Neptune, 

■  •  •  - 

i-V  Vi  -  .  -•  4  :  V-*  \  ^  i 

’  It  muft  bq  obferved,  that  AuVo-a,  Aura-w/}, 
and  a vavufyt,  properly  imply  this  particular 
fpecies  of  madnefs.  The  word  a ir<nz9  or 
At  ,7a,  is  ufed  to  lignify  the  madnefs  of 
dogs  by  Arijlotle ,  Galen ,  and  Diofcorides. 
And  Av<r<ro<JfXT©*  is  ufed  by  the  lad  mention’d 
author  to  fignify  a  man  bit  by  a  mad  dog. 
auo-cA  is  ufed  by  Are  teens  in  this  fenfe, 
and  Autt uertts  by  Plutarch  to  lignify  the 
fame  thing. 

The  diftemper  I  am  treating  of  is  in 
man  generally  excited  by  the  bite  of 
fome  animal  previoufly  mad,  and  prin^ 
cipally  from  do  medic  animals,  which 
have  the  greateft  commerce  with,  man¬ 
kind  j  and  amongd  thefe,  dogs,  cats, 

fwine* 
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fwine,  horfes,  and  even  cocks,  are  ac* 
cufed.  I  believe  it  may  be  poffible  for 
a  cock  bit  by  a  mad  animal  to  contract 
the  diflemper,  and  communicate  it  to 
man  by  pecking  him,  lo  as  to  penetrate 
beyond  the  external  fkin,  or  cuticle.  But 
that  a  wound  with  the  fjpurs  of  a  cock,, 
f  horns  of  a  bead:,  is  capable  of  pro¬ 

ducing  this  diflemper,  as  is  related  by 
authors  of  fome  weight,  and  as  is  com¬ 
monly  believed,  I  think  highly  improba¬ 
ble.  It  has  alfo  been  faid,  that  even  the 
blood  of  a  mad  dog  applied  to  the  fkin, 
or  touching  the  froth  emitted  from  the 
w™^mout<h  0f  a  ma(j  animal,  will  convey  the 
uiitemper.  But  as  many  people  have 
even  eat  the  liver  of  a  mad  dog  by  way 
of  medicine,  and  confequently  the  bile, 
without  any  injury,  I  think  the  blood  is 
not  likely  to  produce  this  efFedt.  I  was 
many  years  ago  confulted  for  a  fervant  of 
Mr.  Hortons ,  of  Catton  near  Litchfield \ 
This  man  killed  a  mad  dog  by  a  blow  fo 
violent,  that  he  received  a  conliderable 
quantity  of  blood  in  his  mouth  from  the 

wound 
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wound  he  gave  the  dog.  I  gave  it  as 
my  opinion,  that  the  infedtion  could  not 
be  propagated  that  way,  and  I  do  not  re¬ 
member  that  he  took  any  precautions. 
The  event  verified  my  prediction,  for  I 
faw  him  perfectly  well  fome  years  after, 
when  I  was  informed  no  fymptoms  of 
madnefs  had  ever  appeared.  I  have 
known  many  people,  one  particularly,  a 
whipper-in  to  Mr.  Floyers  fox-hounds, 
at  Hints ,  in  Staffordshire,  who  have  been 
daring  enough  to  open  the  jaws  of  a 
dog  forcibly,  when  actually  mad,  and 
drench  him,  without  any  fupervening  ac¬ 
cident.  But  I  am  credibly  informed, 
that  others,  who  have  tried  the  fame 
experiment,  have  fared  much  worfe ;  fo 
that  ’tis  much  better  to  avoid  fuch  fa¬ 
miliarity,  as  ’tis  certainly  attended  with 
much  danger. 

There  are  other  ways  of  receiving 
the  infedtion,  which  appear  very  extraor¬ 
dinary,  but  yet  are  very  well  attefted. 
Thus  Van  Swieten  quotes  a  cafe  from 

Pal* 
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Palmar ius>  of  a  man  labouring  under  this 
diftemper,  who,  after  mofl  earneftly  in¬ 
treating  permiffion  to  kifs  his  children 
before  he  died,  was  fuffered  to  do  itj 
and  in  confequence  of  this,  in  feven  days 
all  his  children  fell  ill  of  the  fame  diftem¬ 
per,  and  died.  In  this  cafe  ?tis  very  pofli- 
ble,  that  feme  of  the  frothy  faliva  might 
be  conveyed  to  the  lips  or  the  mouth  of 
the  children,  which  not  being  defended 
by  the  cuticle,  might  communicate  the 
contagion,  as  it  happens  with  refpedt  to 
the  venereal  poifon.  It  is,  farther,  faid, 
that  the  breath  of  a  mad  animal  received 
into  the  Lungs  of  another,  will  produce 
the  Hydrophobia .  But  I  cannot  conlider 
this  capable  of  conveying  the  contagion, 
as  I  have  feen  people  very  often,  for  many 
minutes  together,  hold  their  mouths  fo 
near  that  of  a  mad  dog,  that  it  was, 
impoflible  for  them  to  avoid  taking 
in  their  breath  at  every  infpiration,  and 
yet  no  madnefs  enfued.  I  think,  how-; 
ever,  mad  dogs  very  difagreeable  compa¬ 
nions,  and  would  by  no  means  recom¬ 
mend 
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mend  their  company  to  others.  Ccelius 
Anrelianus  mentions  a  woman,  whofe 
gown  was  torn  by  a  mad  dog,  and  who, 
upon  mending  it,  wetted  the  rent  with 
her  tongue,  in  order  to  facilitate  the 
paffage  of  the  needle.  The  confequence 
was,  that  fhe  fell  into  an  Hydrophobia  in 
three  days.  And  Hildanus  takes  notice 
of  another  woman,  who  fewing  a  rent  of 
her  garment,  torn  by  a  mad  dog,  bit  off 
the  thread,  and  three  months  after  died 
of  an  Hydrophobia .  Thefe  are  extraordi¬ 
nary  occurrences,  which  have  inclined 
fpine  to  imagine,  that  touching  the  froth 
emitted  from  a  mad  dog,  would  produce 
the  diftemper.  But  I  have  feen  a  boy's 
hand  in  the  very  mouth  of  a  mad  dog, 
holding  open  his  jaws,  in  order  to  force 
down  a  ball  of  medicine,  by  which  means 
his  whole  hand  was  covered  with  froth, 
and  yet  no  injury  enfued.  But  if  this 
froth  had  been  applied  to  any  part  de- 
ftitute  of  the  cuticle,  I  think  it  might 
have  conveyed  the  contagion  into  the 
habit. 
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Very  remarkable  is  the  ftory  related 
by  Schenckius ,  of  a  boy,  who  cleaning  a 
fword  with  which  a  mad  dog  had  been 
killed  many  years  before,  unfortunately 
cut  his  finger, '  and  thereby  contracted  an 
Hydrophobia . 

It  has  been  queftioned,  whether  eat¬ 
ing  the  flefh  of  a  mad  animal,  or  the 
milk,  can  communicate  the  contagion. 
The  liver  of  the  mad  dog  has  frequently 
been  eaten  without  injury,  which  feems 
to  determine  the  firft  in  the  negative  ;  be 
that  as  it  may,  a  caution  againft  it  could 
be  of  ufe  to  none  but  the  Chinefe ,  who 
feaft  upon  animals  which  die  fpontane- 
oufly,  dogs  not  excepted.  As  to  the  lat¬ 
ter,  I  know  that  the  milk  of  a  bitch  will 
communicate  the  infection  to  puppies, 
unlefs  it  fhould  rather  be  thought  to  be 
conveyed  by  licking  them. 

There  is  another  way  by  which  the 
contagion  may  be,  and^often  is,  propa- 
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gated.  I  have  the  moft  unqueftionable 
authority,  that  when  a  kennel  has  been 
once  much  infedted  by  the  refidence  of 
mad  dogs  in  it,  though  all  the  ftraw  is 
burnt,  the  kennel  fumigated,  and  all 
methods  taken  to  purify  it,  yet  dogs  will 
contradt  the  diftemper  a  long  time  after 
by  lying  in  it.  And  I  have  heard  the 
fox-hunters  fay,  that  the  only  way  to 
deftroy  the  contagion  is  to  let  a  flock  of 
geefe  lie  in  it  for  a  confiderable  time. 
Whatever  efficacy  this  luftration  may 
have,  it  proves,  that  it  is  commonly 
known  that  kennels  are  infedted,  and 
communicate  the  contagion. 

I  shall  endeavour  to  fhew,  that  this 
madnefs  is  nothing  more  than  the  fever 
carnivorous  animals  are  fubjedt  to,  and 
that  it  is  inoculated  into  other  animals 
that  receive  it.  And  if  fo,  dogs  and 
other  carnivorous  animals  mav  be  infedt- 
ed  by  effluvia  only,  which,  with  refpedt 
to  the  human  fpecies,  are  innocent ;  in 
the  fame  manner  as  the  fmall  pox  is  pro- 

C  2  pagated 
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pagated  from  one  man  to  another,  of 
which,  however,  dogs  and  other  animals 
are  not  fufceptible*  It  is  confirmed  by 
obfervation,  that  we  may  make  almofi: 
any  dog  run  mad,  by  keeping  him  fome 
time  without  water  ;  that  is,  give  him  a 
fever  ;  efpecially  if  at  the  fame  time  his 
aliment  is  rancid,  fait,  putrid,  and  fetid. 
And  this  fort  of  food,  together  with 
want  of  water,  a  very  hot  climate,  or 
one  fubje£ted  alternately  to  excefiive  heats 
and  immoderate  cold ;  an  extremely  hot 
and  dry  feafon  long  continued,  and  worms 
generated  in  the  kidneys,  brain,  inteftines, 
and  cavities  of  the  nofe,  are  juftly  ef- 
teemed  the  preceding  caufes  of  madnefs 
in  thefe  animals.  So  that  I  fhould  ap¬ 
prehend,  that  the  madnefs  of  a  dog,  or 
any  other  carnivorous  animal,  is  in  re¬ 
ality  nothing  more  than  the  common  fe¬ 
ver  fuch  carnivorous  animals  are  princi¬ 
pally  fubjecft  to,  attended  with  a  delirium 
in  the  raving  madnefs,  and  with  a  fort 
of  coma  in  the  dumb  madnefs ,  as  it  is 
called  by  the  huntfmen,  in  which  the  dog 

lies 
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lies  ftupid  and  as  it  were  fenfelefs,  taking 
no  manner  of  notice  of  any  body,  or  any 
thing,  till  he  dies,  never  attempting  to 
bite. 

Wi  th  refpedt  to  the  propagation  of 
this  diftemper  from  brutes  to  man,  the 
difeafe  feems  to  be,  as  it  were,  inoculated 
by  the  bite  into  the  animal  which  re¬ 
ceives  it ;  for  it  is  remarkable,  that  the 
wound,  whereby  the  poifon  is  received, 
grows  fore,  painful,  and  fometimes  fellers 
fome  little  before,  or  about,  the  time  the 
diftemper  begins  to  appear.  Something 
very  like  this  happens  in  the  Inoculation 
of  the  fmall  pox  ;  for  the  incifions,  where 
the  variolous  matter  had  been  introduced, 
begin  to  grow  fore  and  painful  about  the 
time  the  diftemper  begins  to  ihew  itfelf. 
If  it  fhould  be  alk’d,  why  thofe  fevers 
which  the  human  fpecies  is  fubjedt  to 
are  not  propagated  in  the  fame  manner 
by  inoculation,  I  anfwer,  that  the  natural 
weapon  a  dog  defends  himfelf  with  from 
his  enemy,  or  what  he  efteeras  as  fuch, 

C  3  is 
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is  his  teeth ;  that  of  mankind,  the  fi fi* 
When  a  dog,  therefore,  or  any  other  car¬ 
nivorous  animal  in  a  delirium  picks  a 
quarrel  with  any  thing  he  imagines  of¬ 
fends  him,  he  bites  his  antagonift,  and 
fome  of  the  faliva  enters  by  the  wound, 
or  fcratch,  a  very  little  of  which  is  fuffi- 
cient  to  excite  the  fame  diftemper  in  the 
wounded  animal.  A  man  in  the  fame 
fituation  gives  a  flap  on  the  face,  a  box 
on  the  ear,  or  a  pinch,  by  which  no 
wound  is  made,  and  none  of  the  excre- 
mentitious  juices  difcharged  from  the  fick 
perfon  is  convey'd  into  the  habit.  But 
there  are  fome  inffances  of  contagion  be¬ 
ing  propagated  by  an  accidental  wound, 
made  by  a  fharp  inftniment,  when  fome 
excrementitious  juices  from  a  morbid 
body  have  been  incautioufiy  applied  to 
the  wounded  part,  and  fometimes  even 
by  the  bite  of  a  perfon  in  a  fever,  where 
there  was  no  fufpicion  of  the  canine 
madnefs,  of  which  let  the  following 
cafe  fent  to  me  for  my  opinion,  be  an 
evidence. 

To 
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%** 

To  Dr.  J  A  ME  S. 

SIR, 

The  following  cafe  is  fubmitted  to  you 
for  your  opinion  and  directions. 

/ 

A  Gentlewoman  who  attended  a  lady 
of  quality  in  January  laft ;  was 
unfortunately  bit  by  her,  when  {he  was 
in  a  frenfy,  in  the  extreme  joint  of  her 
little  finger,  which  juft  drew  blood. 
Pain  and  inflammation  enfued,  and  a  lit¬ 
tle  turpentine  was  applied  to  the  part. 
But  the  furgeon  could  not  keep  the  wound 
from  healing  and  Ikinning  over  very 
foon. 

T  he  inflammation  upon  the  joint,  ne¬ 
ver  th  el  efs,  continued  for  fome  weeks  af¬ 
ter.  Three  days  after  the  bite,  fihe  was 
bled,  and  took  a  purge.  About  a  week 
after  that,  fhe  was  feized  with  a  {pitting 
of  much  froth,  a  fymptom,  that  attended 
the  lady  quite  through  herillnefs.  This 

0  4  {pitting 
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{pitting  continued,  bating  a  fhort  inter¬ 
val,  for  a  confiderable  time  ;  a  fever  fol¬ 
lowed  it ;  the  inflammation  on  the  finger 
encreafed. 

Upon  this  a  blifter  was  laid  on  one 
arm,  which  difcharged  copioufly  for  a 
fortnight  ;  but  it  was  attended  with  a 
high  inflammation. 

After  the  blifter  dried,  jfhe  was  bled 
again,  and  took  another  dofe  of  phyfic  : 
and  in  two  or  three  days  after,  the  arm 
grew  more  inflamed,  and  there  fhot  thro* 
it  violent  darting  pains,  the  fame  as  in 
the  finger ;  and  thefe  pains  lafted,  as 
long  as  the  fever  fits,  which  continued 
about  twelve  hours. 

Upon  this  the  gentlewoman  took  to 
her  bed,  and  determined  to  try  your 
powders. 

The  firfi  dofe  was  half  a  paper,  which 
gave  two  or  three  gentle  pukes,  brought 

off 
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off  a  pretty  deal  of  difcoloured  phlegm ; 
produced  a  copious  fweat  for  eight  or 
nine  hours,  and  many  fmall  eruptions 
and  efflorefcences  appeared  on  the  J3ci n  ; 
which  fwelled  in  the  face  and  hands, 
and  other  parts. 

Ai' 

Upon  the  eeffation  of  the  fweat,  the 
fever  returned,  and  fhe  took  the  fame 
dofe  as  before,  on  the  fecond  day ;  which 
renewed  the  fweat,  and  kept  the  eruption 
out,  and  £he  continued  taking  the  pow¬ 
ders,  a  quarter  of  a  paper  only  at  a  time, 
for  two  days  after,  a  dofe  each  day* 

The  apothecary  apprehending  the  fe¬ 
ver  was  quite  fubdued,  by  the  eruption 
dying  away,  fhe  omitted  the  powders  on 
Friday  the  5th  day,  and  on  Saturday  the 
fever  returned  with  more  violence.  She 
then  took  half  a  paper  more ;  following 
the  direction's  all  along,  by  drinking  plen¬ 
tifully  of  diluting  liquors,  as  barley  wa¬ 
ter,  &c. 


This 
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This  fweated,  as  before,  and  the  eva¬ 
cuation  lafted  twenty-four  hours.  Upon 
this  the  water  feparated  kindly,  and  there 
being  a  clear  intermiffion,  the  bark  was 
given  ;  and  the  fever  came  no  more. 
And  the  inflammation  of  the  finger  went 
intirely  off,  for  five  weeks. 

’Tis  now  (June  22)  return’d;  and 
about  a  week  before  its  return  the  fpit- 
ting  came  again,  with  occafional  fick  fits, 
and  vomiting.  The  apothecary  has  ta¬ 
ken  away  five  or  fix  ounces  of  blood ; 
a  few  days  after  gave  a  gentle  purge ; 
which  after  an  interval  of  fix  days,  is  this 
day  renewed.  But  the  inflammation  of 
the  finger  ftill  continues  with  itching  and 
{hooting  pains ;  and  there  are  finall  blad¬ 
ders  of  water  upon  the  joint  and  extre* 
mity  of  the  finger,  which  difeharge  a 
little.  It  is  to  be  noted,  that  all  thro' 
this  illnefs,  fire  has  had  unufual  pains 
and  diforders  in  her  head,  quite  different 
from  common  headachs,  with  which  fhe 

has 
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has  been  much  afflicted,  She  has  a 
weakly  conftitution,  bad  nerves ;  and  the 
evacuations  of  the  powders,  tho*  it  re¬ 
moved  the  fever,  were  followed  by  hys¬ 
terical  Symptoms. 

June  22,  1754.. 

The  lady’s  cafe,  who  bit  this  gentle¬ 
woman,  was  a  remitting  fever,  which 
became  continual ;  and  there  was  not  the 
leaft  reafon  to  apprehend  die  had  ever  re¬ 
ceived  an  injury  from  any  mad  animal. 
I  was  confulted  by  letters  but  my  direc¬ 
tions  came  too  late,  for  I  think  fhe  died 
either  before  my  letter  arrived,  or  very 
foon  after. 

Boerhaave  has  very  diligently  col¬ 
lected  from  all  preceding  authors  upon 
this  fubje6t,  the  lymptoms  of  madnefs  in 
a  dog.  This  is  a  talk  of  great  confe- 
quence,  as  at  the  fame  time  it  teaches  us 
to  diftinguilh  when  a  dog  is  mad,  it  gives 
a  caution  to  avoid  coming  near  him,  and 

the 
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the  dreadful  confequences.  But  as  Bo- 
erhaave  feems  to  have  defcribed  a  mad 
dog  not  from  his  own  obfervations,  but 
from  thofe  of  others,  I  think  there  are 
fome  circumftances  in  which  he  is  mif- 
taken,  which  I  ftiall  take  notice  of,  after 
giving  his  aphorifm  upon  this  fubjedt. 

“The  flgns  of  an  approaching  mad- 
“  nefs  in  dogs  are,  according  to  him, 
“  thefe.  They  become  dull,  folitary,  and 
“  endeavour  to  get  out  of  fight,  and  hide 
“  themfelves ;  they  are  mute,  as  to  their 
“  bark,  but  make  a  kind  of  murmuring 
“  noife,  refufing,  at  the  fame  time,  all 
“  kinds  of  meat  and  drink.  They  are 
“  enraged,  and  fly  upon  Grangers,  but, 
“  in  this  ftage,  remember  and  relpedl 
“  their  mafters.  Their  ears  and  head 
“  hang  down,  and  they  walk  nodding,  as 
“  if  overpowered  by  fleep.  This  is  the 
“  firft  ftage  of  the  diftemper,  and  a  bite 
“  received  then  is  very  dangerous,  but 
“  not  of  the  worft  kind.  Then  they 
“  begin  to  pant,  and  hang  out  their 

tongue. 
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€i  tongue,  to  emit  a  great  deal  of  froth 
from  their  mouths,  which  they  keep 
“  perpetually  open  :  fometimes  they 
4t  walk  flowly,  as  if  half  aileep,  and  then 
“  fuddenly  run,  but  not  always  diredtly 
forward,  as  is  pretended  :  at  laft  they 
“  begin  to  forget  their  mailers.  Mean 
“  time  their  eyes  look  diipirited  and  dull, 
u  full  of  tears,  and  red ;  their  tongue  is 
“  of  a  lead  colour ;  they  are  fuddenly  ex- 
“  tenuated,  and  now  rage  exceffively. 

They  feldom  furvive  this  fecond  ftage 
“  thirty  hours,  and  a  bite  received  at 
“  this  time  ( Boerbaave  fays)  is  incura- 
“  ble  ;  but  the  more  raging  the  animal 
“  is,  the  longer  he  has  been  affedted,  and 
“  the  nearer  he  is  to  death,  the  more 
“  dangerous  is  the  bite,  the  more  violent 
“  are  the  fubfequent  fymptoms,  and  the 
“  fooner  they  come  on  ;  and  vice  verfaT 

« 

In  this  defcription  of  a  mad  dog,  our 
author  feems  to  have  confounded  the 
fymptoms  of  the  dumb  madnefs ,  as  it  is 
called,  with  thofe  of  the  raging  madnefs , 

the 
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the  former  of  which  I  took  notice  of 
before ;  and  fo  far  is  a  dog  from  being 
mute  in  the  raging  madnefs,  that  he  will 
bark  inceffantly  for  a  whole  day  or  two, 
if  confined  ;  and  one  of  the  firft  and 
mofl  certain  figns  of  approaching  mad¬ 
nefs  in  a  dog  is,  a  remarkable  alteration 
in  the  tone  of  his  bark,  which  founds 
hoarfe  and  hollow,  and  which  in  no  de¬ 
gree  refembles  murmuring.  This  I  have 
had  frequent  occafions  of  obferving.  I 
am  fenfible,  however,  that  every  dog  that 
is  hoarfe  does  not  go  mad.  Boerbaave 
has  alfo  omitted  the  moft  certain  cbarac- 
teriftic  of  madnefs  in  a  dog,  tho’  I  find 
his  commentator.  Van  Swieten ,  has  quo¬ 
ted  it  from  my  pamphlet  in  1741.  It  is, 
that  all  other  dogs,  upon  fmelling  the 
dog  going  mad,  will  avoid  him,  and  run 
away  with  horror,  fhaking  their  heads 
with  fome  vehemence.  Lommius  fays, 
other  dogs  are  even  terrified  at  the  fight 
of  mad  dogs,  or  at  hearing  them  bark. 

I  have  frequently  feen  a  very  fmall  mad 
dog  walking,  or  rather  trotting,  down  a 

flreet. 
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ftreet,  and  obferved  very  large  and  fierce 
dogs  come  out  of  houfes,  and  the  yards 
of  inns,  as  is  ufual  upon  any  uncommon 
noife,  with  an  apparent  intention  of  wor¬ 
rying  the  little  miferable  animal ;  but 
the  inftant  they  approached,  they  turned 
away  from  him  with  the  utmoft  preci¬ 
pitation,  and  made  their  efcape  with 
all  imaginable  figns  of  terror  and  con¬ 
firmation. 

Desault  relates  the  cafe  of  a  lady, 
who  going  in  her  chariot  from  Bourdeaux 
to  Me  doe ,  obferved  a  little  ftray  dog  upon 
the  road,  which  fell  upon  all  the  fhep- 
herd’s  dogs,  and  the  dogs  at  every  houfe 
fhe  palled  by,  though  much  larger  than 
himfelf,  and  put  them  to  flight.  This 
behaviour  gained  the  lady’s  efteem  fo  far, 
that  fhe  took  him  home,  and  by  that 
means  fhe,  her  coachman,,  and  fome  of 
her  children  were  bit.  Hence  I  fliould 
depend  much  on  the  experiment  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  Hijlory  of  the  Royal  Academy 
of  Sciences .  This  is,  when  a  dog  is  killed 

upon 
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upon  fufpicion  of  being  mad,  without  an 
abfolute  certainty,  to  rub  a  piece  of 
dreiled  meat  on  the  teeth  and  gums  of 
the  dead  dog,  and  when  this  is  offered  to 
another  dog,  if  the  dog  which  was  killed 
was  mad,  the  other  will  refufe  it  with 
great  terror,  or  otherwife  he  will  eat  it. 

The  following  cafe  will  furnffh  a  moft 
remarkable  inftance  of  the  diftinguifhing 
faculty  of  dogs  upon  fuch  occalions. 

In  January y  1 747,  Thomas  Fieldy  a 
Bafket-maker  and  Turner,  who  at  that 
time  lived  next  door  but  one  to  Haddock’s 
bagnio.  Charing  Crofs,  but  finee  kept  a 
Turner's  fhop  in  King-Jlreety  Wejiminjlery 
was  feverely  bit  about  the  middle  of  the 
arm,  by  his  own  dog,  a  very  large  ma- 
ftiff,  that  was  mad.  There  were  two 
very  large  wounds.  A  tumor  enfued 
more  than  twice  as  large  as  a  tennis- 
ball,  and  was  propagated  as  far  as  the 
fhoulder,  looking  very  black,  and  being 
cxceffively  hard.  Another  dog  belonging 

to 


CANINE  MADNESS. 


33 

to  the  next  houfe  was  bit  by  the  fame 
dog,  much  about  the  fame  time.  Mr. 
Field  immediately  confulted  Dr.  Mead> 
by  whofe  direction  he  was  blooded,  took 
the  Fulvis  antilyjjus ,  of  the  afh  -coloured 
liverwort  and  pepper,  and  an  ointment 
was  applied  to  the  arm.  The  neighbour's 
dog  was  prudently  chained  up,  to  fee 
whether  he  went  mad  or  not,  but  Mr. 
Field's  dog  was  killed.  Some  antidote 
was  alfo  given  to  the  dog  that  was  pre- 
ferved.  Mr.  Field  continued  very  well, 
except  that  his  arm  was  painful  for  about 
a  fortnight :  but  at  that  time  the  neigh¬ 
bour’s  dog  going  mad,  he  was  impru¬ 
dently  hanged  upon  the  iron  rails  which 
fence  the  ftatue  at  Charing  Crofs ,  juft 
before  Mr.  Field's  door,  and  in  his  fight. 
This  put  him  into  the  utmoft  confirma¬ 
tion,  and  terrified  him  almoft  to  a  degree 
of  madnefs. 

At  this  time  I  was  applied  to.  I  di¬ 
rected  a  mercurial  ointment  to  be  rubbed 
into  the  arm,  and  foon  after  this  appli- 

D  cation. 
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cation,  the  tumor  fubfided,  and  the 
wounds  difcharged  a  well-digefted  mat¬ 
ter.  I  think  he  alfo  took  fmall  dofes  of 
T’urpeth  Mineral, ,  but  cannot  be  certain. 
At  the  end,  however,  of  a  month  from 
the  bite,  when  the  wounds  healed,  he 
came  to  my  houfe  alone,  more  raving 
and  delirious,  than  I  ever  faw  any  one 
under  the  influence  of  that  madnefs.  I 
immediately  ordered  two  fervants  to  at¬ 
tend  him  home,  and  gave  him,  as  foon 
as  it  could  be  prepared,  a  bolus  with  ten 
grains  of  ^Turpeth  Mineral .  He  immedi¬ 
ately  was  put  to  bed,  and  in  one  hour 
after  the  T.iirpeth  Mineral ,  he  took  the 
T onquin  remedy,  as  it  is  called,  connft- 
ingof  native  and  factitious  cinnabar,  each 
twenty-live  grains,  with  fourteen  grains 
of  mufk.  The  T’urpetb  Mineral,  though  a 
firong  emetic,  and  in  a  very  large  dofe, 
neither  vomited  nor  purged  him;  but 
he  fedl  afleep  in  lefs  than  half  an  hour 
after  taking  the  T^onquin  remedy,  and 
continued  fo  nine  hours,  fweating  confi- 
derably  all  the  time.  In  the  morning 

he 
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he  awoke  perfectly  in  his  fenfes,  and  iu 
every  refpedt  well.  He  is  now  alive, 
and  has  never  had  the  lead:  relapfe.  I 
fhould  have  taken  notice,  that  he  went 
to  Gravefend ,  and  was  dip’d  in  the  fait 
water  at  firft. 

But  his  diforder  was  attended  with 
one  very  remarkable  circumftance,  rela¬ 
tive  to  which  I  mult  be  very  particular, 
as  it  may  contribute  to  eftabliih  a  point 
of  great  confequence,  to  any  who 
hereafter  may  be  in  doubt,  whether 
either  man  or  dog  labours  under  this 
diftemper. 

Field,  amongft  other  things,  dealt  in 
butter,  and  had  for  fome  years  rurnifhed 
my  family  with  it.  This  brought  him 
twice  or  thrice  a  week  to  my  houfe  ; 
and  belides  this,  he  had  a  very  particular 
intimacy  with  one  of  my  domeftics, 
whom  I  believe  he  feldom  failed  vifiting 
any  one  day.  This  minute  circumftance 
I  only  mention,  to  fhew  how  he  became 

D  2  very 
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very  familiar  with  three  fpaniels  I  then 
keot.  Thefe  creatures  were  fo  reinarka- 

A 

bly  fond  of  him,  that  whenever  he  came 
to  my  houfe,  they  leap’d  upon  his  lap, 
and  made  him  all  manner  of  careffes. 
But  the  night  he  came  under  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  diftemper,  the  moment  he 
entered  the  kitchen,  they  all  ran  away 
to  the  very  top  of  the  garret  flairs,  bark¬ 
ing,  and  making  a  kind  of  howl,  and 
with  all  other  figns  of  the  utmoft  diftrefs 
and  confternation.  And  this  they  re¬ 
peated  every  time  he  came  to  my  houfe 
for  three  years  after,  and  were  at  laft 
with  difficulty  reconciled  to  him. 

It  has  feemed  pretty  extraordinary  to 
moft  authors,  who  have  treated  of  this 
diftemper,  that  the  poifon  fhould  conti¬ 
nue  fo  long,  as  it  were  dormant,  with¬ 
out  producing  any  diftemper  ;  and  at  laft, 
without  any  manifeft  incitement,  pro¬ 
duce  a  difeafe,  of  all  others  the  moft 
alarming.  And  this  not  at  any  ftated 
period,  but  fometimes  in  a  very  few  days, 

and 
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and,  in  other  infiances,  after  an  interval 
of  many  months,  or  even  years,  from  re¬ 
ceiving  the  contagion.  Bat  I  think  the 
wonder  will  ceafe,  if  we  confider  that  all 
difeafes  propagated  by  effluvia,  contaft, 
or  inoculation,  (not  including  the  wounds 
of  venomous  animals,  as  vipers,  and  ma¬ 
ny  others)  require  fome  time  before 
they  can  exert  their  efficacy,  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  to  produce  a  manifeft  di¬ 
ftemper. 

Thus  neither  the  fmall  pox,  nor  con¬ 
tagious  fevers,  produce  the  diftemper  im¬ 
mediately,  or  after  certain  and  ftated  in¬ 
tervals,  but  in  fome  confutations  fooner, 
in  others  later.  This  was  manifeft  in  the 
celebrated  infedlious  diftemper  which  was 
contracted  by  fo  great  a  number  of  people 
at  the  Old  Bailey ,  in  April ,  1750  ;  for 
fome  were  feized  in  a  few  days,  and 
others  after  fix  weeks. 

The  itch  does  not  appear  as  foon  as 
the  infedlion  is  received,  nor  does  the 

D  3  leprofy  5 


38  A  TREATISE  ON 

leprofy  ;  and  neither  at  any  ftated  period. 
And  if  I  may  give  credit  to  the  moft 
folemn  affeverations  of  many  patients, 
who  have  been  fomewhat  unfortunate  in 
their  amours,  fome  have  perceived  the 
confequences  in  twenty-four  hours,  from 
the  receipt  of  the  infection,  whilft  others 
have,  for  fome  years,  remained  in  ap¬ 
pearance  totally  free  from  the  diftemper, 
till  at  laft  it  has  difcovered  itfelf  with  a 
degree  of  inveteracy  that  might  have 
been  expected  from  its  being  harboured 

fo  long  in  the  habit. 

All  thefe  varieties,  however,  as  well 
as  thofe  which  occur  in  the  diftemper 
that  is  the  fubjedt  of  this  treatife,  may 
readily  be  accounted  for  from  every  cir- 
cumftance  that  can  contribute  to  a 
change  either  in  the  vital  fluids,  or  the 
folid  fibres.  Thus  every  evident  quality 
of  the  atmofphere,  as  its  weight,  con¬ 
tents,  and  heat,  befides  perhaps  many 
other  properties  thereof,  with  which  we 
are  unacquainted ;  the  falubrity  of  food, 
and  the  regularity,  or  the  reverfe,  with 

refpedt 
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refped  to  the  ufe  of  it  ;  exercife,  the 
paffions,  the  excretions,  fleep,  fingulari- 
ties  in  the  confhtution,  and  the  degree 
of  infection  received,  either  with  refbed: 

a 

to  quantity  or  malignity,  may  accelerate 
or  retard  the  progrefs  of  contagion  re¬ 
ceived  by  any  means  whatever  or  may 
even  totally  diffipate  it,  fo  that  it  fhall 
never  ad:  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  produce 
a  diftemper.  For  contagion,  like  treafon, 
feldom  manifefts  itfelf  by  an  overt  ad:, 

•  till  it  has  fecretly  form'd  a  party  in  the 
microcofm,  fufiicient  to  excite  a  diftur- 
bance. 

What  I  have  faid  is  true  of  every 
diftemper  I  am  acquainted  with,  that  is 
propagated  by  infedion  ;  and  that  it  is 
true  in  regard  to  the  Hydrophobia ,  is 
proved  by  a  great  number  of  cafes  re¬ 
corded  in  the  annals  of  phvfic,  which 
evince  not  only,  that  the  poifon  of  a 
mad  animal  exerts  itfelf  at  different  pe¬ 
riods,  but  that  fometimes  it  excites  a 
kind  of  periodical  madnefs,  which  recurs 

D  4  after 
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after  certain  intervals  ;  and  that  many 
people  have  been  wounded  by  mad  ani¬ 
mals,  who  never  contracted  any  difcem- 
per  from  it,  tho’  nothing  had  been  at¬ 
tempted  to  prevent  it. 

I  once  knew  a  footman,  belonging  to 
a  very  near  relation  of  mine,  who  was 
three  times  bit  by  dogs  manifeftly  mad, 
infomuch  that  feveral  animals  bit  by  the 
fame  dogs,  near  the  fame  hour,  contract¬ 
ed  the  diftemper,  and  died.  This  fellow 
was  fo  obftinate,  that  he  could  not  be 
perfuaded  to  do  the  lead;  thing  by  way 
of  precaution,  and  yet  never  had  the 
leaft  tendency  to  an  Hydrophobia ;  fo  far 
from  it,  that  he  died  many  years  after,  in 
confequence  of  drinking  too  much,  at  an 
alehoufe  in  White-Chappel>  ot  which  he 
was  mafter. 

As  to  the  time  that  the  infection  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  bite  of  a  mad  animal  may 
continue  latent,  without  producing  a  di~ 
ftemper,  Ccelius  Aurettanus  only  obferves, 

that 
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that  fome  fall  ill  fooner  after  the  bite, 
others  later ;  that  fome  are  a  year  or 
more  before  they  are  fenfible  of  its  ef¬ 
fects,  but  moft  perceive  it  after  forty 
days.  Galen  is  of  much  the  fame  opi¬ 
nion.  Diofcorides  relates,  not  upon  his 
own  knowledge,  but  report,  that  people 
have  gone  mad  feven  years  after  the  in- 
feition  was  received.  Paulus  and  Adlu - 
arms  agree  with  Galen  and  Diofcorides ,  as 
to  the  time.  Stalpart  Vander  Wiel  quotes 
cafes  from  feveral  authors,  where  the  in- 
feftion  has  broke  out  in  an  Hydrophobia 
eighteen,  thirty,  even  forty  years  after 
the  bite. 

Of  the  three  cafes  Hildanus  gives  us, 
the  two  firft  continued  perfedlly  well  for 
three  months  ;  but  the  man  who  received 
a  fcratch  upon  the  thumb,  continued 
well  about  feven.  In  Dr.  Lifters  patient 
the  confequences  of  the  poifon  appeared 
in  five  weeks ;  and  in  Dr.  How-man  s,  in 
fix. 


But 
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But  there  are  inftances  of  perfons  af¬ 
fected  with  the  diftemper  in  twenty-four 
hours,  of  which,  however,  I  have  never 
feen  an  example  till  very  lately.  But  I 

muft  remark,  that  I  do  not  abfolutelv 

«/ 

give  credit  to  thofe  hiflories  of  cafes, 
which  reprefent  the  contagion  as  lying 
dormant  for  a  great  number  of  years, 
and  at  laft  producing  an  Hydrophobia. 
Thofe  who  relate  them  might  probably 
make  a  very  obvious  miftake.  It  has 
been  remarked  above,  that  the  Hydro¬ 
phobia  is  frequently  obferved  in  many  di- 
ftempers  belides  that  excited  by  the  bite 

n/ 

of  a  mad  animal.  Now  perhaps  there  is 
fcarceiy  a  perfon  to  be  found,  who  has 
not  at  one  time  or  other  been  bit  by  a 
dog,  or  had  fuch  intercourfe  with  that 
animal,  as  is  generally  thought  fufficient 
to  produce  an  Hydrophobia .  If  therefore 
twenty  or  thirty  years  after,  a  perfon 
inould  have  any  other  diftemper,  attend¬ 
ed  with  an  averfion  to  drink,  it  is  very 
likely,  that  either  the  patient,  or  his 

friends. 
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friends,  may  recoiled!  fome  kind  of  com¬ 
munication  with  a  dog ;  and  the  Hydro¬ 
phobia,  tho’  from  a  very  different  caufe, 
may  be  unjuftly  afcribed  to  the  innocent 
animal.  However  I  think  it  is  agreed, 
that  the  diftemper  moft  generally  begins 
to  manifeff  itfelf  about  forty  days  after 
the  bite. 

Th  at  the  diftemper  excited  by  the 
contagion  of  a  mad  animal  is  fometimes 
periodical,  and  not  always  immediately 
fatal,  the  following  hiftories  will  abun¬ 
dantly  evince. 

Roscius,  in  a  letter  to  Hildanus* 
which  the  laft  mentioned  author  has 
given  us  after  Obfervat.  86.  Cent.  1.  in¬ 
forms  us,  that  in  the  month  of  Augujl, 
1581,  a  lady  received  a  wound  in  her 
left  arm,  by  a  mad  dog,  which  fhe  had 
the  misfortune  to  meet  in  the  ftreet.  A 
ftrong  ligature  was  made  upon  her  arm 
above  the  bite,  and  topics  applied.  The 
place  was  alfo  cauterifed,  and  had  inci- 

fions 


44  A  TREATISE  ON 

i  -  -  ;  -lit  •  a  ■  >• 

lions  made  upon  it.  Alexipharmics  were 
prefcribed  by  her  phydcians.  After  this 
Ihe  continued  well  till  the  feventh  year, 
when  the  was  feized  with  violent  pains 
in  the  arm  formerly  wounded,  which 
feemed  to  her  as  if  a  dog  was  gnawing 
it.  This  was  fucceeded  by  a  raving,  and 
delirium,  a  melancholy,  and  dejedtednefs, 
partinacious  watchings,  infatiable  third:, 
a  fever  and  great  weaknefs.  She  had  a 
great  averfion  to  food,  but  had  no  Hy- 
drophoUa ,  for  die  drank  freely.  With 
proper  care,  in  a  few  days,  fhe  recovered, 
tilt  fymptoms  gradually  difappeanng. 
Seven  years  after  this  die  was  again  feized 
with  violent  diforders,  which  began  in 
the  fame  arm.  The  place  particularly 
where  the  bite  formerly  had  been,  was 
extremely  painful,  and  fomewhat  con- 
vulfed.  Befides  this,  the  felt  almoft  in- 
fufferable  gripings,  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
jiCr  old  watchings  and  third  returned. 
However,  the,  at  lead,  feemed  to  be 
cured  a  lecond  time  j  but  in  dx  years  af¬ 
ter  ail  the  fame  fymptoms  returned. 

This 
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This  was  twenty  years  after  receiving  the 
wound.  The  next  year  fhe  had  another 
fit  of  the  fame  illnefs  in  the  twenty- 
fecond,  two ;  and  in  the  twenty-third, 
three  and  in  the  year  1604,  when  this 
letter  was  wrote,  fhe  had  been  tormented 
with  two  more.  It  is  likewife  remarka¬ 
ble,  that  file  felt  convulfive  motions  and 
pains  in  the  wounded  arm,  upon  any  al¬ 
terations  in  the  weather. 

Dr.  Lister  tells  us  of  a  tradesman  in 
.London,  who  had,  for  twenty- five  years, 
been  troubled  with  convuliions  of  his 
head,  which  often  obliged  him  to  move 
it  with  great  velocity,  fideways,  from 
fhoulder  to  fhoulder  and  in  thefe  parox- 
yfms,  which  feized  him  in  the  night, 
he  would  make  a  ftrange  noife,  refem-* 
biing  the  barking  of  a  dog.  Upon  exa¬ 
mination  the  Dodtor  thought  there  was 
great  reafon  to  believe,  that  this  odd  dis¬ 
order  was  originally  caufed  by  the  bite  of 
a  dog,  which  he  had  received  many  years 
before.  And  in  this  he  was  much  con¬ 
firmed. 
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firmed,  by  fome  accounts  given  him  by 
the  man’s  wife,  which,  he  fays,  are  not 
to  be  mentioned. 

In  the  Philofophical  Pranja&ions  we  are 
told,  that  in  Ireland ,  about  the  laft  of  Oc¬ 
tober,  i6yg,  two  boys,  about  nine  or  ten 
years  old,  handled  and  wafhed  the  head 
of  a  dog,  which  had  been  bitten  by  a 
mad  one.  The  dog  never  was  difor- 
dered,  but,  about  May,  1680,  the  chil¬ 
dren  were  feized  with  a  grinding  pain 
towards  the  bottoms  of  their  bellies, 
which  afcended  gradually  towards  their 
navels.  About  July  1,  they  were  feized 
with  a  flow  flux,  and  fainting  fits,  when 
the  pain  aflaulted  them.  Some  time  af¬ 
ter,  this  pain  got  above  the  ftomach, 
upon  which  they  had  very  violent  con- 
vulfive  motions,  particularly  about  the 
ftomach  and  belly,  with  foaming  at  tfie 
mouth,  in  the  intervals  of  their  fits. 
Thefe  fymptoms  continued  and  increafed 
till  the  latter  end  of  Auguft,  that  they 
were  taken  with  a  fear  of  water,  in  fo 

much 
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much  that,  upon  the  fight  of  any  thing 
liquid,  they  would  fall  down  as  dead, 
and  continue  fome  little  time  in  a  fwoon. 
Then  they  would  tumble  and  tofs  with 
violent  motions,  and  aiftortions  of  their 
bodies,  accompanied  with  heavy  groans  ; 
and  ordinarily,  the  eldeft  efpecially,  fnarl- 
ed  and  barked,  and  endeavoured  to  bite 
like  a  dog.  In  about  an  hour  they  would 
recover,  and  creep  away,  as  if  afraid  of 
any  body  that  was  near  them.  They 
came  entirely  to  themfeives  when  the  fits 
went  off,  which  returned  daily,  till  about 
the  middle  of  September ;  and  then  their 
diforder  was  more  violent,  and  they  more 
wild  than  ever,  infomuch,  that  in  the 
intervals,  they  could  not  endure  any  com¬ 
pany,  not  even  that  of  each  other.  This 
continued  about  a  week,  and  then  the 
eldeft  cried  out  to  his  father,  as  one  fur- 
prifed,  that  he  was  well  ;  which  accor¬ 
dingly  both  he  and  his  brother  were,  and 
continued  fo  for  three  or  four  days,  and 
then  they  fell  ill  again,  and  recovered  in 
feven  days,  without  any  further  relapfe. 

It 
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It  is  remarkable,  that  they  both  went  in¬ 
to,  and  came  out  of,  their  fits  at  the 
lame  time.  It  is  alfo  worthy  of  obfer- 
vation,  that  in  Augujl  they  took  dofes  of 
Mercurius  vita  and  antimony,  with  Ve¬ 
nice  treacle,  and  the  teftaceous  powders. 

I  have  been  told  alfo,  by  Mr.  Blacket , 
a  gentleman  of  veracity,  of  a  cafe  where 
the  diftemper  appeared  periodically  in  a 
boy,  who  was  whipper-in  to  a  pack  of 
fox-hounds  in  the  north  of  England '. 

I  was  a  few  years  ago  confulted  for 
Mrs.  Clark ,  a  relation  to  Mr.  Barrow ,  of 
St.  John  s  Square.  She  had  been  for 
upwards  of  two  years  airlifted  with  a 
fever  on  her  fpirits  and  nerves,  as  it  was 
called,  which  reduced  her  fo  very  low, 
that  fire  was  unable  to  fee  any  company, 
and  was  ready  to  fink  at  the  lead:  noife. 
Every  object  feemed  diftorted  and  fright¬ 
ful,  and  fo  great  watchfulnefs  attended 
the  diforder,  that  fire  has  been  often  fix 
or  eight  nights  fueceffively  without  deep, 

tho* 
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though  one  hundred  and  twenty  drops  of 
Liquid  Laudanum  were  given  her  at  a 
time  to  procure  it.  Her  friends  tried  all 
means  for  her  relief  that  were  advifed, 
but  without  effedt,  and  (he  was  fuppofed 
pad  all  hopes  of  recovery. 

She  took  a  few  dofes  of  the  Fever 
Powder,  upon  a  fuppofition,  that  her  dis¬ 
order  proceeded  from  a  flow  fever,  and 
in  a  few  days  was  perfectly  well.  At 
this  time  I  had  not  feen  her,  but  feme 
little  time  after,  I  became  acquainted 
with  her,  and  learned  from  herfelf  and 
friends  the  following  particulars. 

She  had  been  bit  by  a  mad  dog  about 
two  years  before,  and  had  never  been 
perfectly  well  afterwards.  But  the  next 
year,  nearly  at  the  fame  feafon  in  which 
fne  had  received  the  wound,  all  the 
fymptoms  abovemention ed  appeared  with 
great  violence.  What  meafures  were  ta¬ 
ken  I  cannot  learn,  but  in  feme  weeks 
fhe  became  much  better.  The  fecond 

E  year 
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year,  at  the  fame  feafon,  her  diforders 
were  again  exafperated  as  before  ;  and 
it  was  then  fhe  took  the  Fever  powder , 
with  the  fuccefs  mentioned  above.  An¬ 
other  circumftance  fhe  related  worth  ob- 
fervation  is,  that  upon  thefe  periodical 
returns  of  the  diforder,  all  objedts  ap¬ 
peared  to  her  red,  and  feemed  on  fire. 
This  lady  is,  I  hear,  at  this  time  alive, 
and  in  a  good  flate  of  health,  and  I  do 
not  hear  fhe  has  ever  had  any  return. 

The  cafe  of  Joh?i  Neale ,  recorded  in  the 
Philofopbicdl  FranfaBions ,  No.  495.  is  a 
confirmation  of  what  is  at  prefent  ad¬ 
vanced,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  proves 
the  Lichen  cinereus  terrejlris  not  to  be 
infallible. 

This  man  was  bit  by  a  mad  dog  on 
the  thumb,  the  Fhurfday  before  Michael¬ 
mas  day,  1741.  The  wound  was  fcari- 
fied,  he  was  blooded  ;  he  ufed  the  cold 
bath,  and  took  the  Lichen  cinereus  terrejlris 
with  pepper,  as  directed  in  the  Difpen- 

fary, 
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fary,  under  the  title  of  Pufais  Antilyfius . 
But  at  the  full  moan,  which  happened  a 
fortnight  after,  all  the  fymptoms  of  mad- 
nefs  came  on  with  great  violence.  The 
phyficians  treated  him  very  prudently  in 
the  antiphlogiftic  method,  by  bleeding, 
blifters,  gentle  opiates,  and  laxatives. 
His  life  was  preferved,  but  he  was  not 
totally  cured ;  for  at  the  periods  of  the 
moon,  the  fymptoms  returned  in  fome 
degree,  but  flightly.  So  far  the  Philofo- 
phical  PranfaBions .  But  upon  enquiry  I 
am  informed  that  the  man  is  now  dead, 
and  that  during  his  life  he  was  always  at 
the  full  moon  feized  with  diforders  of 
the  head,  refembling  thofe  he  felt  upon 
the  firft  attack,  attended  with  a  flight 
alienation  of  mind,  and  an  involuntary 
difpofition  to  ramble,  which  laid  him 
under  a  neceffity  of  bleeding  as  often  as 
the  diforder  returned,  from  which  he 
found  great  relief. 

E  2 
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It  appears  from  *  Cnlius  Aurelianus , 
that  fomething  of  this  kind  had  been 
obferved  by  the  ancient  phyficians,  the 
truth  of  which,  however,  our  author  dis¬ 
putes.  “  He  fays,  we  are  not  to  give 
“  credit  to  Demetrius ,  when  he  afferts 
“  that  this  diforder  may  be  chronical $ 
“  for  he  ( Demetrius )  fays,  that  fome 
“  have  been  for  two  years  affedted  with 
«  a  flight  degree  of  an  Hydrophobia” 

The  fymptoms  of  this  diflemper  vary 
fo  much  in  different  perfons,  that  it  is 
not  poflible  to  defcribe  it  with  that  ac¬ 
curacy  which  the  importance  of  the  fub- 
jedt  fliould  feem  to  demand.  And  it  is 
fomewhat  more  difficult,  becaufe  the 
diforder  is  providentially  fo  rare,  that  no 
phyfician  has  feen  a  number  of  cafes 

furfcient 

*  Nec  Demetrio  danda  fides  eft  dicenii,  quod  eti- 
am  tarda  base  paffio  poffit  eiFe,  hoc  eft  diuturna,  quam 
Gneci  Chroniam  vocant :  fiquidem  dicit  in  ifta  paf- 
fione  levi  timore  affedbos  biennium  tranfgifle. 

Calms  Aurelianus ,  L.  3.  Acut.  C.  11. 
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fufficient  for  fo  ample  an  information  as 
is  requilite  for  drawing  an  exadt  pidture 
of  the  difeafe.  And  the  fyftematic  wri«- 
ters  have  in  general  colledied  all  the 
fymptoms  from  all  the  cafes  upon  record, 
and  united  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
a  perfon  who  reads  their  accounts,  would 
be  inclined  to  think,  that  every  fymptom 
which  has  ever  appeared  in  one  patient, 
has  been  obferved  in  all.  But  this  is 
not  true,  either  with  refpedt  to  brutes  or 
men.  It  is  in  this  manner  that  Boer - 
haave,  as  I  obferved  before,  has  defcribed 
the  Hydrophobia  ;  but  l  think  his  com¬ 
mentator  Van  Swieten ,  has  fet  it  in  a 
j  after  light. 


But  of  all  the  authors  who  have 
treated  this  fubjedt,  none  has  done  it  with 
greater  precifion,  or  preferved  the  refern- 
blance  of  what  adtually  happens  in  an 
Hydrophobia ,  more  than  C alius  Aurelia - 
nus ,  a.  moft  excellent  author,  with  re- 
fpedt  to  every  thing  but  ftile,  which  is 


beyond 
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beyond  all  meafure  barbarous  and  per- 

plexing. 

> 

He  tells  us,  L.  3.  C.  14.  that  the  part 
fuffers  firfl ,  which  originally  received  the 
wound.  And  L.  3*  tt*  he  lays,  that 
thofe  who  are  juft  about  to  fall  into  an 
Hydrophobia^  are  feized  with  a  cei  tain 
anxiety,  without  any  evident  reafon,  are 
prone  to  anger,  have  their  bodies  ren¬ 
dered  uneafy,  and  fubjedted  to  preterna¬ 
tural  and  unufual  motions.  Their  fleep 
is  either  reftiefs  and  difturbed,  or  they 
are  affecfted  with  perpetual  watchings. 
Their  aliments  become  corrupted,  their 
ftomachs  oppreffed,  and  they  are  inclined 
to  ft  retch  out  their  legs  and  arms.  They 
are  affli&ed  with  a  continual  ofcitation, 
and  a  violent  naufea,  or  inclination  to 
vomit.  They  make  unaccountable  com¬ 
plaints,  with  refpedl  to  the  weather,  as 
thick  and  rainy,  when  at  the  fame  time 
the  ftate  of  the  air  is  pure,  ferene,  and 
clear.  They  are  rendered  uneafy,  fretful, 
and  difcontented,  by  (bowers  and  falls  of 

rain* 
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rain,  and  have  an  unnfual  fmail  appetite 
for  drink. 

W  hen  the  diforder  comes  on,  they 
are  afflifted  with  a  violent  and  infatia- 
ble  third:,  but,  at  the  fame  time,  are 
ftruck  with  an  unaccountable  terror  and 
dread,  not  only  at  the  fight,  but  alfo  at 
the  found  or  name  of  water.  Then  they 
become  afraid  of  fomentations  of  oil  ufed 
for  their  relief,  and  their  pulfe  is  thick, 
fmail,  and  irregular.  Some  are  feized 
wdth  a  flight  fever,  convulfive  throws  of 
the  ftomach,  a  torpor  and  numbnefs  of 
the  joints,  a  preternatural  elevation  of 
the  Prsecordia  to  the  fuperior  parts,  and 
a  coftive  date  of  the  belly.  Then  they 
difcharge  their  urine  frequently,  and  by 
little  at  a  time,  and  are  feized  with  a 
trembling  and  convulfions.  Their  voice 
becomes  hollow,  and  refembling  the 
barking  of  a  dog.  The  pofture  of  their 
bodies  is  like  that  of  a  dog,  when  lying 
afleep  on  the  ground.  Their  reipiration 
is  difficult,  and  their  whole  body  is  ren- 

E  4  dered 
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dered  highly  reliefs,  and  uneafy,  upon 
the  entrance  of  any  perfon  into  the  room, 
for  fear  he  Should  bring  water  with  him.. 
Their  eyes  and  countenance  become  red, 
their  bodies  fiender,  and  the  Superior 
parts  of  it  pale,  and  covered  with  fweat. 
The  tongue  hangs  out  of  the  mouth,  and, 
in  men,  the  Penis  is  feized  with  a  fre¬ 
quent  tenfion,  accompanied  with  an  in¬ 
voluntary  emiffion  of  the  Seminal  fluid. 

The  laft  ftage  of  the  diforder  is  at¬ 
tended  with  an  hiccup,  and  a  vomitting 
of  bile,  which  is  generally  of  a  blackhh 
colour..  Some  are  fix  tick  with  an  unac¬ 
countable  dread,  and,  upon  firetching  out 
their  hands  to  any  veffel  with  liquor  in 
it,  they  forthwith  retract  them  with  hor¬ 
ror.  Some,  upon  the  fight  of  water, 
frankly  acknowledge,  that  it  is  a  natural 
liquor,  and  to  which  they  have  been  ac- 
xuftomed ;  but  when  they  fee  it  put  in 
motion,  recede  from  it  with  the  utmoft 
#yer  lion. 


Thus 
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Thus  Sot  anus  informs  us,  that  he 
knew  a  perfon  labouring  under  this  dis¬ 
order,  who  made  fuch  a  confeffion ;  but 
tells  us,  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  could 

not  prevail  upon  him  to  take  the  water. 

\ 

Artorius  alfo  gives  us  an  inftance  of 
a  foldier,  who  labouring  under  this  dis¬ 
order,  upbraided  himfelf  with  his  inex- 
preffible  dread  of  water,  the  darling  li¬ 
quor  to  which  he  had  been  fo  much  ac- 
cuftomed ;  flnce,  in  the  hotteft  battles, 
he  had  never  felt  the  fmalleft  emotions  of 
cowardice  in  his  own  mind. 

Eudemus,  a  follower  of  Themifon , 
makes  mention  of  a  certain  phyflcian  la¬ 
bouring  under  an  Hydrophobia ,  who,  con- 
fcious  of  the  danger,  earneftly  intreated 
thofe  who  entered  the  room  to  keep  at 
a  diftance  from  him ;  and  at  laft,  a  tor¬ 
rent  of  tears  bunding  from  his  eyes,  the 
drops  had  fuch  a  furprifing  influence  upon 

him. 
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him,  that  he  ftarted  up,  and  tore  his 
garment. 

* 

Soranus  informs  us,  that  he  faw  an 
infant  afflicted  with  this  diforder,  ftmck 
with  terror  at  its  mother’s  breafcs. 

Thus  far  C re  Hus  Aurelianus ,  whofe 
defcription  is  fufficient  to  give  a  general 
idea  of  the  fymptoms,  with  refpedt  to 
which,  however,  I  (hall  be  more  parti¬ 
cular,  when  I  endeavour  to  account  for 
them  in  the  fequel.  Mean  time,  by 
way  of  illuftration,  I  fhall  relate  a  cafe 
communicated  to  me  by  the  late  Dr. 
Adams  of  Dav  entry  in  Northamptonjhire , 
a  phyfician  well  known  for  his  extenfive 
practice  in  that  country,  and  whofe  lofs 
would  have  to  this  day  been  more  re¬ 
gretted,  had  not  his  fucceffor.  Dr.  Theed, 
worthily  fapplied  his  place;  a  gentle¬ 
man,  of  whofe  abilities  and  integrity  I 
have  the  higheft  opinion. 


The 
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The  perfon  who  is  the  fubjedl  of  this 
hiftory,  I  was  well  acquainted  with 
when  I  was  too  young  to  confider  it  with 
a  view  to  medicine.  But  two  circum- 
ftances  contributed  to  fix  his  misfortune 
in  my  memory,  and  which  induced  me 
many  years  after  to  be  unufually  inquifi- 
tive  about  it.  One  was,  that  he  was 
remarkable  for  vaft  bodily  ftrength  and 
agility,  and  fo  much  celebrated  for 
wreftling,  a  diverfion  much  in  vogue  in 
that  country,  that  whenever  any  prize  was 
to  be  contended  for  in  the  athletic  way, 
he  was  for  many  years  excepted,  as  a 
champion  not  fit  to  enter  the  lifts,  being 
by  far  fuperior  to  all  others.  This  would 
naturally  make  a  ftrong  impreftion  on  the 
mind  of  a  boy,  highly  and  much  aftedted 
by  the  honour  this  unfortunate  man  had 
acquired  by  this  fuperiority,  and  which 
was  little  lefs  than  that  of  a  vidtor  in  the 
Olympic  games. 

The 
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The  other  circumldance  was  the  tm- 
commonnefs  of  his  cataftrophe  j  and  the 
confternation  and  terror  it  excited  in  the 
neighbourhood  ;  thefe  made  me  deter¬ 
mine  at  the  fame  moment  I  chofe  pbyfic 
for  my  profeffion,  to  try  by  ail  poffible 
means  to  difcover  a  remedy  for  the  di- 
ftemper  of  which  he  died  ;  and  if  I  have 
fucceeded,  the  world  is  obliged  to  this 
man  s  misfortune  for  the  benefit. 

William  Bland,  of  Buckby  in  the  county 
of  Northampton ,  a  farmer,  fomething  lefs, 
as  I  remember,  than  forty  years  of  age, 
came  to  Dr.  Adams  at  Dav entry  on  the 
market  day,  ( Wednesday )  to  confult  him 
about  a  forenefs  in  his  throat,  and  a  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  fwallowing.  As  nothing  was 
thought  of  lefs  than  the  bite  of  a  mad 
dom  his  diforder  was  afcribed  to  a  cold, 

O  * 

and  he  was  treated  accordingly.  Two 
days  after,  the  Doftor  was  defired  to 
make  him  a  vifit  at  his  own  houfe.  He 
found  him  reftlefs,  uneafy,  and  anxious 

without 
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without  any  caufe  ;  but  yet  went  about 
his  bufinefs  as  ufual  ^  was  perfectly  in 
his  fenfes  ;  free  from  fever ;  but  the  dis¬ 
order  in  his  throat  increafed. 

After  the  Dodtor  had  been  feme  little 
time  in  the  houfe,  as  he  was  fitting  be¬ 
hind  the  table  with  his  patient*  a  do- 
me  file  brought  him  fome  ale  in  a  com- 
mon  mug.  As  foon  as  he  took  it  in  his 
hand,  his  patient  with  fome  precipitation 
made  his  efcape  from  behind  the  table, 
and  feemed  pretty  much  convulfed,  and 
in  great  terror.  Upon  being  afked  the 
reafon  of  his  retreat,  he  faid  he  did  not 
like  to  fee  the  drink.  And  then  his  wife 
informed  the  Dodtor,  that  fome  little 
time  before,  he  went  to  draw  fome  beer, 
and  was  fo  terrified  at  its  running,  that 
he  made  all  manner  of  haftc  out  of  the 
room  with  the  fpigot  in  his  hand.  Upon 
this  the  Dodtor  afleed  him  if  he  had  ever 
been  bit  by  a  dog  ?  to  which  he  replied, 
never  in  his  life.  But  a  fervant  in  the 
next  room  hearing  the  queftion,  came  in 

and 
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and  faid,  Matter,  you  may  remember, 
that  laft  fpring  (about  four  months  be¬ 
fore)  coming  from  Rugby  market,  we 
met  a  little  dog,  that  you  endeavoured 
to  catch,  and  complained  it  had  bit  your 
thumb.  Upon  this  he  recollected  the 
circumftance,  but  faid  the  creature  only 
fcratched  him,  without  drawing  blood, 
and  that  he  had  never  thought  of  it  af¬ 
terwards. 

The  cafe  was  now  too  plain,  and  the 
DoCtor  made  a  proper  prognoftic,  which 
was  the  third  day  after  verified  by  his 
death  ;  for  from  this  time  the  anxiety, 
reftlefsnefs,  and  uneafmefs  hourly  increas¬ 
ed;  the  paroxyfms,  fuch  as  he  fell  into 
on  the  fight  of  the  beer,  attended  with 
tremors,  convulfions,  and  vaft  agonies, 
returned  at  intervals,  and  became  more 
violent  as  death  approached.  The  dis¬ 
order  in  his  throat  increafed,  till  at  laft 
he  died,  as  it  were,  firangled,  and  univer¬ 
sally  convulfed.  But  he  Scarcely  ever  loft 
his  reafon,  nor  was  there  any  aCtions  re- 

fembling 
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fembling  thofe  of  a  dog ;  nor  barking ; 
except  fuel;  an  alteration  in  his  voice,  as 
happens  in  almoft  every  quinfey,  that 
rifes  to  any  confiderable  degree  of  vio¬ 
lence,  might  by  a  warm  imagination  be 
efteemed  fuch.  Nor  was  his  fever  ever 
confiderable. 

Before  I  can  proceed  to  give  a  far¬ 
ther  account  of  the  Hydroyhobia,  it  will 
be  neceffary,  for  the  fake  of  method  and 
perfpicuity,  to  defcribe  the  appearances 
obferved  in  fuch  bodies  as  have  died  of 
the  diftemper  upon  difledion. 

First,  then,  the  internal  fuperficies  of 
the  Oefophagus,  or  gullet,  has  been  gene¬ 
rally  found  confiderably  inflamed.  I  fay 
generally,  becaufe  the  late  Dr.  Mead  has 
mentioned  in  the  P  bilofopbicalTranfa&ions , 
the  cafe  of  a  boy  of  about  nine  years  old, 
who  died  of  an  Hydrophobia,  and  upon 
difledion  no  appearances  of  inflammation 
were  found  in  the  Oefophagus.  But  this 
is  a  Angle  inftance,  and  I  do  not  recoiled: 

another 
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another  upon  record  to  this  purpofe* 
hiftories  of  almoft  every  other  cafe  taking 
notice  of  this  appearance  as  molt  remark¬ 
able.  And  this  inflammation  has  been 
obferved  in  the  ftomach  and  inteftines, 
and  in  the  membranes  interpofed  betwixt 
the  cartilaginous  rings  of  the  afpera  ar - 
teria,  or  windpipe,  by  Bonetus,  and  other 
authors  of  authority. 

It  will  be  obferved  in  the  fequel,  that 
patients  under  the  influence  of  an  Hy¬ 
drophobia  very  otten  difcharge  by  vomit 
a  vifcid,  glutinous  bile,  of  various  colours, 
a  dark  brown,  for  example,  or  green, 
freemen tly  of  a  difagreeable  fmell,  and 
often  very  offenflve.  Much  of  this  is 
often  found  in  the  ftomach  upon  diflec¬ 
tion  ;  and  the  gall  bladder  has  on  thefe 
occafions  been  almoft  always  found  dis¬ 
tended  with  a  thick  tenacious  bile,  of  a 
fimilar  colour,  and  fometimes  black. 

The  Pericardium  is  a  kind  of  bag, 
which  inclofes  the  heart,  together  with 

its 
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Its  auricles,  or  what  is  in  beafts  called  the 
Deaf  Ears ,  and  all  the  large  veffels  arifing 
from  thefe  and  the  heart.  In  this  bag 
a  fpoonful  or  two  of  bloody  water  is 
ufually  found  upon  diffedting  fuch  bodies 
as  have  either  died  of  violent  deaths,  or 
other  difeafes.  But  in  fuch  as  have  pe- 
rifhed  in  confequence  of  an  Hydrophobia , 
it  is  found  without  a  Angle  drop  of  wa¬ 
ter,  or  moifture,  fo  as  to  appear  remark¬ 
ably  dry. 

*-  «  i  & 

The  lungs  are  obferved  to  be  prodigi- 
oufly  diftended  with  thick  blood,  fo  as 
to  have  the  appearance  fometimes  of  a 
mafs  of  coagulated  blood,  deftitute  of 
Serum.  The  cavities,  or  ventricles  of  the 
heart,  and  its  auricles,  efpecially  the 
right,  are  obferved  to  be  full  of  concre¬ 
ted  blood,  with  little  or  no  moifture ; 
but  in  the  left  ventricle  the  blood  has 
been  found  fluid.  But  the  different  in¬ 
tervals  of  time  betwixt  the  death  and  the 
diifedtion  of  the  fubjedl,  may  caufe  fome 
difference  in  thefe  refpedts. 

F  I 
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I  find  Dr.  Mead,  in  the  laft  edition 
of  his  Treatife  on  Poifons,  attempts  to 
eftablifh  a  very  lingular  theory  relative  to 
this  diftemper,  and  to  prove  that  the 
nervous  juice  receives  and  conveys  the 
inoculated  poifon  into  the  habit.  And 
Boerhaave  has,  in  his  concife  way  of  wri¬ 
ting,  inlinuated  fornewhat  of  the  fame 
kind  ;  and  thefe  have  been  followed  by 
others,  for  whofe  characters  I  have  fome 
regard.  But  as  I  cannot  facrifice  my 
reafon  and  my  understanding  to  the  manes 
of  thefe  great  men  ;  as  I  have  not  a  turn 
of  mind  fuited  to  abftrufe  reafonings  on 
vilions  3  as  I  prefer  a  faithful  detail  of 
fadls  to  romances,  and  efteem  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  my  fenfes,  or  what  approaches 
the  neareft  to  it,  a  better  teftimony  than 
all  the  feeming  probabilities  that  a  warm 
imagination  can  fugged:  j  I  hope  I  may 
be  excufed  from  taking  any  further  no¬ 
tice  of  a  theory  I  cannot  comprehend, 
after  having  declared,  that  I  do  not  be- 
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lieve  one  fyllable  of  the  modern  dodtrine 
of  nervous  juices  and  nervous  dijlempers ; 

,  '  ir 

After  this  it  fhould  feem  incumbent 
on  me  to  explain,  how  I  think  this  infec¬ 
tion  is  received,  foftered,  and  propagated, 
fo  as  ultimately  to  infedt  the  healthy 
juices,  and  induce  a  train  of  fymptoms, 
which  have  been  efteemed  the  moft  ex¬ 
traordinary,  and  are  known  to  be  the 
moft  fatal  of  all  others. 

In  order  to  fet  this  in  the  cleareft 
light,  let  us  confider  the  appearances  of 
the  fmall  pox  from  inoculation.  The 
furgeon  makes  a  fcratch  upon  the  fkin, 
very  frequently  not  deep  enough  to 
bleed,  or  to  admit  immediately  the 
variolous  infedted  matter  into  the 
blood.  From  this  operation  the  patient 
.  perceives  no  inconvenience  for  about 
eight  days,  more  or  lefs  ;  but  about  that 
time  the  wounded  parts  begin  to  in¬ 
flame,  and  in  a  little  time  to  difcharge 
Pus,  or  Ichor,  or  fome  kind  of  humour, 

F  2  At 
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At  this  time  the  inoculated  perfon  begins 
to  be  lick,  hot,  and  uneafy ;  the  head  is 
affected  with  pain  ;  he  becomes  delirious, 
and  often  convulfed  and  thefe  fymp- 
toms  continue  till  the  vital  powers  have 
relieved  the  conftitution  from  this  em- 
barraflment,  by  fmall  critical  and  falu- 
tary  inflammations  in  the  cellular  mem¬ 
brane,  which  from  their  firft  appearance 
tend  gradually  to  fuppuration,  and  which 
are  called  puftules. 

Let  us  compare  this  with  what  hap¬ 
pens  upon  the  bite  of  a  mad  dog.  The 
animal,  with  his  tooth  covered  with  Ha¬ 
ver,  inflidts  a  wound,  which  very  often 
amounts  to  no  more  than  a  fcratch, 
without  opening  a  vefiel,  or  drawing  the 
leaft  drop  of  blood.  The  infedting  Sa¬ 
liva,  by  this  orifice  introduced  into  the 
habit,  remains  there  without  any  appa¬ 
rent  injury  to  the  conftitution,  for  a 
longer  or  a  fhorter  time,  from  one  day 
to  ten  months,  or  as  many  years,  if  we 
may  credit  the  hiftories  of  phyfic.  But 

fo 
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\ 

fo  fbon  as  the  contagion  has  made  a  pro- 
grefs,  and  altered  the  habit  to  a  certain 
degree,  the  part  where  it  was  originally, 
received  generally  begins  to  inflame,  fef- 
ter,  and  be  painful  ;  and  the  diftemper 
which  has  been  already  defcribed  comes 
gradually  on. 

But  here  the  comparifon  ceafes ;  for 
whereas  the  fmall  pox  terminates  by  a 
falutary  crifis,  the  diftemper  in  queftion 
has  very  feldom  been  known  to  end 
otherwife  than  with  the  life  of  the  party 
infedted.  There  is,  however,  fimilitude 
enough  in  their  propagation  to  juftify  my 
comparing  them  together,  and  to  render 
it  probable,  that  they  are  both  received 
and  foftered  in.  the  fame  way,  though  the 
difference  of  the  poifons  may  render  the 
confequences  not  the  fame. 

Here  I  cannot  forbear  remarking, 
that  if  the  exiftence  of  a  nervous  fluid 
had  been  proved,  which  is  by  no  means 
the  cafe,  I  Ihould  apprehend,  that  a  fpirit 

F  3  fo 
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fo  fine  as  to  efcape  the  notice  of  the 
fenfes,  to  elude  every  artifice  of  the  moft 
artful  and  curious  inveftigator,  and  which 
has  been  compared  to  electrical  fire,  muft 
be  contaminated  fo  inftantaneoufly,  as  to 
produce  immediate  and  fenfible  efteCts, 
without  waiting  on  the  poifon  till  it 
pleafes  to  exert  itfelf.  And  as  after  the 
receipt  of  the  infeCking  matter,  the  blood 
does  not  appear  to  have  contracted  any 
noxious  quality,  or  to  be  in  the  leaft  al¬ 
tered,  after  many  days,  weeks,  or  months, 
it  fiiould  feem  extraordinary,  that  it 
fhould  have  harboured  for  fo  long  a  time 

fuch  &  powerful  inmate  with  impunity. 

* 

But  there  is  another  part  of  the  ma¬ 
chine,  neither  fo  much  underftood  or  no- 
ticed  as  its  importance  merits,  which  I 
think  more  adapted  to  afford  a  nurfery 
to  this,  and  many  other  kinds  of  conta¬ 
gion,  than  thofe  already  ynentioned.  I 
mean  the  Cellular  Membrane .  This  Bo~ 
erbaave  has  proved,  to  my  fatisfaCtion  at 
Jeaft,  to  be  the  receptacle  off  the  venereal 

,  infeCtionSi 

*  *  '  ••  '•  *  5 
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Infection,  another  poifon  propagated  by 
inoculation.  And  this  is  the  known  feat 
of  inflammation,  fuppuration,  mortifica¬ 
tion,  and  gangrene,  as  well  as  of  many 
or  moft  of  thofe  diftempers  which  are 
called  cutaneous,  from  a  common  pimple 
to  a  bubo  in  the  pox,  or  a  carbuncle  in 
the  plague  ;  and  therefore  it  muft  be  fuf- 
ceptable  of  inflection  from  within  or 
without,  or  from  both. 

That  the  reader  unlearned  in  anato¬ 
my  may  the  better  comprehend  what  I 
have  faid,  and  what  I  fhall  fay,  upon 
this  fubject,  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
make  him  acquainted  with  the  mecha- 
nifm  of  this  extraordinary  membrane,  fo 
far  as  it  is  hitherto  underftood,  upon  the 
authorities  of  Boerhaave  and  Chefelden , 
the  former  of  which,  in  his  preface  to 
the  collection  of  authors  on  the  venereal 
difeafe,  thus  defcribes  it. 

■  This  membrane  is  of  a  vafcular  con- 
*  texture,  and  forms  innumerable  cells 

F  4  *  co m* 
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T  v  " »  !•  * 

4  communicating  with  each  other,  in 
€  which  the  fat  is  lodged.  Thefe  cells 
4  are  capable  of  a  prodigious  diftention 
s  by  a  very  fmall  diftending  force.  In  a 
4  confumption  they  are  fo  much  wafted, 

•  that  the  leaft  traces  of  them  are  not 
4  perceptible.  When  in  an  Emphyfema 
4  they  are  diftended  with  air,  they  fwell 
4  to  an  enormous  bulk  ;  as  alfo  in  an 
4  Anafarca,  when  filled  with  water. 

4  Th  i  s  membrane  invefts  all  the  move- 
4  able  parts  of  the  body,  and,  by  its  in- 
4  terpolition  betwixt  the  internal  part  of 

4  the  fkin,  and  external  furface  of  the 

5  mufcles,  renders  the  fkin  moveable, 
4  whilft  the  mufcles  are  at  reft.  Hence, 
4  where  the  mufcles  which  are  moft  in 

*  motion  are  fituated,  there  this  mem- 

^  *  *»  *  A  * 

s  brane  is  found  to  be  naturally  thickeft, 
4  and  moft  replete  with  fit ;  as  is  vifible 
4  on  the  breaft,  abdomen,  back,  loins, 
4  buttocks,  thighs,  legs,  {boulders,  arms, 
e  temples,  and  neck.  But  in  thofe  parts 
€  where  the  mufcles  are  very  fmall,  or 

c  their 
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<  their  addon  inconfiderable,  it  is  fur- 
4  nifhed  with  fo  little  fat,  that  moft  ana- 
4  tomifts  have  denied,  that  in  thofe  places 
*  it  is  to  be  found.  Thus  in  the  head, 

4  eye-lids,  face,  and  fcrotum,  they  affirm 
4  that  there  is  no  fuch  thing  ;  but  how- 
4  ever  erroneoufly  5  for  in  thefe  parts  it 
4  really  exifts,  but  is  lefs  in  proportion  as 
4  the  'Elevator  Falpebrce  fuperio^is  and 
4  Corrugator  Frontis  is  lefs  than  the  Glu- 
4  tcei .  But  as  this  membrane  feparates 
4  the  mufcles  from  the  fkin,  fo  it  lies  be- 
4  twixt  the  mufcles,  and  feparates  every 
4  individual  mufcle  of  the  body  from 
4  every  other  mufcle,  that  they  may  move 
4  upon  each  other  without  difficulty.  It 
4  forms  alfo  vaginee  (fheaths)  for  the  ten- 
4  dons  of  the  mufcles,  that  they  may 
4  readily  move  backwards  and  forwards 
4  without  any  hindrance.  It,  farther,  ac- 
4  companies  the  heads  and  tendons  of  the 
4  mufcles  to  their  origins  from,  and  infer- 
4  tions  into,  the  bones,  where  it  is  expand- 
4  ed  upon  the  external  Pertojleum  (mem* 
4  brane  that  covers  the  bone)  bones  and 

4  liga- 
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*  ligaments  of  the  joints,  which  it  in^ 

*  VT°lves>  and  infinuates  itfelf  to  the  Vif* 

*  cera  (internal  organs)  under  the  Menin- 

G  Ses  Pfeura,  and  Peritoneum , 

*  . 

\ 

‘Besides  the  Involucrum,  or  cover-* 
6  ing,  which  the  cellular  membrane  gives 
to  each  mmcip,  as  abovementioncd, 
e  every  individual  mufcular  fibre  is 
‘  cIoathed  wi£h  a  production  thereof,  by 
■  intervention  of  which  every  fibre 
.  is  iepai  ated  and  diftinft  from  every 
'  other  fibre.  This  membrane,  there* 
foie,  on  account  of  its  incredible  ex- 
‘  panfion,  and  the  communication  of  its 

*  cex‘s  whh  each  other,  carries  on  an  in* 

*  tercourfe  between  the  parts  of  the  bo- 
‘  hy  the  m oft  remote  from  each  other } 

*  hetwixt  the  fkin,  for  example,  and  the 

*  ,mrrow  of  the  bones  ;  for  as  it  reaches 

*  *rom  the  Hein  to  the  external  Per  to * 

*  jhtum  ;  and  as  the  matter  which  forms 
‘  tixc  marrow  is  conveyed  to  the  bone, 

and  a  portion  of  it  reconveyed  back 

*  a#in  by  the  vefieis  of  the  Perioftceum* 

th§ 
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f  the  way  is  obvious  how  thefe  remote 
f  parts  may  communicate. 

♦  Boerhaave  fays,  he  is  convinced  of 
?  this  flrudture,  and  the  ufes  of  the  Mem - 
c  brana  Celluloja  by  inconteflible  experi- 
c  meats,  and  that  the  knowledge  of  it  is 
c  indifpenfably  neceffary  both  for  under- 
«  {landing  and  curing  an  inflammation, 

*  Suppuration,  Gangrene,  Scirrhus,  Can- 
f  cer,  Atheroma,  Steatoma,  Meliceres, 
$  Sphacelus,  and  Dropfy, 

*  Cheselden  fays,  that  the  cells  of 

*  this  membrane  communicate  through- 

*  out  the  whole  body  fo  much,  that  from. 
c  any  one  part  the  whole  may  be  filled 
f  with  air.  I  have  feen  two  cafes,  fays 

*  he,  where  the  windpipe  being  cut,  and 
the  external  wounds  being  clofely 

c  ditched  by  injudicious  furgeons,  th© 
f  air  which  efcaped  at  the  wound  of  the 
f  windpipe,  getting  into  the  cells  of  the 
9  Membrana  Adipofa ,  blew  up  the  upper 
f  part  of  the  body  like  a  bladder.  The 

s  like 
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*  like  accident,  fays  he,  I  have  feen  from 

*  a  broken  rib,  where  I  fuppofe  the  end 

*  £he  had  pricked  the  lungs  :  all 

*  thefe  perfons  died. 

In  thefe  cells  the  water  is  contained 
‘ in  an  A 'nafarca. ,  which  from  its  weight 

*  Bril  fills  the  depending  parts,  as  the 
‘  air,  in  the  former  cafes,  did  the  upper 

*  parts ;  and  when  thefe  cells  are  very 
‘  ^Ih  the  water  frequently  paffes  from 
‘  them  into  the  Abdomen,  and  after  tap- 

*  P!ng>  tho’  the  limbs  were  ever  fo  full, 

4  they  will  almofl  empty  themfelves  in 
g  one  night’s  time. 

^  4  This  membrane  is  the  u final  feat  of 
4  mipofthumation  and  boyls,  in  both 
which  nature  uninterrupted  always  cor- 

*  roaes  a  hole  in  the  fkin,  from  whence 

*  we  may  learn,  that  the  beft  way  of 
‘  0Pening  impofthumations  is  by  a  hole, 

*  anc*  £hat  too  as  near  the  time  of  its 

*  breaking  naturally  as  may  be,  that  na- 
‘  tore  may  make  the  utmofi:  advantage  of 

*  the 
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*  the  difcharge.  There  is  fometim.es  a 
‘  large  kind  of  boyl,  or  carbuncle,  in  this 

<  membrane,  which  fir  ft  makes  a  large 

<  flough,  and  a  number  of  fmall  holes 

<  thro’  the  fkin,  which  in  time  mortifies 
«  and  cafts  off ;  but  the  longer  the  flough 

<  is  fuffered  to  remain,  the  more  it  dif- 

<  charges,  and  with  the  more  advantage 
‘  to  the  patient ;  at  the  latter  end  of 

<  which  cafe,  the  matter  has  a  bloody 
«  tindure,  and  a  bilious  fmell,  exactly 

*  like  what  comes  from  ulcers  in  the  li- 

<  ver,  and  both  thefe  cafes  are  attended 

*  with  fweet  urine  as  in  a  Diabetes/ 

To  what  the  two  laft  quoted  authors 
have  faid,  let  it  be  added,  that  there  is  a 
perpetual  intercourfe  betwixt  the  blood 
veffels  and  the  cellular  membrane,  and 
confequently  betw  ixt  the  contents  of  both, 
the  blood  and  the  fat;  and  that  the  fat  en¬ 
ters  the  compofition  of  the  Bile ,  a  portiop 
of  it  being  conveyed  from  its  great  recepta¬ 
cle  the  Omentum,  which  in  beafts  is  called 
the  Leaf,  to  the  Vena  Portarum  (the  large 

veffel 
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veffel  which  conveys  the  juices  to  thd 
liver)  by  veffels  adapted  to  that  life. 
Hence,  when  fat  horfes  are  rode,  or  cattle 
drove  very  hard  in  hot  weather,  the  faft 
liquified  by  heat,  and  impelled  into  the 
liver  too  copioufly,  burfts  that  organ,  and 
the  beaft  inftantly  dies. 

These  things  being  premifed;  I  think 
it  no  difficult  affair  to  account  for  the 
progrefs  of  the  venom,  which  is  the  fub- 
jedt  of  this  differtation,  and  to  trace  it 
from  the  part  where  it  fi rft  entered  the 
body,  through  all  the  fcenes  to  the  ul- 
timate  cataftrophe,  which  elofes  the  tra~ 
gedy; 

'j  • 

I  apprehend,  therefore,  that  the  pol- 
fonous  Saliva  adhering  to  the  tooth  of  the 
mad  dog,  is  immediately  communicated 
to  the  fat  redding  in  one  or  more  of  the 
cells  of  the  membrane  juft  defcribed, 
which  ufed  to  be  called  the  Membrane 
Aclipofa ,  but  now  more  generally  the 
Membrana  Cdlulofa ,  A  fcratch  is  fuffici- 

enf 
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ent  for  this  purpofe,  if  it  only  raifes  the 
cuticle,  or  external  fkin,  without  open¬ 
ing  a  Angle  blood  veffel,  or  drawing  a 
drop  of  blood ;  for  this  fubtile  pdifori, 
as  well  as  the  venereal  venom,  is  capable 
of  entering  the  cellular  membrane,  when 
applied  to  any  part  not  covered  with, 
nor  defended  by,  the  external  fkin,  dr 
Cnticala .  Thus  I  think  it  is  received, 
and  there  harboured  for  a  longer  or 
lhorter  time,  according  to  the  degree  of 
the  infection,  the  heat  of  the  weather, 
the  conftitution  of  the  patient,  his  me¬ 
thod  of  living,  and  a  tlioufand  unnotice-- 
able  circumftances,  which  may  either 
accelerate  or  retard  the  progrefs  of  the 
canine  venom. 


In  this  firft  receptacle,  like  an  evil 
gueft,  it  infers  the  contained  fat,  as  a 
kind  of  leaven,  which  communicates  the 
contagion  to  the  adjacent  cells,  and  thefe 
again  to  others,  till  the  whole  mafs  of 
fat  is  thus  altered,  or  at  lead:  a  quantity 

©f  it  fufficient  to  produce  a  diftemper, 

>  . 

re-*- 
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refembling  that  which  the  animal  la¬ 
boured  under,  which  communicated  ori¬ 
ginally  the  venom,  and  whofe  juices 
were  previoufly  affedted  in  the  fame 
manner. 

As  there  is  a  perpetual  intercourfe  be¬ 
twixt  the  blood  and  the  cellular  mem¬ 
brane  and  fat,  it  is  not  probable  it  fhould 
efcape  the  contagion^  and  yet  there  is 
fome  reafon  to  believe,  that  it  is  not 
much  affecfted  even  after  the  breaking 
out  of  the  difternper,  as  it  has  all  .  the 
marks  of  being  extremely  good,  when 
let  out  of  the  body,  even  after  the  di- 
ftemper  fhews  itfelf.  Boerhaave  fays  it 
is  omni  nota  bonus ,  good  in  every  relpedt, 
in  appearance.  But  in  the  progrefs  of 
the  difternper  it  is  found  much  altered, 
being  fometimes  very  fizey  and  thick, 
and  at  others  totally  diffolved  into  a 
Cruor ,  or  gore  ;  fo  that  it  fhould  feem  not 
fo  much  to  excite  the  difternper,  as  to 
receive  an  evil  impreffion  from  it.  And 
perhaps  it  may  be  this  very  circumftance 
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th.it  has  Hitherto  rendered  the  cure  {q 
difficult,  and  difappointed  the  practi¬ 
tioners  in  all  ages  in  their  attempts  to 
remedy  this  diftempen  For  whilft  they 
appiy  to  the  blood  or  nerves,  quite  in¬ 
nocent  of  the  evil,  the  part  affeCted  is 
neglected,  and  the  contagion  fuffered  to 
proceed  unnoticed  in  its  proper  refidence. 
It  is  therefore  incumbent  on  us  to  look 
a  little  further,  and  examine  whether 
there  may  not  be  fome  other  juices  in 
the  body,  which  this  venom  may  affeCt, 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  excite  a  diltem- 
per,  and  ultimately  vitiate  the  blood,  and 
dffiurb  the  fpirits.  By  fpirits  I  mean  that 
part  of  the  corporal  fyftem,  which  conveys 
lenlation  and  motion,  without  pretend¬ 
ing  to  underftand  how  or  in  what  man¬ 
ner  theie  are  performed.  And  I  would 
chufe  to  have  this  remembered,  whene¬ 
ver  I  mention  the  fpirits  or  nerves. 

It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  a 
confiderable  .quantity  of  fat  enters  the 
compofition  of  the  bile,  a  fluid  of  the 

C  moll 
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moft  extenfive  life  in  the  animal  ceco no- 
my,  and  with  which  the  reft  of  the  body 
is  fupplied  by  the  Liver  in  immenfe  quan¬ 
tities.  Now  when  the  fat  is  infedted 
with  contagion,  probably,  in  procefs  of 
time,  the  bile  muft  partake  of  it  for 

XUKQV  X  OOCCKO^  X&XQV  Cc'OV,  dll  6Vll  bivdy  dH 

evil  egg . 

Now  it  is  extremely  certain,  that  moft 
people  under  the  influence  of  this  di- 
ftemper,  diicharge  by  vomit  a  vifcid 
tough  bile,  of  various  colours,  frequently 
green,  or,  as  it  is  called,  porraceous. 
And  in  nearly  all  the  bodies  that  have 
been  diffeded  after  perifhing  by  this  di- 
ftemper,  a  quantity  of  tenaceous  difco- 
loured  bile  has  been  found  in  great  plenty 
in  the  ftomach,  and  the  gall  bladder  di- 
ftended  with  vifcid  bile,  very  frequently 
black.  -  • 

I  must  here  juft  obferve,  as  it  may 
illuftrate  the  prefent  fubjedt,  that  from 
the  very  infancy  of  the  medicinal  art  ta 

this 
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this  hour,  black  tenacious  bile  has  been 
generally  efteemed  the  great  caufe  of 
alienation  of  the  mind  ;  and  thofe  me¬ 
dicines  which  diifolve  it,  and  thofe  purges 
which  carry  it  out  of  the  body,  have  as 

generally  been  thought  to  contribute  to 
their  cure. 

Xo  proceed  :  i  nis  bile  being  found  in 
tne  ftomach,  thus  altered  from  its  natu¬ 
ral  ftate,  can  neither  acquire  its  exigence 
nor  alteration  by  magic  :  and  hence  I 
conclude,  that  it  is  adted  upon  by  fome 
corporeal  agent,  which  induces  the 
change,  and  that  in  the  liver,  where  it  is 
formed.  Is  not,  therefore,  this  agent  the 
Canine  Venom,  conveyed  to  the  liver  by 
the  l  enci  Portarum ,  together  with  the 
fat  that  enters  the  compofition  of  the 
bile  ?  \vhat  makes  this  the  more  pro¬ 
bable  is,  that  from  certain  eafily  conceiv-* 
able  changes  in  the  biliary  fyflem,  almoft 
every  fymptom  of  the  Canine  Madnefs 
may  be  accounted  for  and  explained. 

^  2  Th£ 
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The  bile,  ’tis  well  known,  when  in 
its  natural  and  lalutaiy  Rate,  is  a  fluid 
of  the  utraoft  importance  to  the  animal 
machine  1  5tis  certain,  that  it  is  fublei  — 
vient  to  many  actions,  wnich,  weie  they 
to  languifh,  or  ceafe,  an  almoft  immedi¬ 
ate  period  would  be  put  to  life.  And  it 
13  equally  certain,  that  the  bile  is  fubject 
to  fuch  affedtions  and  changes,  both  fiom 
external  and  internal  caufes,  that  render 
it,  inilead  of  a  benign  fluid,  a  molt  dc- 
ftrudtive  poifon,  fcarcely  inferior  to  arle- 
nic  in  virulence.  If  this  Ihould  be  in 
the  lead:  doubted,  I  refer  the  fceptic  to 
Frederic  Hoffmans  Treatile  De  Bile  Me - 
dicina  et  Veneno  Corporis,  of  which  there 
is  a  tranflatioix  in  the  Medicinal  Didtion- 
ary,  under  the  article  Bilis. 

I  must  not  proceed  without  remark¬ 
ing  again,  that  the  bile  is  fecreted  in  the 

O'  o 

Liver  in  immenfe  quantities. 

Let 
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Let  us  now  proceed  to  take  a  view  of 
the  fymptoms  of  the  Canine  Madnefs, 
when  the  caufe  exerts  itfelf  with  adivity 
fufficient  to  excite  a  diftemper, 

When  the  infedion  has  been  received 
by  a  fcratch,  or  a  wound,  the  very  firft 
iymptom  of  the  approaching  difeafe  is  a 
pain  in  the  part  where  the  infedion  was 
firft  received,  which  is  propagated  foon 
to  the  adjacent  parts ;  and  if  the  wound 
was  in  the  hand  or  arm,  to  the  fhoulder 
and  back  of  the  fame  fide.  This  pain  in 
forne  is  extremely  acute  and  excrucia¬ 
ting  ;  in  others  not  fo.  But  that  this 
may  not  be  efteemed  a  certain  diaenoftic 

m  o 

oi  uie  diftemper,  and  put  thole  who  have 
received  the  infection  off  iheir  guard, 
when  this  does  not  appear,  I  muft  re¬ 
mark,  that  when  the  contagion  is  re¬ 
ceived  without  any  laceration  of  any  part 
of  the  fkin,  but  by  the  patent  pores,  as 
by  much  handling  the  foam,  or  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  it  to  fuch  parts  as  are  not 

G  3  furnifheij 
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furnifhed  with  the  fcarfe,  or  externa! 
fkin,  as  the  lips,  tongue,  or  any  part  of 
the  mouth,  by  a  kifs,  or  otherwife,  I 
am  not  certain,  either  from  my  own  ex¬ 
perience,  or  the  obfervations  of  others, 
that  this  pain  is  a  prologue  to  the  trage¬ 
dy,  or  that  the  diftemper  may  not  come 
on  without  it.  Much  about  the  fame 
time,  the  wounded  part  begins  to  fefter 
and  be  fore. 

4  7  „  -  ’  f  t 

In  this  fymptom  I  mull  confefs  there  is 
fomething  too  abftrufe  to  be  precifely  ac¬ 
counted  for.  But  in  order  to  facilitate 
an  explication  of  it,  let  it  be  remem¬ 
bered,  that  the  very  fame  thing  happens 
in  the  inoculation  for  the  fmall  pox,  and 
in  another  fpecies  of  inoculation,  that  of 
the  venereal  infection.  For  in  both  thefe 
cafes,  however  different  in  their  natures, 
the  diforder  caufed  bv  both  infections 

-  j 

fir  ft  fhew  their  activity  in  the  very  places 
where  they  were  originally  received. 
In  the  fmall  pox  the  variolous  poifon 
firft  manifefts  its  malignity  in  the  very 

arm. 
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arm,  or  wherever  the  poifon  was  inferted. 
In  the  venereal  difeafe,  if  the  Gians  Pe¬ 
nis  is  firft  infeded,  there  the  fird:  fymp- 
toms  of  the  difiemper  generally  give  the 
firfi:  alarm  of  the  approaching  Lues.  If 
the  nipple  of  the  bread:,  the  lips,  or 
tongue,  fird:  receive  it,  the  offending  part 
is  fird:  punifhed  for  its  delinquency. 

Let  it  alfo  be  recollected,  that -in  a 
fpecies  of  ulcer  which  occupies  the  cel¬ 
lular  membrane,  taken  notice  of  in  the 
paffage  quoted  above  from  Cbefelden,  the 
finell  of  the  difcharge  much  refembles 
that  from  ulcers  in  the  liver.  Whence 
it  fhould  feem,  that  there  is  fome  com¬ 
munication  betwixt  the  liver  and  cellular 
membrane,  by  what  intervention  anato- 
mifts  have  not  given  any  fatisfaction,  and 
which  I  do  not  pretend  to  know.  But, 
upon  the  whole,  an  alteration  in  the  con¬ 
tents  of  the  cellular  membrane  is  likely 
to  be  greateft  in  that  part  where  the  ve¬ 
nom  was  fird:  received,  and  to  be  rnoft 
permanent.  When  the  whole  bile, 

G  4  therefore. 
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therefore,  in  the  body  begins  to  be  vi¬ 
tiated,  and  is  diftributed,  as  it  muft  be, 
all  over  the  body,  that  part  where  the 
obftru&don,  or  call  it  injury,  is  greateft, 
will  be  the  mod  likely  to  receive  the  firft 
impreflions  of  the  malignity. 

The  next  fymptoms  that  appear, 
which  fooner  or  later  fucceed  the  pre¬ 
ceding,  are  Laffitude,  a  fen  fa  tion,  as  it 
were,  of  a  load  or  weight,  and  inactivi¬ 
ty  or  torpidnefs,  with  refpecl  to  mufcular 
motion  ;  disturbed  deep,  attended  with 
terrifying  dreams,  convulfions,  and  ftart- 
ings  of  the  tendons ;  perpetual  reftlefs- 
nefs ;  fighing>  dejeftednefs,  and  ‘defire  of 
folitude* 

This  train  of  fymptoms  is  taken  from 
Boerhaave ,  according  to  whom  thefe 
conftitute  the  firft  ftage  of  the  diftemper. 
But  as  this  celebrated  author  has  collected 
and  put  together  every  fymptom  that 
occurs  in  authors  that  have  wrote  upon 
it,  I  muft  apprife  the  reader  once  more, 

that 
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that  all  thefe  very  feldom  occur  in  one 
and  the  fame  perfon  ;  but  fome  appear 
in  certain  cafes,  fome  in  others. 

Now  none  of  thefe  fymptoms  are  pe¬ 
culiar  to  Canine  Madnefs.  They  all 
frequently  occur  before,  and  during  a  bi¬ 
lious  Diarrhoea,  or  purging  excited  by 
putrid  bile  in  the  ftomach  by  which 
they  are  totally  cured,  as  foon  as  the  bi¬ 
lious  fordes  are  difcharged  either  by  vo¬ 
mit,  or  ftool,  or  by  both. 

These  alfo  frequently  appear  in  the 
beginning  of  many  fevers,  and  feldom 
fail  of  being  removed  by  a  natural  or  ar¬ 
tificial  copious  dilcharge  of  bile,  either 
upwards  or  downwards.  Of  this  I  have 
feen  innumerable  inftances,  when  my 
powders  have  been  taken  in  quantities 
fufficient  to  excite  a  vomiting  or  purg¬ 
ing.  It  is  therefore  probable,  that  they 
are  caufed  by  bile  in  the  ftomach.  Duo¬ 
denum,  gall  bladder,  or  liver,  in  the  cafes 

laft 
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laft  mentioned ;  and  if  in  thefe,  why  not 
in  the  beginning  of  Canine  Madnefs  ? 

Many  under  the  influence  of  Canine 
Madnefs  in  this  ftage,  have  complained 
of  being  affected  in  their  dreams  with 
horrid  terrible  ideas  about  dogs :  But 
this  I  do  not  look  upon  as  an  effential 
concomitant  of  the  diftemper.  The  ter¬ 
ror  excited  by  the  bite  of  a  mad  dog  is 
uppermoft  in  the  mind  ;  and  this  the 
imagination  reprefen ts  to  them  fleeping 
or  waking.  If  an  equal  degree  of  danger 
was  threatened  from  any  adtion  of  a  be¬ 
loved  After,  or  miftrefs,  I  doubt  not  but 
the  imagination  would  be  employed  about 
thefe,  as  much  as  in  the  prelent  cafe 
about  dogs. 

*  ^  .  - 

There  is  another  circumftance  omit¬ 
ted  by  Boerhaave ,  and  not  taken  notice 
of  by  his  excellent  commentator  Van 
Swieten ,  as  I  remember,  and  yet  it  is 
very  remarkable.  It  is,  that  all  the  ex¬ 
ternal  organs  of  fenfation  are  rendered 

moft 
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moft  eafily  fufceptible  of  impreffions,  fo 
as  to  render  almoft  every  objedt  that  pre¬ 
fen  ts  troublefome.  Thus  the  leaft  mo¬ 
tion  of  the  air  is  uneafy,  and  the  very 
light  becomes  horribly  often  five. 

Mead  takes  notice  of  this ;  and  the 
girl,  whofe  hiftory  I  fhall  hereafter  re¬ 
late,  could  not  bear  the  light,  tho’  her 
eyes  were  fhut ;  and  fhe  was  obliged  to 
cover  her  face  with  the  bed-cloaths,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  uneafmefs  it  gave  her. 

With  refpedl  to  this,  let  it  be  confi- 
dered,  that  in  order  to  produce  a  difa- 
greeable  fenfation  from  objedts  before 
pleafing,  either  the  organ  muft  be  adted 
upon  more  forcibly,  or  it  muft  be  ren¬ 
dered  fenlible  in  a  greater  degree  to  ex¬ 
ternal  impreflions.  It  cannot  be  the  for¬ 
mer,  becaufe  the  air  and  light  muft  be 
nearly  the  fame  as  at  another  time.  It 
muft,  therefore,  in  this  cafe,  be  the  latter. 


But 
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But  the  fame  thing  happens,  in  fome 
degree,  in  various  other  diftempers. 
Th  us  the  fenfation  of  maniac  and  phre- 
nitic  patients  are  frequently  extremely 
acute,  and  the  organs  very  feniible  of 
the  aftions  of  every  external  object. 
Thus,  alfo,  in  the  beginning  of  many 
fevers,  the  air  becomes  difagreeable,  and 
the  light  cxccffivejy  ofFenfive  ;  and  a  eo^ 
pious  difeharge  of  yellow  or  green  bile 
by  vomit,  almoft  inftantaneoufly  removes 
thefe  fymptoms,  as  well  as  the  head-ach 
ufually  attending.  Are  we,  therefore, 
to  fay,  that  in  this  cafe  the  very  feniible 
membranes  of  the  ftomach,  and  all  the 
parts  about  the  Prcecordia,  communicate 
the  fenfations  they  receive  from  an  acri¬ 
monious  bile,  to  the  whole  fyftem  of 
nerves  ?  Or,  that  the  bile  become  ex¬ 
tremely  ftimulating,  and  poured  all  over 
the  habit,  acuates  the  organs  of  fenfa¬ 
tion,  and  renders  them  fufceptible  of  the 
flighted:,  and  more  affedted  by  the  ufual, 
impreflions  ?  Or  rather,  that  the  bile 

having 
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having  acquired  fome  new  qualities,  be¬ 
gins  now  to  a <£t  upon  the  brain,  and  to 
render  the  entire  organ  of  fenfation 
thence  derived,  more  liable  to  be  moved 
by  all  external  objedts  adling  upon  them  ? 
The  moft  general  caufe  of  madnefs  is 
faid  to  be  an  obftrudtion  in,  and  a  Phre~ 
nitis  is  actually  an  inflammation  of,  the 
brain. 

The  application  of  what  I  have  juft 
faid  to  thefe  fymptoms  of  Canine  Mad¬ 
nefs,  is  too  obvious  to  require  farther 
elucidation. 

The  blood  taken  away  in  this  ftage, 
being  in  appearance  perfedtly  good,  feems 
to  intimate,  that  it  is  yet  not  much  vi¬ 
tiated  by  the  contagion.  In  this  ftage 
of  the  Canine  Madnefs  I  think  it  always 
curable. 

I  fhall  now  proceed  to  examine  the 
fecond  ftage,  as  it  is  called  by  Boerbaave , 
having  firft  remarked,  as  I  did  before, 

with 
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with  refpedt  to  the  firft  ftage,  that  all 
the  fymptoms  enumerated  by  that  great 
author  do  not  often  appear  in  the  fame 

perfon  ;  and  fometimes  very  few  or  none 
of  them. 

'  / 

I  taw  a  perfon  who  certainly  died  in 
confequence  of  a  bite  from  his  own 
Butch  dog,  that  had  none  of  them,  ex¬ 
cept  great  dejection,  and  a  lurid  afpedi. 
He  had  no  dread  of  water,  for  I  faw  him 
drink  off  half  a  pint  of  Pyrtnorit  water 
with  great  pleafure  and  fatisfadtion,  not 
long  before  he  died.  This  patient  I  was 
not  concerned  for,  and  only  faw  him 
once  by  accident.  The  method  he  pur¬ 
ged  I  never  knew,  that  I  remember.  ' 

In  the  lecond  ftage  then,  all  the  above 
enumerated  fymptoms  are  increafod,  to 
which  are  added,  a  diftrefsful  conftric- 
tuie,  or  tightnefs  about  the  Prsecordia  j 
a  difficult  refpiration,  attended  with  fre¬ 
quent  fighing  ;  a  horror,  and  convalfive 
tremor  at  the  fight  of  water,  or  any 

liquor. 
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liquor,  and  even  of  any  thing  that  re¬ 
flects  the  light  like  a  mirror  ;  total  lofs 
of  appetite,  whilst  yet  a  poffibility  re¬ 
mains  of  fwallowing  folids ;  incredible 
anxiety,  tremors,  and  convulfions,  almoSk 
inducing  madnefs,  upon  touching  any  li¬ 
quors,  efpecially  with  the  lips  and  tongue; 
a  difcharge  of  very  vifcid  dark-coloured 
bilious  fordesy  or  porraceous  (green)  bile  ; 
heat,  fever,  want  of  deep,  a  Priapifm, 
and  a  feries  of  unufual,  Strange,  disturb¬ 
ing  thoughts. 

Most  of  thefe  Symptoms  appear  in 
many  other  diforders  befides  Canine 
Madnefs.  In  that  exceffive  vomiting  and 
purging,  fo  frequent  about  the  approach 
of  autumn,  which  Sydenham  elegantly  de¬ 
scribes  under  the  name  of  Cholera  Mor¬ 
bus ,  the  acrimonious  bile  Simulating 
the  nerves  of  the  Stomach  and  inteftines, 
and  all  the  adjacent  parts,  excites  Stric¬ 
ture,  difficulty  of  refpiration,  convulfions, 
which  ever  fo  little  negledted  become 

fatal. 
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fatal,  and  much  the  fame  train  of  fymp- 
toms  as  thofe  defcribed  above. 

I  fay  the  bile  brings  about  all  this 
confufion  in  the  body,  becaufe  when  this 
is  brought  away  by  drinking  copioufly 
the  chicken  water  defcribed  by  the  fame 
Sydenham,  and  vomiting  it  up  again  re¬ 
peatedly,  and  by  frequent  clyfters  of  the 
fame,  the  diforder  is  in  a  very  few  hours 
perfectly  cured.  Upon  this  occafion  the 
chicken  water  diffolves,  as  it  were,  and 
brings  away  the  acrid  flits  of  the  bile,  or 
dilutes  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  ren¬ 
der  them  no  longer  offend ve  to  the  ten- 
*  der  nerves.  And  befdes,  the  genial 
warmth  of  the  chicken  water  foments 
and  relaxes  the  contracted  and  convulfed 
nerves,  and  nervous  membranes,  and  re¬ 
moves  thofe  painful  ffriCtures  which  ex¬ 
cite  fpafms. 

Many  poifons  are  alfo  obferved  to 
produce  nearly  the  fame  fymptoms,  by 
inducing  pain,  ficknefs,  ftriCture,  and 


con- 
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Oonvullions.  And  I  believe  no  practi¬ 
tioner  in  phyfic,  that  has  feen  an  hundred 
patients  need  be  informed,  that  in  the 
hyfterical  paroxyfms  of  women,  and  the 
fits  of  hypochondriacifm  in  men,  all  the 
fymptoms  occur,  which  are  mentioned 
above  as  attendants  upon  the  lecond  ftage 
of  Canine  Madnefs,  the  dread  of  water 
only  excepted.  And  thefe,  I  am  certain, 
frequently  arife  from  putrid  and  acrimo¬ 
nious  filth  in  the  Duodenum,  or  the  bile 
in  the  fame  condition,  or  fome  way  al- 
tered  from  its  natural  and  falutary  ftate, 
harbouring  in  the  liver,  gall  bladder,  fto- 
mach  and  Duodenum. 

Now,  if  the  bile  may  be  fo  al¬ 
tered,  as  to  become  capable  of  bring¬ 
ing  on  fuch  fymptoms  in  other  cafes, 
why  may  not  the  fame  bile,  poifoned  by 
the  Canine  Venom,  induce  the  very  fame 
feries  of  fymptoms  in  the  Canine  Mad¬ 
nefs  ?  I  do  not  fuppofe  the  alteration  the 
bile  undergoes,  or  the  acrimony  it  con- 
tra£ts>  the  fame  in  all  thefe  cafes  ;  for  I 

H  think 
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think  it  may  deviate  a  multitude  of  ways 
from  a  natural  ftate,  and  induce  fymp- 
toms  very  various  as  to  their  appearances, 
and  events,  tho’  in  general  fufficieritly.fr- 
milar  to  difcover  their  fource. 

But  the  fymptom  of  this  diforder, 
which  has 'been  moft  particularly  regard? 
ed,  which  has  been  always  (tho’  falfely) 
efteemed  its  chara&eriftic,  and  from 
whence  it  has  acquired  the  name  of  Hy¬ 
drophobia,  is  the  dread  of  water,  or  fluids. 


- .  In  order  to  account,  in  fome  meafure, 
for  this  extraordinary  circumftance,  let  it 
be  remarked,  that  there  is  a  moft  ama- 
-zing  connection  betwixt  the  mind  and 
the  body,  infomuch,  that  the  body  is  in* 
ftantanecufly  affetted  by  ideas  ariftng  in 
the  mind  ;  and  the  mind,  in  its  turn,  as 
■it  were,  fpontaneoufly,  and  without  any 
.previous  experience,  confcious  of  the  fen- 
, fations  of  the  body,  fo  as  to  diftinguifh 
what  will  communicate  pain  or  plea¬ 
sure;  what  will  be  falutary,  or  prejudi- 
•  cial. 
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eial.  This  laft  is  what  is  called  InJlinSt 
in  the  brute  creation,  of  which  I  do  not 
think  the  human  fpecies  totally  de~ 
ftitute. 

With  refped  to  the  impreffions  the 
mind  makes  upon  the  body,  ’tis  noto¬ 
rious,  that  tney  lometimes  ante  to  a  pitch 
of  ridiculous  extravagance,  when  the 
imagination  fuggefting  fome  unaccount¬ 
able  chimera,  approaching  nearer  to  folly 
than  madneis,  adts  upon  the  corporeal 
organs  10,  as  to  produce  extraordinary 
commotions  in  them. 

To  explain  my  meaning  by  a  few  ex¬ 
amples,  the  following  may  fuffice. 

Some  years  ago  I  was  called  to  a  lady 
advanced  in  years,  whofe  diforder  I  do 
not  recodect  i  but  I  remember  it  was 
fuch  a  one  as  did  not  confine  her  to  her 
bed,  and  was  attended  with  no  com¬ 
plaints  of  the  ftomach.  She  earneftly 
petitioned  me  to  order  her  nothing 

H  2  that 
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that  was  naufeous.  I  di reeled  a  julep  of 
Brijlol  water,  Rhenifh  wine,  and  fine  fu* 
gar.  The  apothecary  brought  it :  a  large 
glafs  was  filled  out  in  my  prefence  :  fhe 
applied  the  glafs  to  her  nofe,  and  fmeli- 
ing  it,  upon  a  fnppofifion  that  it  was 
naufeous,  took  up  a  bafbn,  and  vomited 
till  it  was  half  full,  without  taking  the 
julep. 

There  is  a  remarkable  cafe  of  a  gen¬ 
tleman,  who  had  been  obliged  to  take 
fo  many  purges  and  vomits,  in  confer 
quence  of  fome  misfortunes  attending  his 
amours,  that  at  laft  the  very  light  of  bis 
‘apothecary,  who  brought  and  admini- 
ftered  them,  had  the  effe£t  of  an  emetic. 

In  regard  to  fimilar  actions  of  the  bo¬ 
dy  upon  the  mind,  every  one  who  has 
laboured  under  a  purging,  either  from 
putrid  bile,  or  putrefeent  aliment,  either 
fiefh  or  filh,  taken  in  too  large  quantities* 
fo  as  to  produce  a  forfeit  ;  and  whoever 
has  experienced  a  fever,  muft  re  collect, 

that 
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that  under  thefe  circumftances,  fuch  im- 
preffions  have  been  made  on  the  mind, 
that  the  idea  of  a  roafted  lobfter,  ftrong 
loop,  or  any  kind  of  putrefcent  animal 
food,  and  more  particularly  the  fight  of 
it,  was  unfupportably  naufeous,  without 
learning  from  experience,  that  fwallow- 
inS  it  was  either  difagreeable  or  pre- 
iudicial. 

This  and  many  other  inftances  to  the 
fame  purpofe,  which  might  be  mention¬ 
ed,  I  have  always  looked  upon  as  a  kind 
of  inftinft,  importing  a  prohibition  or 
warning  againft  fwallowing  any  thing 
that  would  increafe  the  diforder ;  whilft 
acid  or  acefcent  fluids,  which  contribute 
to  the  cure,  are  eagerly  coveted. 

I  think,  in  all  the  difledlions  of  thofe 
who  have  perifhed  in  confequence  of 
Canine  Madnefs,  a  very  few  only  except¬ 
ed,  the  Oefophagus ,  or  gullet,  has  been 
found  inflamed;  and  when  no  inflamma¬ 
tion  has  been  obferved,  it  was  probably 

H  3  tender 
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tender  and  fore,  either  from  a  difcharge, 
or  the  effluvia  of  the  noxious  bile,  or  an 
increafed  fenfibility  of  the  nerves ;  and 
the  ftomach  has  been  in  the  fame  condi¬ 
tion  ;  the  throat  is  alfo  generally  fore. 
Refides,  it  has  been  obferved,  that  perfons 
labouring  under  Canine  Madnefs,  who  have 
made  all  poffible  efforts  to  drink,  tho’  with¬ 
out  effedt,  have  immediately  after  perceiv’d 
their  ftomach  to  fwell  very  confiderably, 
not  without  pain  5  and  moft  patients  have 
been  much  convnlfed  upon  touching  wa¬ 
ter,  or.  any  fluid,  with  their  lips.-  May- 
no  t,  therefore,  the  local  afredtlon  of  the 
body  imprefs  upon  the  mind  a  fponta- 
neons  perception  or  prefcience  of  the 
effects  liquors  would  have,  when  they 
come  in  contact  with  the  tender  and 
excoriated  membrane  of  the  throat,  Oe~ 
fopliagu.s,  and  ftomach  ?  And  if  fo,  his 
not  extraordinary,  that  the  idea  of  fluids 
flhoaid  excite  averfron,  terror*  and  all  the 
confequences. 


In 
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In  confirmation  of  this*  permit  me  to 
remark*  that  a  butler  of  Sir  Robert  Wal¬ 
pole s*  afterwards  Lord  Orford ,  having 
fwallowed  accidentally  a  bottle  of  Elixir 
of  vitriol*  had  for  fome  days  as  great  an 
averfion  to  liquors*  as  was  ever  obferved 
from  the  Canine  Madnefs.  This  I  did 
not  fee*  but  relate  upon  undoubted  au- 

An, other  more  recent  cafe  of  the 
fame  kind  has  been  communicated  to 
me  by  a  gentleman*  on  whom  I  can 

A  fervant  maid  in  the  Hay  Market , 
about  twenty-five  years  of  age*  of  a  very 
robuft  habit*  took  three  tea-fpoonfuls  of 
oil  of  vitriol*  in  half  a  tea-cup  of  water* 
as  a  remedy  for  a  cold.  In  half  an  hour* 
or  lefs*  a  great  difficulty  of  refpiration 
came  on,  that  threatened  immediate  fti f- 
focation  ;  and  ffie  could  not  be  perfuaded 
to  attempt  to  fwallow  a  drop  of  any  li- 

II  4  quor 
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quor  whatever,  but  was  terrified  when¬ 
ever  it  was  named.  Her  pulfe  was  hard 
and  full,  and  fhe  was  all  over  extremely 
hot.  She  was  cured  by  copious  bleed¬ 
ing,  clyfters,  and  oily  medicines,  when 
fhe  was  capable  of  taking  them. 

In  this  cafe,  as  in  the  Canine  Mad- 
nefs,  the  organs  of  deglutition  feem  to 
have  been  excoriated  and  fore,  fo  as  to 
be  in  pain  upon  being  moved  to  fwallow 
a  fluid  ;  for  a  fomewhat  different  motion 
of  thefe  is  required  in  order  to  fwallow 
a  liquid,  from  what  is  necefiary  to  the 
taking  a  folid.  This  appears  from  cafes 
that  muff  have  occurred  to  every  practi¬ 
tioner  ;  for  there  is  a  not  unfrequent  dif- 
order  of  the  Oefophagus,  which  induces 
an  inability  to  fwallow  folids  fometimes, 
and  fometimes  liquids,  but  feldom  both, 
till  the  la  ft  ftage,  and  then  the  the  pa¬ 
tient  dies  famifhed. 


I  he  vicinity  of  the  Oefophagus  to  the 
Afpcra  Arteria ,  will  readily  account  for 

the 
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the  fudden  fenfation  of  fuffocation,  like 
that  which  happens  in  Canine  Madnefs. 

I  must  not  quit  this  fubjedt  without 
remarking,  relative  to  the  fwelling  of 
the  ftomach  foon  after  violent  efforts  to 
drink,  that  many  liquors  excite  a  confi- 
derable  effervefcence  and  heat  upon  being 
mixed  with  water,  during  which  a  large 
quantity  of  air  is  generated,  or  rather  the 
air  is  let  loofe  from  its  confinement  in 

1 

the  pores  of  the  fluids  thus  united. 

Now  I  think  it  very  pofiible,  that  the 
diflempered  bile  may  have  contracted 
fuch  qualities,  as  may  fuit  it  to  effer- 
vefce  upon  coming  into  contadt  with 
water,  or  any  other  liquor,  which  may 
be  accompanied  with  the  fame  genera¬ 
tion  of  air,  and  the  fame  heat.  And  if 
fo,  may  not  the  prefentiment  of  what 
would  happen  upon  this  union,  have,  in 
fome  degree,  the  fame  effedt  as  if  it  did 
adtually  happen  ;  juft  in  the  fame  manner 
&s  a  very  naufeous  objedt  when  prefent,  or 


even 
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even  the  idea  of  it  when  abfent,  will  exert 
the  fame  emetic  power,  as  if  it  was  actual¬ 
ly  fwallowed  ?  The  whole  frame,  there¬ 
fore,  rife  a,  as  it  were,  againft  it,  and  pro¬ 
hibits  its  admiffion  into  the  part,  where 
it  would. molt  certainly  produce  excruci¬ 
ating  pain,  not  without  imminent  dan¬ 
ger  of  immediate  fuffocation. 

.  J.  x„  i  •: .  v  :  .i ::  D  ,  - '  .  - ;  » 

In  the  third  fkage  all  the  fymptoms 
are  continually  aggravated  3  the  tongue, 
befides*  becomes  extremely  rough,  and 
hangs  out  of  the  mouth,  which  remains 
wide  open  3  the  voice  is  rough  ■  and 
hoarfe  ;  the  third  immenfe  5  the  fight 
or  touch  of  any  fluid  induces  diredl  fury, 
more  particularly  any  attempt  to  fwallow 
it  £  a  large  quantity  of  foam  is  collected 
in  the  mouth,  'which  the  mifwable  pa¬ 
tient  cannot  forbear  to  fpit  out  upon 
thofe  that  approach  him  ;  there  is  an 
unreftrainable  propenfity  to  bite  every 
thing  about  him  ;  he  grins  like  a  dog  s 
the  pulfe  and  respiration  become  defici¬ 
ent  s  cold  fweats,-  and  the  higheft  degree 
:  ... .  v  of 
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of  rage  come  on,  whilft  he  wonderfully 
retains  his  fenfes,  infomuch  as  to  be  afraid 
of  injuring  the  attendants  ;  and  about 
the  fourth  day  from  the  firft  ftage,  he 
dies  in  convulfions,  and  with  extreme 
difficulty  of  breathing. 

I  must  here  apprize  the  reader,  that 
this  lait  feries  of  fymptoms  I  relate  upon 
the  authority  of  Boerhaave ,  and  the  au¬ 
thors  from  whom  he  has  collected  them. 
For  I  have  never  feen  them  myfelf  in 
any  degree  equal  to  what  is  here  repre¬ 
fen  ted,  ail  I  have  attended  having  been 
cured  in  the  firft  ftage,  or  beginning  of 
the  fecond  :  and  no  one  I  have  converfed 
with  has  defcribed  the  fymptoms  in  this 
manner  upon  their  own  knowledge. 
And,  to  confefs  the  truth,  I  am  a  little 
apprehenfive,  that  the  appearances  may 
have  been  exaggerated  by  an  imagination 
prejudiced  by  what  the  earlieft,  as  well 
as  later,  authors  have  wrote,  and  terrified 
at  the  uncommonnefs  of  the  cafe. 


By 
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By  the  mod  authentic  accounts  I  can 
colled:  from  thofe  who  have  attended 
patients  under  the  influence  of  this  dif- 
eafe,  they  are  extremely  reafonable  at  in¬ 
tervals,  hut  often  feized  with  paroxyfms 
of  tremblings,  with  convulflons,  and  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  breathing,  which  become  more 
frequent,  and  more  fevere,  till  the  pa¬ 
tient  dies  fuffoeated  either  by  an  opp ref- 
lion  about  the  Preecordia,  or  fore  throat, 
or  both*  Mean  while,  I  cannot  learn, 
that  any  imitate  the  addons  of  a  dog, 
as  howling,  grinning,  or  barking,  more 
than  a  perfon  who  dies  of  a  common 

The  fymptoms  attending  this  third 
ftage,  I  coniider  only  as  thofe  of  the  fe- 
cond  aggravated  ;  except  as  the  blood  is 
now  greatly  altered  in  its  appearance 
from  what  it  is  in  its  natural  ftate,  and 
what  it  was  a  few  days  before.  This  cir- 

J 

cumftance  may  produce  fome  fymptoms 
common  to  this  and  all  inflammations. 

It 
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It  is  remarkable,  that  at  this  time  the 
blood  appears  fometimes  very  lizy  and 
thick*  and  fometimes,  a  little  after,  fo 
diffolved  and  fluid,  as  not  to  concrete  or 
coagulate  like  other  blood,  when  taken 
from  the  vein,  and  expofed  to  the  air* 
But  in  this  there  is  nothing  Angular,  for 
the  very  fame  happens  in  many  other  in¬ 
flammatory  diftempers* 

I  shall  avail  myfelf  of  but  one  more 
argument  to  illuftrate  the  probability  of 
the  Canine  Venom  being  received  and  flut¬ 
tered  in  the  membrane  which  contains 
the  fat,  or  rather  in  the  fat  itfeif.  And 
this  I  draw  from  the  method  of  cure  : 
for  that  very  medicine  which  cures  the 
venereal  difeafe,  and  many  other  dilor- 
ders,  whofe  refldence  is  in  the  fat,  is  alfo 
found  effectual  in  preventing,  and  even 
curing  the  Canine  Madnefs,  at  leaft  in 
the  firft,  or  perhaps  the  fecond  ftage  ;  I 
mean  Mercury,  for  the  efficacy  of  which 
in  Canine  Madnefs,  I  flatter  myfelf  I 

fhall 
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fhall  produce  fatisfadtory  evidence,  in  the 
following  detail  of  experiments. 

I  shall  begin  with  thofe  printed  in 
the  Pbilofopbical  LTranfaBions9  from  my 
memorial  delivered  in  June±  1735. 

•  •  '  f  -  ■.  *  .  t  r  .  .  ... 

About  Michaelmas ,  1731?  I  waited 
on  Mr.  Floyer  of  Hints ,  a  gentleman, 
who  was  very  curious  in  fox  hounds* 

m 

He  complained  that  he  was  afraid  of  a 
madnefs  amongft  his  hounds  ;  for  that 
morning  one  had  run  mad  in  the  kennel, 
and  he  was  apprehenfive,  that  moft  of 
the  reft  were  bit  by  him.  I  took  this 
opportunity  of  telling  him,  that  I  had 
long  believed  Mercury  would,  if  tried, 
prove  the  heft  remedy  againft  this 
infection  ;  and  that  if  the  idea  I  had 
formed  of  this  poifon  was  juft,  I  was 
pretty  fure  the  medicine  would  anfwer, 
notwithftanding  the  difficulty  there  is  of 
determining  the  effedts  of  a  medicine 
a  priori ;  and  that  it  was  at  leaft  worth 
while  to  try. 

Mr. 
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■  Mr.  Floyer  neglected  this  advice  till  the 
February  following.  Mean  time  he  tried 
the  medicine  in  Bates ,  commonly  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Pewter  Medicine  ;  as 
•alio  every  thing  elfe  which  was  recom¬ 
mended  to  him  by  other  fportfmen,  but 
to  no  purpofe ;  for  fome  of  his  hounds 
ran  mad  aimed  every  day  after  hunting. 
Upon  this  he  took  his  hounds  to  the  lea, 
and  had  every  one  of  them  dipped  In 
the  fak  water  ;  and  at  his  return,  brought 
his  pack  to  another  gentleman’s  kennel, 
fix  miles  diftant  from  his  own.  But, 
notwithftanding  this  precaution,  he  loft 
fix  or  feven  couple  of  his  dogs  in  a  fort¬ 
night’s  time. 

About  this  time,  which  was  in  Fe¬ 
bruary,  I  waited  on  him  at  his  new 
habitation,  and  found  him  in  that 
diftrefs  not  unufual  to  fportfmen  upon 
thefe  occafions.  I  afked  him  if  he  had 
tried  the  experiment  I  had  recommended. 
He  faid  he  had  not ;  but  that  two  of  his 

hounds 
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hounds  were  then  mad,  and  he  would 
that  night  do  it.  He  the  wed  me  the 
dogs,  and  they  were  as  far  gone  as  I  ever 
have  feen  any.  They  refufed  food  of  all 
forts>  particularly  fluids,  flavered  much* 
and  had  all  the  lymptoms  of  an  Hydros 
phobia  to  a  great  degree.- 

He  fent  immediately  to  Litchfield  for 
all  the  Lurpeth  Mineral  he  could  get ;  and 
that  night  gave  twelve  grains  a-piece  to 
the  two  dogs,  which  vomited  and  purged 
them  gently.  Twenty-four  hours  after 
this,  he  gave  to  each  twenty- four  grains, 
and  after  the  fame  interval  he  gave  forty- 
eight  to  each.  The  dogs  falivated  con- 
fiderably,  and  foon  after  lapped  warm 
milk.  At  the  end  of  twenty -four  hours 
more,  he  repeated  to  one  dog  twenty-four 
grains  more,  and  omitted  it  to  the  other. 
The  dog  that  took  this  laft  dofe  lay  upon 
the  ground,  falivated  extremely,  was  in 
great  agonies,  and  had  all  the  fvmptoms 
of  a  falivation  raifed  too  quick,  but  got 

through 
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through  it,  and  lived  many  years.  The 
other  relapfed  and  died. 

To  all  the  reft  of  the  paek  he  gave 
feven  grains  of  the  Ti urpeth  for  the  fir  ft 
dofe,  the  fecond  twelve,  at  twenty-four 
hours  durance,  which  was  repeated  every 
other  day  for  fbme  little  time.  The 
method  was  repeated  at  the  two  or  three 
fucceeding  fulls  and  changes  of  the  moon. 
From  this  time  he  loft  not  another 
hound  and  though  feveral  have  ftnce 
been  bit  by  ftiange  dogs,  the  Tu irpetb  has 
always  prevented  any  ill  confequences. 

I  and  my  friends  have  tried  the  fame 
thing  fince  upon  a  multitude  of  dogs, 
and  it  has  never  failed  in  any  one  fair  in- 
ftance,  though  dogs  bit  at  the  fame  time, 
and  by  the  fame  dogs,  have  run  mad, 

after  moft  other  methods  have  been 
tried. 

*  y 

As  to  the  experiments  made  upon 
mankind,  the  firit  was  upon  a  girl  about 

^  fourteen 
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fourteen  years  old.  The  calf  of  her  leg 
was  fo  torn  by  a  mad  dog,  that  the  bur¬ 
geon  was  obliged  to  ufe  means  to  prevent 
a  mortification  from  the  wound.  She  was 
vomited  by  the  Tnrpeth.  Three  days 
before  the  next  change  of  the  moon,  the 
vomit  was  repeated,  and  again  the  very 
day  of  its  change.  The  fame  method 
was  pur  fixed  the  next  lull  moon.  1  lie 
.girl  is  very  well. 

The  fecond  was  a  boy  oi  aooixt  ten 
years  of  age.  He  had  four  holes  in  one 
of  his  legs,  made  by  a  mad  dog  in  No¬ 
vember,  1715.  The  Turpeth  was  given  as 
above,  and  the  wounds  dreffed  with  di- 
geftlves,  and  lie  continues  well.  T  hefe 
two  lived  near  Burton  upon  Trent,  and 
Mr.  T owndrow,  of  that  place,  was  apo¬ 
thecary. 

Ti-ie  third  cafe  was  that  of  a  young 
man  near  Tamwortb,  of  about  eighteen. 
The  bite  was  upon  the  hand.  A  great 
number  of  dogs  were  bit  at  the  fame 

time. 
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time,  in  the  town  where  he  lived.  About 
hx  days  alter  the  mifchief  was  done,  fe- 
vei  al  dogs  tnac  had  been  wounded  ran 
mad  ;  upon  which  he  applied  himfelf 
to  Mr.  Wilfon,  apothecary  in  f amwortb, 
to  whom  I  had  communicated  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  Turpetb  in  this  cafe.  The 
young  man  was,  at  this  time,  very  me¬ 
lancholy  and  dejedted,  had  tremors,  and 
flept  very  little  for  fome  nights  before, 
though  he  was  not  apprehenlive  that  the 
dog  which  bit  him  was  mad.  He  had  a 
dry  fcab  upon  his  hand.  He  was,  upon 
applying  to  Mr.  Wilfon,  vomited  with 
two  ounces  of  Antimonial  Wine. 

The  next  thing  he  took  was  made 
according  to  the  following  preferiptions. 

1  ake  of  Turpeth  Mineral  twelve 
grains.  Lapis  Gontrayervce  a  dram,  Venice 
Treacle ,  a  fufficient  quantity  to  make 
three  boluffes,  of  which  one  was  taken 
every  night,  with  a  julap  made  of  rue 
water,  four  ounces  ;  treacle  water,  two 

I  2 
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ounces  ;  compound  fyrup  of  piony,  an* 
ounce  and  a  half  j.  tin&ure  of  Caftor,  two 

drams-c 

Upon  taking  thefe  he  fweat  very 
much,  and  had  two  loofe  ftools  every 
day  after  them.  His  tremors  went  oft, 
and  he  flept  better.  After  this  he  went 
into  the  cold  bath,  and  continued  per¬ 
fectly  well- 

Ik 

But  what  is  remarkable  in  this  cafe 
is,  that  the  wound  ran  a  thick  digefted 
matter  after  this  method,  and  threw  off 
the  fcab,  after  which  it- healed,  of  itfelf. 

As  thefe  fafirs  are  of  too  great  impor¬ 
tance  to  be  left  (landing  entirely  upon- 
my  own  credit,  it  may  not  be  improper 
to  give  copies  of  the  following  letter 
the  originals  of  which  now  lie  before 


me.- 
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Hints. $  Sunday  ns  on.  May  25*  1736.. 
Dear  Sir* 

I  AM  forry  you  had  not  the  account  I 
promifed  you  fooner,  which  was  en¬ 
tirely  owing  to  a  multitude  of  company* 
and  not  out  of  any  difrefpect  The 
quantity  I  gave  the  hound  that  was  mad* 
and  recovered*  was  firfl  twelve  grains  of 
the  Turpetb  Miner aly  refcing  twenty-four 
hours.  X  he  iecond  dole  was  twenty- 
four  grains  *  the  third  dofe*  forty-eight 
grains*  repeated  at  the  fame  diliance  of 
time  as  before. 

The  dog  that  died*  was  loft,  I  appre¬ 
hend*  for  want  of  the  fame  quantity 
that  was  given  to  that  which  recovered* 
having  only  the  quantity  of  twelve  grains 
for  the  firfl:  dofe*  twenty-four  for  the  fe~ 
cond,  and  twenty-four  for  the  third,  all 
.at  the  distance  of  twenty-four  hours 
from  each  other. 

I 
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The  dogs  that  were  not  actually  mad, 
had  firft  feven  grains ;  for  the  fecond  dole 
twelve ;  and  a  repetition  of  twelve  given 
every  other  day  ;  and  the  fame  quantity 
was  given  at  the  two  or  three  fucceeding 
fulls  and  changes  of  the  moon. 

I  am ,  Dear  Sir, 

Tour  tnoji  bumble  Servant , 

J.  Floyer. 

Note .  Trie  dogs  Mr.  Floyer  mentions 
were  large  fox-hounds. 

N.  B.  The  account  of  the  quantities 
of  the  Turpeth  given  the  dogs  that  were 
mad 5  as  related,  in  the  Pki/ojo pbical  Tran- 
factions,  differ  from  thofe  mentioned  in 
Mr.  Floyer  §  letter.  I  remember  I  took 
the  account  from  him  a  few  days  after 
the  medicine  had  been  given  the  dogs 
but  as  Mr.  Floyer  is  pofitive  as  to  the 
quantities,  probably  I  made  fame  miftake. 


Burton , 


V*  • 
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Burton ,  May  10,  1735, 

SIR, 

IH  A  V  E  only  two  experiments  to  give 
you  of  the  cfurpeth  Mineral  on  hu¬ 
man  bodies.  The  fir  ft  was  on  a  girl,  a- 
bout  two  years  ago,  aged  about  thirteen 
or  fourteen  years.  I  gave  the  dofe  im¬ 
mediately,  which  vomited  five  or  fix 
times,  and  gave  a  few  gentle  ftools. 
Afterwards,  at  three  days  before  the  next 
change  of  the  moon,  I  repeated  the  fame 
medicine,  and  likewife  gave  another  dofe 
upon  the  very  day  of  the  moon’s  chang¬ 
ing.  I  obferved  the  fame  method  with 
her  at  the  next  full  moon. 

The  other  was  a  boy  about  ten  years 
old  laft  November ,  who  had  four  holes 
bit  in  the  calf  of  one  of  his  legs.  I  ob¬ 
ferved  the  fame  method  with  him,  but 
was  obliged  to  drefs  the  wound  with  di- 
geftives,  laying  on  a  cataplafm  of  Mit bri¬ 
dal  e  upon  it. 

I  4 
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I  have  given  die  fame  medicine  to 
thirty  dogs  at  leaft,  none  of  which  ran 
mad,  when  other  dogs,  bit  at  the  fame, 
time,  died.  This  is  all  I  have  time  to 
write  at  prefent,  being  in  a  great  hurry. 

V  ■  -V  » 

I  am  your  mojl  obedient 

'Humble  Servant , 

T.  Town  dr  ow. 

S  I  R , 

MY  Matter  being  obliged  to  go  from 
home,  ordered  me  to  give  you  an 
account  of  the  people  to  whom  he  hath 
given  the  Turpeth  Mineral .  One  of 

them  was  Anne  Bagnell,  of  Bran  ft  on ; 
the  other  was  a  boy  of  ft o Ion  Cowper ,  of 
Stepenbill  in  the  county  of  Derby ;  and 
they  remain  quite  free  from  the  leaft 
fymptoms  of  a  Mania . 

* 

He  never  gave  it  to  any  other  animals 
but  dogs.  We  have  daily  inftances  of 

the 
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the  good  fuccefs  this  operation  hath  with 
them.  There  were  feveral  which  were 
bit  the  other  day,  Thofe  which  we  give 
the  medicine  to,  ftand  fecure,  and  the 
reft  are  gone  quite  mad.  He  fent  it  to 
a  perfon  who  had  two  horfes  bit,  but 
they  finding  no  wound,  did  not  give  it 
them. 

If  you  pleafe,  my  mafter,  perhaps, 
will  give  you  a  more  intelligible  account 
the  next  poft.  I  beg  leave  to  fubfcribe 

mvfelf, 

SIR , 

Tour  mojl  obedient 

Humble  Servant , 

W.  Cotton, 

Burton ,  May  17,  1735. 


>1 
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.17 '  r  7  ' 

£  I  R, 


Burton,  May  2 1,  1735. 


I"""  Was  prevented  from  anfwering  your 
laid  letter  by  a  call  out  of  town,  fo 
gave  directions  to  W.  Cotton  to  inform  you 
of  the  names  of  the  perfoos  upon  whom 
the  experiments  were  made,  and  the  pla¬ 
ces  of  their  abode.  I  cannot  recoiled, 
that  I  ever  gave  the  Turpetb  to  any  qua¬ 
drupeds  but  dogs.  A  perfon  once  ap¬ 
plied  to  me  about  a  horfe,  but  I  find 
the  medicine  was  not  given.  We  have 
had  lately  fome  dogs  bit :  I  heard  of  nine, 
three  of  which  were  treated  after  the 
method  mentioned  in  mylaft,  all  of  which 
remain  well.  Three  of  the  other  dogs  ran 
away  mad  fail  week.  I  have  never  yet 
had  an  opportunity  of  trying  the  Turpetb 
upon  any  thing  which  had  the  fymptoms 
of  madnefs.  When  one  of  that  kind  of¬ 
fers,  I  fhall  communicate  the  erred  of  it 
in  that  cafe. 


I  am.  Sir, 

Tour  moji  obedient  humble  Servant, 


To  UNDROW. 
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SIR , 

TH  E  youth  that  was  bit  was  about 
eighteen  years  of  age,  it  was  the 


fixth  day  before  he  came  to  me.  He 
little  deep  from  the  time  he  was  bit,  was 
very  low-fpirited,  attended  with  tremors. 
I  immediately  gave  him  as  follows. 


R  Fin.  Benedict,  ^ii. 

R  Lurpeth  Mineral  Gr.  xii.  Lap.  C on- 
tray  erv.  3L  Lher.  Androm .  Q^S.  F. 
Bol.  No.  3. 

R  Aq.  Rutae  3jvi.  Lher.  gii.  Elix.  Camph . 
Gut .  50.  Syr.  Pceon .  G.  §ifs.  Lin di* 
Cajior  ^ii.  M. 


I  afterwards  cold  bathed  him  for  five 
mornings.  The  bite  was  on  the  back  of 
his  hand  ;  it  was,  when  he  came  to  me, 
a  dry  fcab.  The  fourth  day  after  bath¬ 
ing,  the  wound  run  a  thick  digefted  mat¬ 
ter,  which  flung  off  the  fcab,  like  an 
efcar. 

The 


t 


» 
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The  youth  was  a  fervant  to  Mr .  /Tr- 
non  of  Aujlry.  The  cure  has  been  much 
fpread  abroad.  Two  of  my  bufinefs 
have  been  very  bufy  to  know  what  I 
gave  him. 

I  am,  Sir, 

2  our  moft  obedient  Servant, 

R.  Wilson. 

Tdamworth,  April  1795. 

>  d  .  *  7 ,  * 

■9  t 

“  P.  S.  The  vomit  brought  up  a 
“  large  quantity  of  ilimy  matter  ;  it  alfo 
“  gave  three  loofe  ftools.  He  fweat 
“  much  that  night.  He  took  every 
“  night  afterwards  one  of  the  boluffes, 
“  and  four  fpoonfuls  of  the  julap,  which 
“  made  him  fweat  very  much.  His  fpi- 
“  rits  were  much  better;  he  had  two 
“  loofe  ftools  every  day.  Three  days 
“  after  he  had  finifhed  the  boljiffes,  he 
began  to  bathe,  which  he  thought 

“  gave  him  frelh  life.  He  took,  as  long 

66 
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“  as  the  julep  held  out,  four  fpoon-fuls 
“  at  bed-time.  He  flept  much  better 
*c  than  ufual.  I  ordered  him  to  abftain 
“  from  fait  meat  and  lpirituous  liquors, 
*c  but  to  live  on  puddings  and  fueh  like 
“  diet  for  a  month.  He  is  perfectly  re- 
“  covered,  and  continues  very  well. 

“  The  misfortune  happened  in  Do* 
*(  c ember T 

I  have  been  concerned  myfelf  in.  % 
great  many  cafes,  which  abundantly  con¬ 
firm  the  good  effedts  of  Mercury >  both 
as  a  prefervative,  and  a  cure ;  amongft 
which  the  three  following  feem  very  re¬ 
markable. 

In  1739,  a  neighbour's  dog  came  into* 
my  houfe,  and  very  much  worried  a 
middle-fized  fpaniel  bitch,  making  many 
wounds  in  feveral  parts  of  her.  Imme¬ 
diately  before  and  after  he  worried  feveral- 
other  dogs  in  the  neighbourhood. 
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As  he  was  a  dog  of  value,  his  matter's 
fervants  caught  him,  and  tied  him  up. 
The  next  morning,  upon  a  full  convic¬ 
tion  of  his  being  mad,  he  was  foot. 
My  fpaniel  had  immediately  all  her 
wounds  drefled  with  a  Mercurial  oint¬ 
ment  ;  and  took  every  day,  for  a  fort¬ 
night,  ‘Turpeth  Mineral  in  fm all  dofes, 
by  way  of  alterative.  After  that,  I  had 
her  dipped  every  day  over  head  in  cold 
water.  The  bitch  lived  many  years  af¬ 
ter,  and  at  laft  died  of  an  accident. 

As  feme  other  does  were  much  va~ 

o 

lued,  the  Tin  medicine  was  given  them, 
and  feme  other  things,  commonly  efteem- 
ed  fpecifics  ;  but  in  about  a  fortnight, 
they  mold  of  them  ran  mad,  and  the  reft 
were  deftroyed  to  prevent  farther  mil- 
chief 

The  other  cafe  is  that  of  a  young  la¬ 
dy,  about  five  years  old.  Her  father  had 
an  Irijh  wolf-dog,  of  uncommon  fize, 

which. 
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which,  about  two  years  ago,  running 
mad,  met  his  daughter  in  a  paffage, 
threw  her  upon  her  face,  and  flood  over 
her,  endeavouring  to  worry  her,  till  the 
fervants  came  and  releafed  her.  Very 
fortunately  he,  had  a  garland  fattened 
to  a  collar  about  his  neck,  otherwife 
probably  he  had  killed  her., 

A  garland  is  a  thing  well  known  to 
the  fportfmen,  confifting  of  two  hoops 
eroding  each  other,  and  which  hanging 
before  a  dog’s  fore  legs,  prevents  his 
running  after  fheep,  or  being  otherwife 
mifehievous. 

The  dog  was  immediately  tied  up  in 
a  ftable,  and  a  meflenger  difpatched  to 
me.  As  I  was  twelve  miles  from  the 
gentleman’s  houfe,  it  was  fix  or  eight 
hours  before  I  could  come;  When  I 
arrived,  I  found  the  dog  raging,  and  he 
was  immediately  after  fhot,  for  I  was 
not  then  at  leifure  to  try  experiments 
upon  an  animal  capable  of  fo  much  mitt 

chief. 
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chief.  I  was  informed,  that  her  cap 
had  been  pulled  off,  her  hair  very  much 
difordered,  and  that  the  dog  had  her 
whole  head  feveral  times  in  his  mouth. 
I  directed  for  her  Pur  pet  h  Mineral  in 
fmall  quantities,  loaded  with  Camp  hire > 
which  difordered  her  fo  much,  that  I 
was  obliged,  inftead  of  it,  to  give  pills 
made  with  crude  Mercury ,  divided  with 
turpentine,  and  Pil.  Ruff-  After  this 
fhe  made  ufe  of  the  cold  bath  for  fome 
time,  and  continues  perfectly  well. 

Had  there  not  been  a  great  number 
of  other  cafes  to  efcablifh  the  reputation 
of  Mercury ,  as  a  prefervation  againft  the 
Hydrophobia ,  I  fbould  not  have  given 
this  inftance  alone,  becaufe  we  were  not 
certain  that  the  lady  was  bit,  though 
there  were  feveral  lcratches  on  the  back 
part  of  her  head,  which  alarmed  us 
much  ;  but  it  is  poffible  they  might  be 
made  by  the  comb. 


At 
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At  the  fame  time,  a  boy  about  four¬ 
teen,  was  brought  to  me,  whofe  arm  had 
been  much  wounded  and  torn  by  a  mad 
dog,  about  ten  days  before. 

V.:>\  7  0  7  7;  * 

Another  boy,  who  had  been  bit  by 
the  fame  dog  in  the  head,  died  mad  in 
a  very  few  days. 

This  boy’s  wounds  looked  very  livid. 
He  took  the  Turpeth  in  large  quantities, 
his  wounds  healed,  and  he  continued 
well. 

Some  time  In  February  or  March , 
1738,  I  received  from  Mr  John  Douglas , 
a  furgeon  in  Lad- Lane,  a  letter,  with  a  % 
printed  half  fheet  of  paper  inclofed  in  it, 
which  now  lies  before  me  ;  and  of  which 
here  follows  an  exadt  copy. 


1 3° 
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*  A  ftire  Method  of  preventing,  and  the 

‘  moft  probable  Way  of  curing ,  the  Hy~ 

*  drophobia,  i.  e.  the  Dread  of  Water, 
c  after  the  bite  of  a  Mad  Dog  3  a  Dif- 
1  eafe  hitherto  found  incurable  by  the 
€  Practitioners  of  all  Nations.  By  John 

*  Douglas,  Surgeon,  F.  R.  S. 

c  A  S  foon  as  may  be,  after  a  perfon 

*  1  is  bit,  bleed  in  the  neck  or  arm  j 

v  v  ^ 

*  then  let  a  drachm  (more  or  lefs,  ac- 

*  cording  to  the  diferetion  of  the  furgeon) 
‘  of  the  Unguentum  BenediBum  (R  Argent 
<  vini  pur  if.  axung.  human,  porcin.  ana  Ibi 
‘  Perebt.  ve'n.  clar .  §ii.  M.  S.  A.)  be 

*  rubbed  into  the  wounds  and  parts  ad- 

*  jacente  Then  give  one  drachm,  more 

*  or  lefs,  of  the  following  powder  * ,  in 
‘  a  glafs  of  wine  and  water,  water,  or 
s  cow's  milk  warm.  (R  Herb .  Lichen . 
‘  cinerei  terrefris  fubtilis.  pulv.  gifs,  piper . 
€  nigr.  fubtilis.  pulv.  xi.  M.)  Repeat  the 

*  undlion 


*  Vid.  Pulv.  Antylif.  Dampr.  Philof.  Tranf.  No.  237. 
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c  undtion  every  evenings  and  the  powder 

*  every  morning  failing,  for  three  weeks, 
c  or  a  month,  intermitting  two  or  three 

days,  when  the  mouth  begins  to  be 
c  fore,  to  prevent  a  falivation.  Then 
4  purge  off  the  Mercury ,  f  a .  let  the  pa- 
(  tient  recruit  for  three  or  four  weeks, 

4  and  afterwards  go  into  the  cold  bath, 

*  or  the  coldeil  water  in  the  neighbour- 
4  hood,  as  ufual,  if  his  furgeon  thinks  dt. 

Wh  en  through  negledt,  (i.  e.  when 
4  they  did  not  imagine  the  dog  was  mad 
4  which  bit  them)  or  after  they  have 
c  been  amufed  by  going  to  the  fea,  eat- 
4  ing  part  of  the  dog’s  liver,  taking  many 

*  inconiiderate  jumbles  of  antidotes ,  &c. 

4  the  harbingers  of  an  Hydrophobia  ap- 
s  pear  (viz.  mopiihnefs,  dejedtednefs, 

*  want  of  deep,  or  deep  interrupted  with 
4  horrible  dreams,  unufual  pronenefs  to 

*  anger,  tingling  numbed  pains,  and 
‘  fwelling  about  the  cicatrices  of  the 
4  wounds,  great  inward  heat  and  third, 
€  tremors,  con'vulfipns,  delirium,  great 

K  2  4  pains 


132  a  treatise  on 

4  pains  in  the  ftomach  and  throat,  &c.) 
€  the  furgeon  raufl  increafe  the  quantity 
c  of  the  undtion  to  half  an  ounce,  or 

*  more,  (wherewith  the  cicatrices  of  the 
c  wounds,  parts  adjacent,  groins,  arm- 
c  pits,  foies  of  the  feet,  &c.  are  to  be 

*  well  anointed)  continue  the  powder, 

*  bleed  freely,  bathe  in  warm  water,  &c, 

€  N*  B.  I  let  them  take  the  Pulvis 

*  AntyBjjUs  for  the  more  fecurity,  &c.  yet 
4  1  doubt  not  but  the  undtion,  when 
f  prudently  managed,  will  do  without 
‘  it.  * 

But  when  the  Hydrophobia  appears 

*  before  the  furgeon  was  fent  for,  he 
i  muft  bleed  largely,  and  get  a  con  fid  era- 

hie  quantity  of  the  undtion  rubbed  into 

*  the  arm-pits,  groins,  and  all  over  the 

*  limbs,  in  a  warm  room,  and  repeat  it 

*  twice  a  day,  for  there  is  now  no  time 

‘  to 

Vid.  Dr.  DeJJaulr  Sur  La  Rage*  Dr.  James’ s  Letter 
to  Sir  Hans  Sloane »  Philof.  Tranf.  No.  441. 
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*  to  ioofe.  UnSlidn  is  the  facred  anchor, 
€  the  foie  hope  !  Eat  if  the  fymptoms  of 

*  a  too  copious  falivation  fhould  fucceed, 
4  they  muft  he  diverted  by  ilharp  clyfters, 
c  blifters,  &c.  recommended  by  the  ad™ 
€  vocates  for  fa  that  mg  in  the  Venereal 

*  Difeafe . 


*  N.  B.  When  do?s  are  known  to  be 

O 

£  bit,  the  Hydrophobia ,  which  in  them  is 

*  commonly  the  firft  fymptom  we  ob» 

*  ferve,  may  be  prevented,  or  cured,  much 

*  after  the  fame  manner. 

*  P.  S.  I  am  now  preparing  for  the 

*  prefs  a  fmall  diftertation  on  this  fubjedt, 

£  wherein-  the  moil  material,  of  both  an- 

*  cient  and  modern  antidotes ,  will  be  con™ 
r  fidered,  &c.  &c.  whence  it  will  evi- 

*  dently  appear,  by  fair  analogical  rea- 
£  fonings,  and  various  experiments,  that 

*  that  antidote ,  which  moft  effectually 

*  expels  the  malignant  and  deadly  poifon 
€  conveyed  by  the  fang  in  a  H—l—t’s 

*  tail,  muft  alfo  be  the  beft  antidote 

•  K  3  *  againft 
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*  again  ft  the  fting  of  the  fcorpion,  the 
‘  bite  of  the  viper,  rattle-fnake,  and  all 
4  the  ferpents  in  the  Eaji  or  Weji 

*  Indies ,  &c. 

c  I  shall  be  exceedingly  obliged  to 
‘  any  gentleman,  who  will  communicate 
<  a  fhort  account  of  all  thofe  they  have 
‘  either  known,  or  heard  from  good 
c  hands,  were  bit,  within  twenty  years 
‘  paft,  viz.  when  bit,  what  fymptoms 
c  appeared,  from  firft  to  laft ;  what  was 

*  done  for  them,  and  the  fuccefs,  good 
£  or  bad,  with  any  other  material  cir- 
‘  cumftance,  as  alfo  their  fuccefs  with 
c  this  New  method. 

*  Feb.  26,  i7?8. 

Non  futnum  ex  fulgore,  fed  ex  fumo  dare 
lucem 


Horat. 

Given  gratis  in  Lad-lane ,  near  Guild-Hall. 
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I  have  troubled  the  reader  with  Mr. 
Douglass  paper  at  length,  in  order  to 
fecure  to  myfelf  the  honour,  however 
trifling,  of  having  been  the  firft  that  ap¬ 
plied  Mercury  internally  to  the  cure  of 
the  Canine  Madnefs,  which  I  find  has 
been  difputed  with  me,  in  favour  of  Mr. 
john  Douglas.  But  as  this  appears  to  be 
the  firft  thing  he  ever  published  on  this 
fubjedt,  and  as  he  quotes  my  Memorial, 
printed  in  the  Philofophical  DranfaSlions, 
’tis  very  certain,  that  I  wrote  upon  this 
fubjedt  before  him.  Whether  he. ever 
publilhed  any  thing  farther  afterwards, 

I  cannot  learn  ;  but  I  believe  he  did  not ; 
for  I  remember,  that,  not  long  before  his 
deceafe,  he  defired  I  would  give  him 
fome  cafes  ;  and  I  think,  if  he  had 
printed  them,  he  would  have  fent  me 
a  book,  as  he  did  upon  other  occafions. 

<’  , '  r*  ,  .  ,  •  * .  ■  1  '  >  •  •••  '■  \  •  ’  ■* 

It  may  be  obferved,  that  Mr.  Douglas 
quotes  Default,  fur  la  Rage ,  a  book  wrote 
by  a  phyfician  of  Bourdeaux .  As  I  had 

K  4  never 
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never  citner  leen  or  heard  of  tins  au¬ 
thor,  I  petitioned  him  to  fend  it  me, 
whi.ch  he  veiy  obligingly  end  foon.  after. 
And  I  was  much  pleafed  to  find  the  effi¬ 
cacy  of  Mercury  confirmed  by  fome  ex¬ 
traordinary  cafes  there  related. 

As  Default* s  theory  feems  but  indiffe¬ 
rent,  I  ffiall  confine  myfelf  in  my  quota¬ 
tions  from  him,  entirely  to  his  practice, 
as  much  more  worthy  of  notice. 

The  remedy,  fays  he,  which  I  have 
‘  tried  with  conftant  fiiccefs,  and  which 
‘  I  propofe  to  prevent  and  cure  the  Hy- 
€  dr  aphonia  y  is  the  ointment  made  of  one 
4  third  part  of  Mercury  revived  from  Cin- 
‘  nabar ,  one  third  part  of  human  fat,  and 

*  as  much  of  hog’s  lard. 

‘This  ointment  fhould  be  rubbed 
‘  uPon  wound,  and  round  about,  one 
Oi  two  drachms  at  a  time,  by  intervals, 

*  or  fucceffively. 


I  think 

.  1  • 
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£  I  think  I  am  the  firfi  who  made  this 
€  trial,  and  have  no  reafon  to  repent  it, 

*  fince  all  thofe  who  have  followed  this 

*  procefs  have  been  preferved  from  the 
4  Hydrophobia . 

i  y  '  ::  r  '  ■  i  i  •  A  •  '  > 

‘  When  a  perfon  comes  to  me  ini- 

4  mediately  after  the  bite  of  a  mad  crea- 
‘  ture,  I  fend  him  to  bathe  in  the  fea  ; 

*  although  I  have  no  dependance  upon 
its  efficacy,  on  account  of  the  lad  ex™ 

f  amples  we  have  feen  of  it  this  year. 

Neveithei  els,  as  it  is  authonfed  by  the 
‘  opinion  of  the  public,  to  omit  it  would 

*  De  hving  in  the  face  of  a  general  pre¬ 
judice,  and  it  is  at  leaf!  of  fome  ad- 

‘  vantage,  fo  far  as  it  calms  a  little  the 

5  patient  s  mind,  who  meafures  his  con- 
‘  hdence  by  the  great  number  of  rnedi- 
‘  cines  he  ufes,  to  fee ure  hirnfelf  •  and 

the  bath  abates,  in  forne  degree,  the 
€  great  fear  which  fatigues  him  night 
v  and  day.  I  have  obferved,  that  their 


come 
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*  apprehenfion  increafes  as  they 

4  nearer  the  fortieth  day. 

‘  Secondly,  immediately  after  his  re- 

<  turn,  I  make  him  take  Patmarius’s 
i  powder,  to  which  I  add  the  Coral - 

<  Una,  an  excellent  vermifuge.  We 

<  fhould  be  guilty  of  ingratitude  to  our 

<  predeceffors  in  phyfic,  if  we  negleited 
«  thofe  remedies  winch  they  have  tranf- 

<  mi  t  ted  to  pofterity.  And  if  the  ideas 

<  which  I  propofe  are  juft  and  true,  we 
«  are  much  obliged  to  the  ancients  for 

*  them,  lince  they  are  only  confequences 

5  drawn  from  their  obfervations,  and  the 
4  fuccefs  of  their  medicines  3  and  this 
■<  which  I  propofe  has  occurred  to  me 
‘  from  the  analogy  of  their  precepts  and 
‘  d citrine, 

*  1  therefore  order  one  drachm  of  Pal- 
<■  manuss  powder,  in  white  wine  every 

*  morning  3  and  women  who  cannot  bear 


<  wme. 
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‘  wine,  take  it  in  a  draught  of  warm 
‘  water.  * 

‘  In  this  method  I  perfevere  thirty 

*  days,  with  thofe  who  have  been  bit  in 
an  uncovered  place ;  or  have  received 

‘  fome  considerable  wound  by  the  bite  ; 

*  but  to  thofe  who  have  been  bit  in  a 
‘  place  that  was  covered,  and  had  only 
‘  a  tew  holes  made  with  the  teeth,  I  mve 

*  the  powder  only  twenty  days. 

<  Thirdly,  from  the  firft  day  of 

*  tiling  the  powder,  I  make  them  rub  in 
oiivv  or  two  drachms  of  the  ointment, 
upon  the  wound  and  adjacent  parts,  and 
extend  the  ointment  all  over  the  part 

‘  that  was  wounded. 

The  fridfion  is  repeated  every  other 
4  day  in  the  beginning ;  and  after  the 

‘  third 

*  Pdmarius's  Powder,  and  what  may  be  expected 
from  it,  will  be  feen  in  the  fequel. 
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»  third  time,  every  third  day ;  after  the 
‘  fixth,  every  fourth,  till  two  or  three 
«  ounces  of  ointment  have  been  ufed  ; 

«  the  quantity  of  which  ought  to  be  pro- 

*  portioned  to  the  ftrength,  age,  tempe- 
‘  rament,  fex,  the  bite,  &c. 

But'  when  the  patient  comes  to  me 
‘  feveral  days  after  the  bite,  for  fear  of 

<  accident,  and  to  prevent  the  Rabies,  I 
‘  order  him  to  make  the  frictions  daily 
«  for  four  or  five  days,  and  in  create  the 

<  dofe  of  the  powder  ;  afterwards  I  leave 
‘  a  day  or  two  between,  to  avoid  the  fa- 

*  Hvation  which  might  enfue  from  the 
4  daily  uie  of  the  ointment. 

*  I  have  often  thought,  that  if  the 

<  Mercury  fhould  occafion  fome  flight  fa- 
£  hvation  m  this  case,  it  could  not  but 
4  produce  a  good  cited: j  for  the  poiion 

*  of  the  Rabies  flicks  to  the  fahva ,  as 

*  above,  and  as  Mercury  natural  :y  tenas 

*  towards  the  mouth,  as  aaiiy  expeiience 

€  evinces,  is  it  to  be  doubted,  tnat  the 

fove- 
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*  fovereign  antidote  of  fo  many  contagi- 

*  oils  poifons,  (hould  not  deftroy  alfo  that 

*  of  the  Hydrophobia  ? 

4  Fourthly,  I  let  the  patient  apply 
4  all  thofe  trifling  remedies  he  is  advifed 
4  to,  as  wearing  of  amulets  about  his 

*  neck,  &c.  provided  they  do  not  weaken 
‘  or  deftroy  the  virtue  of  my  powder  or 
4  ointment.  I  infinitely  approve  devo- 
‘  tions  and  vows,  and  am  of  opinion, 

‘  that  his  prayers,  thofe  of  his  friends, 

*  and  of  devout  and  pious  perfons,  pro- 
4  cure  a  happy  fuccefs  to  the  remedies : 

4  thefe  means  ferve  at  leaft  to  quiet  the 
4  patient  s  mind,  who  ftands  in  great 
4  need  of  it. 

4  Fifthly,  I  let  him  keep  to  his 
4  ufual  meals,  forbidding  him  all  ex- 
4  ceffes  j  for  experience  proves  that  they 
4  increafe  all  the  other  contagious  di- 
4  ftempers.  I  let  him  drink  wine  with 
4  moderation,  which  has  a  virtue  of  ma- 
4  king  people  bold ;  and  in  this  prefent 

4  cafe 
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*  cafe  it  diminifhes,  at  leaft,  that  terrible 
f  fear,  which  torments  them  night  and 
4  day.  I  take  care  that  they  be  not  left 

*  alone,  and  defire  their  relations  and 

*  friends  to  bear  them  company,  forbid- 
<  ding  them  to  mention  madnefs  to  them, 
1  or  mad  creatures. 


•  OBSERVATION  I. 

<  A  gentlewoman  of  this  city,  ( Bour ~ 

*  deaax )  going  to  Medoc,  found  upon  the 
1  road  a  little  ftray  dog,  which  run  about, 

<  fitting  afterwards  down  ;  his  tail  was 
e  between  his  legs,  and  his  tongue  hung 
c  out  of  his  mouth.  The  dog  followed 
«  the  chariot  fhe  was  in,  with  part  of  her 
5  family.  As  foon  as  he  faw  fome  fhep- 

*  herds  dogs,  he  purfued  them,  and  made 
them  run  away,  although  much  bigger 

4  than  himfelf.  Moreover,  he  run  into 
4  every  houfe  upon  the  road,  and  let  upon 
4  the  dogs:  ftrong  or  weak,  with  a  fupe- 
4  riority  of  courage  and  ftreogth,  which 
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‘  pleafed  the  lady,  who  thought  flie  had 
‘  been  lucky  in  finding  a  good  houfe  do?. 

‘  Her  cow-herd  came  down  to  catch 
‘  him,  prefenting  him  a  piece  of  meat  he 

*  had  left  of  his  breakfaft.  The  dog  re- 
‘  fufes  it,  but  bites  him  in  the  hand. 
‘  He  then  judged  him  to  be  mad,  told 
£  his  lady  of  it,  and  wanted  to  kill  him. 

•> 

4  She,  who  among  many  other  fine 

*  qualifications  is  of  a  humane  difpofition, 

*  oppofed  the  cow-herd’s  cruelty,  and 
‘  ordered  him  to  let  the  dog  follow  her. 
‘  The  dog  was  hardly  come  into  the 
€  houfe,  but  he  bit  one  of  her  children ; 

‘  and  at  that  inftant  herfelf,  alfo,  in  the 
g  hand  above  the  little  finger,  and  held 
c  fo  faft,  that  notwithftanding  flie  endea- 
4  voured  to  get  loofe  her  hand,  lifting 
‘  the  dog  up  from  the  ground,  and  fha- 
c  king  him  with  all  her  might $  and  al- 
4  though  they  ftruck  him  with  great 
‘  flicks,  he  did  not  quit  his  hold  till  the 

*  whole  part  he  had  ieized  was  tore  with 

c  his 
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4  his  teeth,  which  made  a  confiderable 
4  WGirnd  in  her  hand. 

4  They  found  too  late  that  the  dog 
c  was  mad,  and  then  he  was  killed. 

«  The  lady  went  to  the  fea,  although 
4  the  weather  was  pretty  cold.  After 
4  fhe  had  bathed,  fhe  eat  a  pancake,  in 
4  which  they  had  put  calcined  oyfter- 
4  {hells  ;  but  her  mind  was  not  eafy,  ter- 
4  rified  by  the  fatal  and  frequent  exam- 
4  pies  which  were  before  her  eyes  in  her 
4  country,  fhe  affedts  folitude,  her  fleep 
4  is  interrupted  by  terrible  dreams,  and 
4  her  mind  is  filled  with  unufual  ideas  ; 
4  and  her  fear  went  fo  far,  as  to  think 
4  herfelf  upon  the  verge  of  madnefs : 

4  She  often  afked  for  water,  to  try  whe- 
4  ther  (he  had  any  abhorrence  to  it. 

.<  I  was  called  to  vifit  her  at  Medoc  ; 
•  altho’  it  was  feveral  days  after  fhe  had 
4  been  bit,  the  wround  was  not  cicatrifed, 
4  but  appeared  of  a  livid  colour. 

*  I 
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‘  I  BEGAN  with  cheating  up  her  mind 
‘  as  much  as  poffible  j  I  reprefented  to 
‘  her  the  infallibility  of  my  method,  and 
‘  the  certainty  of  my  experiments,  and 
*  that  they  never  had  been  followed  by 
£  any  bad  confequences. 


‘  I  made  her  take  Palmarius  s  pow- 
‘  der,  and  rub  the  wound,  and  the  hand 
‘  every  day  with  half  a  drachm  of 
‘  ointment.  I  perfuaded  her  to  go  abroad, 
1  to  lee  company  at  home  and  eliewhere, 
‘  and  to  go  to  the  concert  in  this  city. 

‘  By  this  means  ihe  is  perfedtly  recovered 
‘  of  her  fright,  fecured  from  the  diftem- 
‘  per,  and  enjoys  a  good  date  of  health. 

OBSERVATION  II. 

‘  A  mad  wolf  went  and  attacked,  be¬ 
fore  day,  two  dogs  of  one  Pey  Dumemu , 

*  of  the  parilh  of  SmJJans,  in  Medsc ,  a 
‘  tenant  to  M.  de  Latour  Demons.  He 

E  ‘  begins 
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<  begins  with  killing  the  dog,  which  was 
‘  able  to  make  the  greateft  refiftance ; 
e  the  other  was  afterwards  moft  cruelly 
*  torn,  and  almofc  put  to  death. 

«  This  fcene  did  not  pafs  without  a 
«  great  deal  of  noife  on  the  part  of  the 
«  dogs.  Pey  Dumeniu  awakes,  opens  his 

<  door  in  his  fhirt,  and  runs  to  help  his 
‘  dogs  ;  the  wolf  jumps  upon  him,  and 
«  bites  him  in  both  his  hands  and  his 
6  arm.  His  fon,  called  Coujiot ,  alio,  gets 
‘  up  in  his  fhirt,  and  runs  to  help  his  fa- 
c  ther  with  a  rake  in  his  hand.  The 
4  wolf  lets  go  his  hold,  and  falls  upon 
6  the  fon,  whom  he  bites  feverely  in  the 

<  arm  ;  the  father,  in  his  turn,  although 
4  wounded,  comes  to  fuccour  his  fon. 

«  The  wolf  runs  away,  and  meets  a  neigh- 
«  bour  who  was  got  up,  named  Jean 
«  Guiraud  ;  the  wolf  alfo  bites  him  in 

<  his  arm,  making  three  or  four  confider- 
«  able  openings,  befides  feveral  little  ones. 
«  This  laft  man  feized  the  wolf  by  one 

«  of  his  hind  legs,  and  made  him  quit 

*  his 
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‘  Ins  hold.  The  animal  continues  his 
‘  tour>  and  meets  with  a  Ihepherd  of 
‘  Monf.  Brethonneau,  called  Criq,  whom 
he  bites.  At  laft  the  wolf  was  killed. 

‘Here  are  four  men  bit  by  the  fame 
wolf,  thw  fame  day,  and  the  fame  hour^ 

‘  they  all  four  go  to  the  fea  to  bathe, 

ana  come  back  pretty  well  allured  of 
4  their  cure. 


‘  Some  days  after,  Pey  Dumeniu  feels  a 

*  numb  pain  about  his  fears,  which  grew 
‘  hard,  and  rofe  like  embroidery  ;  he  was 
‘  very  much  frighted  j  they  comfort  him, 
‘  attributing  it  to  the  great  cold  of  the 
‘  winter  of  1731.  A  little  while  after, 

*  however,  he  is  feized  with  all  the 

‘  fymptoms  of  madnefs,  as  well  as  Criq  • 
‘  they  both  die  mad. 

‘  Domestic  examples  ftrike  and  inti- 
‘  midate  commonly  more  than  ftrange 
‘  ones.  Coujiot  Dumeniu  having  feen  his 
father  perifh,  expedts  the  fame  fate ; 

L  2  (  an(j 
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*  and  the  rather,  fince  he  begins  to  per- 
i  ceive  pain  In  his  cicatrices,  and  a  fwell- 

<  ing  with  hardnefs.  Jean  Gmraud,  his 

*  companion,  is  in  tne  fame  cafe. 

*  Monf.  joutard ,  merchant  of  Cafile - 

<  nau>  a  very  honed:  man,  and  my  parti- 
«  cular  frierid,  fends  them  to  me  with- 
c  out  delay.  I  examined  their  cicatri- 
«  ces,  and  wondered  that  the  wolfs  teeth 
6  could  have  made  inch  large  wounds ; 

5  the  parts  were  hard  and  dwelled,  ana 
5  I  doubted  not  but  madnefs  was  near  at 

<  hand,  if  fome  remedy  was  not  applied 

<  immediately,  the  other  two  unfortu- 
«  nate  perfons  having  died  one  or  two 

*  days  before. 

* 

«  I  made  them  prefen tly  rub  in  one 
«  drachm  and  a  half  of  mercurial  oint- 

*  ment,  which  I  made  them  extend  over 
«  the  cicatrices,  and  the  whole  arm.  This 
«  was  repeated  three  days  fucceffively.  I 
4  thought  the  cafe  too  prefling  to  fufter 

«  any  interval.  After  the  three  firft  days, 

‘  I 
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*  I  made  them  rub  themfelves  every 

*  other  day,  and  after  the  fifth  friction  I 

*  left  two  days  interval ;  however  they 

*  took  every  day  a  drachm  and  a  half  of 

*  Palmar  ins  s  powder. 

c  These  two  patients  were  perfectly 

*  cured,  and  returned  to  the  plough.  I 

*  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing,  after  the 

*  third  friction,  the  cicatrices  grow  fiat 
‘  and  loft,  the  pain  went  off,  their  cou- 

*  rage  returned,  and  their  minds  refumed 

*  their  natural  tranquility,  in  proportion 

*  as  they  perceived  the  accidents  difap- 

*  peared  which  had  terrified  them, 

*  Cam  you  wifh  for  a  more  di fid  net 
c  cafe,  to  prove  the  efficacy  of  Mercury  to 
‘  preferve  perfons  from  Canine  Madnefs, 

*  than  this,  which  I  have  here  related. 

(  Four  men  are  bit  the  fame  day,  the 
4  fame  hour,  by  the  fame  animal ;  two  of 

*  them  die  of  madnefs,  the  two  others 
c  perceive  the  fymptoms  which  foreboded 
c  madnefs  to  the  others  $  but  Mercury  fe- 

L  3  *  cures 
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*  cures  them,  affifted  by  Falrnariuss 
6  powder.  Truly  if  I  had  but  this  ob- 

*  fervation  only,  it  would  deferve  the  at- 
c  tention  of  a  practitioner. 

REMARK  I. 

*  Old  Dumenlu  was  bit  in  both  his 

*  hands,  in  the  arm,  and  thighs;  the 
1  number  of  wounds  might  accelerate  his 
€  madnefs ;  befides,  they  had  been  made 

*  in  parts  not  cloathed,  he  being  in  his 
<  fhirt. 

REMARK  IL 

*  In  the  confternation  the  two  patients 
€  who  came  to  me  were  in,  I  omitted 

*  nothing  to  raife  their  courage ;  I  even 
c  gave  them  the  medicines  gratis ,  as  well 

*  as  my  advice,  to  fhew  them,  by  not  be- 
4  ing  mercenary,  how  confident  I  was  of 
4  fuceefs. 


RE- 
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REMARK  III. 

• 

€  The  fwelling,  pain,  and  hardnefs  of 
‘  the  cicatrices  foretold  fome  days  before 
‘  that  madnefs  was  coming  on  ;  as  in  the 

<  venereal  difeafe,  buboes,  for  example, 

<  and  cicatrices  which  grow  hard  and 
c  fwell,  are  manifefc  figns  of  the  pox. 

e  But  this  is  not  the  only  in  Pea  nee 
c  where  it  fymbolifes  with  the  Hydropbo - 
‘  bia .  The  venereal  diforder  is  contradl- 
c  ed  by  the  intromiffion  of  the  poifon 
€  from  one  body  into  the  other  ;  fo  is  the 

*  Hydrophobia .  The  venereal  virus  is 

<  fome  time  before  any  of  its  fymptoms 
c  appear  ;  the  fame  feene  paffes  in  the 
4  Rabies.  Authors  obferve,  that  the  ve- 

*  nereal  diftemper  has  fometimes  lain 

*  many  years  dormant,  before  it  appeared; 

*  the  like  has  been  obferved  in  the  Rabies . 

*  Every  one  who  expofes  himfelf  to  catch 
‘  the  infeftion  from  women,  does  not: 

*  take  it ;  fo  likewife,  not  all  thole  who 

L  4  ‘  are 


152  A  TREATISE  ON 


4  are  bit  by  mad  dogs, 
*  drophobidy . 


contrail  the  Ry~ 


6  All  thefe  ftrokes  of  refemblance  be- 
4  tween  the  venereal  diforder  and  the  Hy* 
6  dropbobia,  are  as  many  inconteftible 
4  proofs  of  the  ufefulnefs  and  efficacy  of 
4  Mercury  in  the  Rabies / 


So  far  Dejfault.  I  confefs  I  never  had 
made  life  of  Mercurial  unilion  in  the 
cure  of  Canine  Madnefs,  till  I  faw  this 
author’s  book.  But  I  think  I  may  fairly 
claim  the  priority  of  applying  Mercury, 
though  internally. 

Dess ault  tells  us,  that  when  Pey 
Dumeniu  was  terrified  upon  the  firfi  lymp« 
toms  of  the  diltemper,  they  comfort  him 
by  afcribing  his  diforder  to  the  coldnefs 
of  the  winter  of  1731,  whence  it  lliould 
feem,  that  this  cafe  occured  in  1742. 
Now  it  appears  in  the  Philofophical  T 'ranf- 
actions 5  that  I  recommended  Mercury  in 
this  cafe  about  Michaelmas ,  1731?  and 

that 
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that  it  was  tried  the  February  following 
with  fuccefs. 

I  must  not  omit  the  hiftory,  fo  far  as 
I  could  inform  myfelf,  of  a  medicine, 
which  I  hear  has  been  fuccefsfully  ufed, 
both  as  a  prefervative  from  the  Hydro¬ 
phobia,  and-cure  of  it;  and  which  feems 
very  flrongly  to  prove  the  great  efficacy 
of  Mercury  in  this  diftemper. 

Sir  George  Cobb ,  a  gentleman  formerly 
in  the  Eaji  Indies,  brought  from  T onquin 
two  forts  of  red  powder,  which  are  much 
celebrated  in  that  country,  as  efficacious 
in  this  diftemper. 

Upon  examination,  thefe  two  powders 
proved  Native  and  Factitious  Cinnabar, 
and,  according  to  the  beft  information  I 
can  get.  Lady  Frederick  brought  the  fame 
remedy  from  the  fame  place.  The  pre- 
fcription  is  as  follows. 


Take 
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Take  of  Native  and  Factitious  Cin¬ 
nabar,  each  twenty-four  grains ;  Mujk 
fixtsen  grains.  Let  them  be  powdered, 
and  mixed  well  together.* 

This  powder  is  to  be  taken  all  at 
once  in  a  tea- cup  full  of  arrack,  and  is 
faid  to  fecure  the  patient  for  thirty  days ; 
after  which  time  the  dofe  is  to  be  re¬ 
peated  in  the  fame  manner  ;  but  it  fhould 
be  done  as  foon  as  poffible  after  the  bite 
is  received. 

But  if  the  patient  has  any  fymptoms 
of  the  difeafe  upon  him,  the  fecond  dofe 

mufl 

*  The  original  receipt  was  given  me  by  another 
hand  in  this  form.  Take  two  Candarines  of  the  be  ft 
Mufk,  five  Candarines  of  Native  Cinnabar,  five  Can¬ 
darines  of  Vermilion.  Grind  them  fine,  and  mix 
them  in  a  glafs  of  ftrong  arrack  or  brandy.  A  Can- 
darine  o [China  is  the  y2d  part  of  a  French  crown,  fo 
that  one  phyfical  ounce  is  rather  more  than  76  Can¬ 
darines.  This  I  thought  proper  to  infert,  tho’  not 
exa£Hy  agreeable  to  Sir  George  Cobb's  receipt. 
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mud  be  repeated  three  hours  after  the 
firft,  and  this  is  faid  to  be  fufficient  for 
a  cure. 

% 

Sir  George  Gobi  communicated  this  to 
Mr.  Roberts ,  an  apothecary  in  Pall  Mall, 
who  pufalifhed  the  receipt  in  feme  of  the 
daily  papers ;  and  I  hear  Sir  Benjamin 
W rench  of  Norwich ,  made  feme  experi¬ 
ments  with  it  fuccefsfully,  as  well  as 
many  others. 

Fadlitious  Cinnabar  is  made  of  three 
parts  Mercury  to  one  of  Sulphur ;  and, 
as  I  remember,  a  pound  of  good  Native 
Cinnabar  yields  near  fourteen  ounces  of 
fluid  Mercury ;  and  therefore  it  feems, 
that  the  good  exFeds  of  this  medicine 
ought  to  be  principally,  if  not  entirely, 
afcribed  to  Mercury. 

As  to  the  Mufk,  it  is  an  animal  fob- 
ftance,  and  confequently  of  an  alcaline 
nature;  and  as  alcalies  have  in  all  ao-es 

o 

been 
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been  recommended  In  this  cafe*  it  feems 
to  be  at  leaft  not  prejudicial. 

The  Chinefe  are  very  fond  of  per¬ 
fumes,  and  probably  give  Mufk  to  ren¬ 
der  the  medicine  more  agreeable.  But 
I  think  it  .may  be  of  fome  further  ufe, 
as  it  is  a  great  compofer,  and  excellent  in 
convulfions.  It  may,  therefore,  mode¬ 
rate  the  Symptoms,  whilft  Mercury  per¬ 
forms  the  cure. 

/ 

Claude  du  Choifel,  a  jefult,  and  apothe¬ 
cary  to  the  million  of  Pondicherry,  hav¬ 
ing  lent  fome  papers  to  Prance ,  relating 
to  certain  experiments  he  had  made  with 
Mercury  in  the  Canine  MadneSs,  thefe 
were  publifhed  at  Paris ,  In  a  pamphlet, 
in  1756,  and  that  year  tranflated  into 
Eriglijh .  As  his  obfervations  are  extreme¬ 
ly  interefting,  and  the  cafes  he  relates 
amount  to  a  full  proof  of  the  efficacy  of 
Mercury  in  the  cure  of  the  Canine  Mad- 
nefs,  I  Shall  here  add  his  teftiraony  to 
what  has  been  already  advanced. 


*  Tho9 
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c  Though,  fays  he,  it  is  but  about 

*  fourteen  years  that  I  have  been  in  India , 

6  I  imagine  that  the  oldett  practitioners 
c  of  phyfic  in  Europe  have  fcarcely  had 

*  fo  frequent  opportunities  of  treating  per~ 

*  fons  bit  by  mad  animals,  fuch  as  dogs, 

*  cats,  foxes,  or  by  their  own  fpecies,  as 

*  myfelf.  Animals,  efpecially  dogs,  are 

*  much  more  fubjedt  to  madnefs  in  this 
€  country,  than  in  France .  The  great 
‘  heat  of  the  climate  may,  perhaps,  be 

one  particular  caufe ;  and  their  food 
5  may  likewife  contribute  to  it.  They 
‘  get  very  little  food  in  their  matters 
e  houfes  (who  are  commonly  very  poor) 
e  and,  for  the  moft  part,  feed  upon  car- 
s  non.  This  corrupted  aliment,  no 

*  doubt,  predifpofes  them  to  madnefs. 

In  the  exercife  of  that  charity  in 
which  I  am  employed,  in  giving  medi- 

*  cines  to  the  fick,  I  have  had  the  morti- 

*  fication  to  fee  many  die  of  this  mad- 

*  nefs,  after  having  treated  them  in  the 

*  beft 
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‘  beft  manner  I  could,  according  to  the 
‘  common  rules  of  medicine.  Hence  I 

*  had  reafon  to  be  convinced,  that  thofe 
‘  who  had  wrote  upon  this  diftemper, 
e  had  not  yet  difeovered  a  fpecific  for  it. 

*  The  authors  who  have  treated  on 
c  this  diftemper,  at  leaft  thofe  whom  I 
c  have  had  an  opportunity  of  peruftng, 

*  have  all  Ipoke  of  it  in  an  indetermi- 
f  nate  and  obfeure  manner.  I  know  of 
f  no  author,  but  M.  Default,  who  de- 
€  feribes  this  difeafe  conformably  to  the 
appearances  1  have  obferved. 

c  The  remedy  of  M.  Default  is  Mer- 

*  cury.  Before  1  made  ufe  of  it  I  had 

*  tried  in  vain  cordials,  bitters,  abfor- 

*  bents,  bathing  in  the  fea,  and  every 
c  thing  that  is  preferibed  in  medicine  for 
£  the  cure  of  perfons  bit  by  mad  animals. 
c  At  the  month’s  end  thefe  perfons  died 
4  with  the  moft  evident  fymptoms  of  this 

*  madnefs,  as  a  ghaftly  and  even  convul- 

*  led  alpedt,  and  faultering  voice  ;  they 

*  fighed 
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c  fighed,  and  were  not  capable  of  ex~ 

<  plaining  what  they  felt ;  they  avoided 

*  the  light,  had  a  dread  of  water,  and 

<  fell  into  convulfions  when  it  was  of- 
‘  fered  them  to  drink. 

'  1 

€  Many  of  thofe  who  were  under  my 

*  care,  flattered  themfelves  that  they  had 
‘  efcaped  the  fymptoms  of  madnefs,  and 
4  even  d’eath  itfelf,  by  the  ufe  of  the 
€  common  remedies,  which  I  gave,  when 
c  firft  I  undertook  to  treat  this  diforder  : 

4  but  I  am  perfuaded  that  the  animals 
‘  which  bit  them  were  not  mad. 

‘  The  marks  afligned  by  authors  to 
‘  know  a  mad  dog,  are  fometimes  very 

*  ambiguous.  We  cannot  always  judge 
‘  by  the  appearance,  whether  a  dog  is 
‘  mad  or  not.  In  this  uncertainty,  I 

*  have  followed  the  fafeft:  and  mod:  ra- 
c  tional  method  ;  which  is  to  take  for 

*  granted,  that  all  thofe  who  fay  they 
‘  have  been  bit  by  a  mad  animal,  have 

*  been  fo  in  reality ;  and  the  rather,  as* 

J  *  if 
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4  if  die  animal  was  not  mad,  my  method 

5  of  treatment  can  do  them  no  harm. 

‘This  is  my  method,  different  in 
4  fome  meafure  from  that  of  M.  Dejfaulti 
4  but  I  dare  venture  to  fay,  that  mine  is 
4  preferable. 

4  I  begin  with  rubbing  a  drachm  of 
4  Mercurial  ointment  upon  the  wounded 
4  part,  keeping  open  the  wound  as  much 
4  as  poffible,  that  the  ointment  may  pe- 
4  netrate  into  it.  The  next  day  I  re- 
4  peat  the  undtion  on  all  the  wounded 
*  limb,  and  purge  my  patient  with  a 
4  drachm  of  the  mercurial  pills.  The 
4  third  day,  after  rubbing  in  the  oint- 
4  ment  only  on  the  bitten  part,  I  give  the 
4  patient  a  mercurial  pill,  or  the  fourth 
4  part  of  the  dofe  under  mentioned.  X 
4  I  continue  thus  for  ten  days  to  rub  in 
4  a  drachm  of  the  ointment  every  morn- 
4  ing,  and  to  give  the  refolvent  bolus, 

4  which  commonly  procures  the  patient 
4  two  or  three  ftools,  and  prevents  the 

4  Mercury  * 
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*  Mercury  from  affeding  the  upper  parts. 

*  At  the  end  of  ten  days,  I  purge  the  pa- 
‘  tient  again  with  the  fame  pills,  and  dif- 
‘  mifs  him. 

The  Mercurial  Pills. 

*  Three  drachms  of  Crude  Mercury, 

‘  extinguished  in  a  drachm  of  Tur- 
‘  pentine. 

*  Choice  Rhubarb,  Colloquintida  in  pow- 

*  der,  Gutta  Gamba,  of  each  two 
4  drachms. 

f  I  make  up  the  whole  with  a  fufficient 
4  quantity  of  clarified  phoney.  The  dofe 

*  one  drachm. 

Mercurial  Ointment. 

c  One  ounce  of  Crude  Mercury,  extin- 

*  guifihedin  two  Drachms  of  turpentine. 

4  Mutton  fuet,  three  ounces. 

c  Make  an  ointment  of  the  whole. 

M  <  The 
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4  The  quantity  to  be  rubbed  in  at  every 
*  undhon  in  this  diieaie,  is  one  Qiaciirri* 

<  I  make  ufe  of  mutton  fuet  here,  be» 

<  Caufe  the  heat  of  the  climate  hinders 

<  the  hog’s  lard  from  preferving  the  con- 

*  fiftence  neceffary  for  an  ointment. 

«  The  method  I  have  deicribed,  and 
f-  the  continuance  mentioned,  are  only 

<  proper  for  thofe  who  apply  immediately 

*  after  being  bit:  for  when  two  oi  three 
€  weeks  have  palled  after  the  bite,  it  is 

*  evident  we  muff  increafe  the  dofe  of 
«  the  medicines,  and  continue  the  ufe  of 
«  them  for  a  longer  time  ;  becaufe  tLw. 

<  difeafe  has  taken  deeper  root.  It  is  not 
€  neceffary  to  obferve,  that  the  dofe  muff 

<  be  leffened  to  children  in  proportion  to 
€  their  age.  For  them  I  direct  fmarl 

<  quantities  of  the  ointment  to  be  rubbed 

<  in  every  day  for  fifteen  days,  and  purge 
«  them  once  in  three  days  with  fyrup  of 
‘  rhubarb. 
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‘  I  have  remarked,  that  children  and. 
4  young  people  are,  in  general,  more  fuf- 
4  ceptible  of  this  contagion,  than  thofe 
4  of  an  advanced  age. 

;  ■» 

4  As  to  regimen,  I  forbid  my  patients 

*  the  ufe  of  things  tart  or  acid,  and  all 

*  crude  meats,  or  iuch  as  are  hard  to  di- 
‘  geft.  Otherwife,  I  give  them  entire 

*  liberty  to  eat  what  they  pleafe. 

4  Bathi  kg  in  the  feahas  hitherto  been 
4  looked  upon  as  an  infallible  prefervative 
4  again!!:  the  Canine  Madnefs.  The  ex- 
4  perience  which  I  have  had  of  it  in  all 
4  thofe  patients  who  were  not  treated  ac~ 
4  cording  to  my  new  method,  has  proved 
4  to  me  the  falfity  of  that  opinion.  They 
4  bathed  themfelves  every  day  in  the  fea, 
4  but  to  no  purpofe ;  not  one  of  them 
4  furvived  the  bite  longer  than  thirty,  or 
4  three  and  thirty  days.  I  do  not,  how- 
4  ever,  difapprove  of  thefe.  bathings, 
4  where  they  ferve  to  quiet  the  minds  of 

M  2  4  the 
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<  the  patients.  Befides,  the  Indians  ufu- 

*  ally  bathe  themfelves  every  day.  We 

<  are  fituated  here  on  the  fea  (bore,  and  it 

<  is  a  matter  of  indifference  whether  a  few 
«  waves  of  fea-water  pafs  over  their  bo- 

<  dies,  or  they  waih  themfelves  in  a  pond. 

<  In  this  hot  country  there  is  no  danger 

*  of  an  obftru&ed  perfpiration  or  pleuri- 

<  fies.  If  I  were  at  a  greater  diftance 
‘  from  the  fea  coaft,  and  in  a  cold  coun- 

<  try,  I  would  have  nothing  to  do  with 
c  fuch  fort  of  remedies,  which  I  look 

*  upon  as  entirely  ufeleis  in  the  cure  of 
c  this  difeafe. 

<■  When  I  had  been  taught  from  the 

*  learned  differtation  of  M.  Default,  the 

*  method  of  giving  Mercury  to  prevent 
‘  this  madnefs,  I  did  not  fcrupuloufly 

*  confine  myfelf  to  his  method  j  I  found 
e  it  too  tedious  :  for  why  fhould  thirty 
6  or  forty  days  be  fpent  in  curing  this 
c  difeafe,  when  twelve  or  fifteen  are  fuffi- 

*  cient  ? 


4  This 
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‘  This  author  makes  ufe  of  the  Mer- 
‘  curial  unction  only  three  times*  viz.  the 
4  three  hr  ft  days.  He  contents  himfelf 

4  with  giving  his  patient  the  bitter  pow- 
4  der  of  Palmarius  during  the  thirty  or 
4  forty  days  of  the  cure.  But  I  have 

*  more  faith  in  the  efficacy  of  Mercury 
‘  againft  the  poifon  of  this  diftemper, 
4  than  in  the  po  wder  of  Palmarius .  Mer- 

*  cury  internally  and  externally  ufed, 
4  tho’  in  fnall  quantities*  appeared  to  me 
4  much  more  capable  of  diffipating  this 
‘  venom,  than  any  other  medicine.  For 
€  this  reafon  I  ventured  to  make  the  pa- 
4  tient  take  every  day,  a  fm all  refolvent 
‘  bolus  compofed  of  Mercury,  and  I 

*  have  never  had  reafon  to  repent  this 
4  practice. 

4  Alt  ho’  the  method  1  have  ufed  fel- 

* 

‘  dom  excites  a  falivation,  yet  it  fome- 

*  times  happens.  This  gives  me  no 

*  Pa*in  •  I  continue  my  ufual  way.  I  had 
€  rather  fee  a  patient  under  a  falivation 

M  3  6  for 
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‘■for  a  few  days,  than  mad.  The  Mer- 
■«  cury,  however,  goes  off  by  ftool,  with- 

*  out  any  trouble. 

*  Most  of  thofe  to  whom  I  have  ad- 
«  miniftered  this  remedy,  followed  their 
4  ufual  employments,  in  the  fame  man- 
«  ner  as  when  they  took  no  medicines ; 

‘  a  matter  of  great  importance  in  this 

*  country,  where  people  are  fo  poor,  that 
€  if  they  leave  off  working  two  or  three 
€  days  together,  they  are  abfolutely  in 
«  want  of  neceffaries. 

*  I  know  not  whether  this  diforder 
€  was  formerly  attended  with  different 

*  fymp torus  from  thofe  it  is  accompanied 
<•  with  in  our  days  ;  but  I  have  never 
‘  feen  one  of  thefe  mad  perfons  mimic 
<  the  creature  that  bit  him,  as  is  gene- 
‘  rally  believed  ;  nor  have  I  ever  obferved 
‘  that  thofe  affedfed  were  feized  with  fits 

of  rage  at  intervals.  When  the  difeafe 
c  is  manifeft,  the  perfon  dies  on  the  third 

‘  day, 
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«  day,  and  feldom  continues  to  the  fourth, 

* 

<  as  the  firft  fit  always,  carries  him  off. 

c  It  is  an  error  to  believe,  that  the 
«  frothy  Saliva  of  a  mad  perfon  infeds 
«  thofe  who  touch  it ;  for  in  my  pre- 
f  fence,  feveral  perfons  have  walked  bare- 
«  footed  on  the  Saliva  of  a  child  that  died 
‘  the  fame  day  raving  mad,  and  not  one 
4  of  thofe  who  had  touched  the  Saliva , 

«  or  walked  upon  it,  contracted  the  lead 

<  injury.  This  Saliva,  or  Haver,  can  qg  no 

<  harm,  untill  it  has  penetrated  the  fiefli, 

*  and  pa  Ted  into  the  blood, 

(  As  to  the  furious  delire  which  forne 
6  patients  have  of  biting  thofe  who  ap~ 

*  proach  them,  I  never  faw  it,  but  m  one 
«  young  man,  who  bit  two  women,  his 

*  relations 

<  The  fad  Vvffiich  I  am  now  going  to 

<  relate  at  large  in  all  its  circumftances, 

*  will  fully  prove  the  efficacy  of  my  me- 
6  thod  in  curing  this  difeaie. 

M  4 


4  March 
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c  March  25,  1753?  a  young  Indian 
€  convert  was  brought  to  me  :  he  was 
4  between  thirteen  and  fourteen  years 
€  old,  and  they  told  me  that  he  had  a  fe- 

*  ver  with  fhiverings.  I  afked  when  he 
€  was  feized  with  it  ?  they  made  anfwer, 
4  laft  night.  I  felt  his  hands,  and  found 
4  they  were  cool  enough,  and  did  not 

*  perceive  any  fever.  I  gave  him  fome 
c  Febrifuge  pills,  made  with  wormwood, 
4  the  Ox  Bezoar,  and  Colomba  root,  and 
4  ordered  him  a  Ptyfan  to  drink,  with 
4  Cryftal  Mineral  and  Liquorice. 

*  Next  day,  the  26th,  they  brought 
c  him  back  much  in  the  fame  condition. 
<  I  repeated  his  medicines. 

‘  The  27th  he  was  brought  again, 
4  but  I  could  not  perceive  any  other  al- 

*  teration  in  the  boy,  than  that  his  face, 
f  and  particularly  his  eyes  and  ey-lids, 
‘  were  convulfed.  I  attributed  thefe 
e  fymptoms  to  worms,  and  gave  him  a 

*  dofe 
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«  dofe  of  cathartic  pills,  which  procured 
€  four  or  five  ftools  and  vomited  him 

*  three  times.  I  fent  him  a  fmall  dofe 

*  of  Diqfcordium 9  to  be  taken  that  night  at 

*  bed- time.  He  paffed  the  night  with*- 

*  out  fleep,  and  in  great  anxiety. 

* 

4  The  28th  in  the  morning,  when  the 
4  patient  was  brought  to  me,  he  feemed 

*  to  be  a  great  deal  worfe ;  his  hands 

*  were  fomewhat  cold ;  his  pulfe  fmall, 

*  and  very  quick  :  he  had  a  confufed 
‘  look ;  his  face,  eyes,  eye-lids,  and  lips 

*  were  frequently  convulfed  ;  he  fpoke 

*  with  difficulty,  and  his  words  were  in-. 
4  terrupted  with  fighs,  I  fufpedted  there 

*  was  fome  poifbn  or  venom  in  the  cafe, 
4  and  enquired  of  his  parents  if  he  had 
‘  eaten  any  thing  that  could  have  occa- 
4  fioned  this  diforder,  or  if  any  animal 
4  had  flung  or  bit  him  ?  They  anfwered 
‘  no.  I  afked  the  patient,  if  he  remem- 
4  hered  having  been  bit  by  a  dog  ?  Yes, 

*  he  faid,  he  had,  and  then  fhewed  me 
his  right  hand,  which  was  marked  in 

€  five 
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*  five  or  fix  places  by  the  teeth  of  the 

*  dog ;  and  thofe  parts  were  elevated 
‘  above  the  reft  of  the  fkin.  The  dog 
‘  had  been  immediately  killed  thirty  days 
‘  before  he  fell  ill. 

*  •  1  •  *v 

*  I  then  made  no  doubt  it  was  the 
‘  Rabies,  but  in  order  to  be  more  certainly 
«  convinced  of  it,  I  ordered  a  cup  of  clear 
«  water  to  be  brought  him  by  way  of 

<  medicine.  At  fight  of  the  water,  he 
«  flipped  haftily  out  of  the  hands  of  his 

*  parents,  protefting,  with  an  air  full  of 
«  terror,  that  a-bfolutely  he  would  not 
«  drink  a  drop  of  it.  Thefe  words  were 

*  accompanied  with  feveral  violent  con- 
£  vulfive  motions,  which  were  plain  evi- 
4  dences  of  his  diftemper,  and  of  the 

<  fhort  time  he  had  to  live. 

c  Without  delay  I  had  him  carried 
c  to  church,  to  receive  the  laft  facra- 
£  rnents,  fearing  left  the  phrenzy,  which 

*  comes  on  always,  with  more  or  lefs  vi- 
«  olence,  at  the  approach  of  death,  might 

£  prevent 
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«  prevent  my  adminiftring  them  to  him. 

‘  After  this  he  was  carried  home.  About 

*  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  he  be- 
‘  came  furious,  and  bit  two  women  his 

*  relations,  in  the  arm,  who  attended 
<  him.  One  of  them  was  about  lixty 

*  years  old,  and  the  other  thirty. 

4  , .  1  .■  b  / 

4  As  foon  as  I  heard  of  this  accident,  I 
4  went  to  the  patient,  and  took  care  to 

*  have  him  tied  down,  in  order  to  pre- 
4  vent  further  mifchief.  He  died  about 
4  eight  o’clock  that  night.  Had  I  known 
«  his  difeafe  fooner,  I  had  probably  laved 

*  him. 

*  To  relieve  the  women,  to  whom  this 
4  misfortune  had  happened,  I  ordered 
4  fome  of  the  Mercurial  ointment  to  be 
€  rubbed  into  each  of  their  arms  that 

*  had  been  bit.  The  eldeft  of  the  two, 
c  who  as  fhe  was  bit  firlt*  was  in  moll 
4  danger,  was  very  careful  to  come  every 
4  day  for  my  medicines,  after  having 
4  bathed  herfelf  in  the  fea. 

<  I 
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‘  1  treated  her  in  the  manner  before 
mentioned.  She  was  purged  the  fir  ft 
and  twelfth  day  with  a  drachm  of  the 
mercurial  pills.  In  the  interval  fhe 
took  daily  a  fmall  mercurial  bolus,  and 
had  every  day  too  a  drachm  of  the  mer¬ 
curial  ointment  rubbed  into  the  bitten 
arm.  This  woman  had  three  or  four 
ftools  a  day,  and  during  the  whole  time 
of  the  cure  I  obferved  no  other  fenfible 
effefl:  of  the  medicines.  She  had  a 
good  appetite  ;  was  ufually  employed  in 
her  domeftic  affairs ;  had  not  the  leaft 
appearance  of  a  falivation  ;  and  has  al¬ 
ways  enjoyed  good  health  for  the  two 
years  and  a  half  iin.ce  this  accident  hap¬ 
pened  . 


*  The  other  woman  who  was  bit  be- 
<  haved  otherwife.  She  came  to  rae  the 
4  two  fir  ft  days,  but  did  not  return  again 
4  for  three  or  four  days.  I  lent  for  her, 
4  and  upbraided  her  with  it,  acquainting 
*  her  with  the  danger  which  threatened 

*  her* 

# 
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€  her,  if  (lie  left  off  ufing  the  medicines. 

<  She  fubmitted  to  a  third  undtion,  then 

<  left  off  coming  ;  contenting  herfelf 

*  with  going  to  bathe  in  the  fea  twice  a 
‘  day  for  fifteen  or  twenty  days.  She 

*  now  thought  herfelf  free  from  danger, 
‘  by  her  bathings,  becaufe  fhe  had  been 

<  well  in  health  to  the  7th  of  May  at 

*  night,  which  was  the  thirty-ninth  day 
‘  from  the  bite  :  but  fhe  then  began  to 
‘  feel  a  heavy  pain  in  her  head,  as  fhe  in- 

4  formed  me  by  meffage. 

» 

‘  I  sent  her  half  a  drachm  of  oint- 

*  ment  to  make  a  flight  undlion  upon  the 
‘  arm  that  had  been  bit,  defiring  flic 

*  would  come  to  me  next  morning.  She 

o 

*  came,  after  having  bathed  in  the  fea. 
c  She  owned,  that  fhe  was  much  afraid 

<  file  was  infedted  with  the  fame  diieafe 
f  as  the  boy  who  had  bit  her.  I  endea- 

4  voured  to  infpire  her  with  confidence, 

* 

€  tho’  I  confidered  the  pain  of  her  head 
c  as  a  fymptom  of  approaching  madnefs. 
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*  It  is  true,  that  thirty  days  is  the 

*  ufual  time  before  the  Rabies  commonly 

*  fhews  itfelf,  but  the  delay  of  nine  days 

*  might  be  cecafioned  by  the  three  unc- 
€  lions  fhe  made  ufe  of  at  the  beginning. 

*  Be  that  as  it  will,  I  made  her  take  a 

*  drachm  of  Mercurial  pills.  She  vo- 
«  mited  twice,  and  was  purged  nine  or 
c  ten  times. 

c  Next  day,  having  bathed  herfelf 
c  well  in  the  fea,  (for  fhe  had  fuch  a  fan- 

*  cy  for  this  bathing,  that  I  let  her  ufe  it 

*  as  much  as  fhe  pleafed)  fhe  came,  and 

*  told  me,  that,  notwithstanding  her  be- 

*  ing  well  purged,  fhe  was  not  relieved 

*  of  the  pain  and  heavinefs  in  her  head  ; 

<  that  her  head  was  become  infenfible, 

<  and  like  a  piece  of  wood  (thefe  were 
«  her  own  words).  She  added,  that  (lie 
«  had  pains  in  her  neck,  bread:,  belly, 

*  and  particularly  all  down  her  back.  I 
‘  g«-e  her  a  laxative  mercurial  bolus,  and 

‘  ordered 
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*  ordered  three  drachms  of  the  ointment 

*  to  be  rubbed  into  her  back,  and  the 
‘  arm  which  had  been  bit. 

*  The  day  following.  May  10th,  I  re- 
4  peated  both  thofe.  A  cup  of  water, 

4  which  I  made  them  offer  her,  affedted 
‘  her  flomach,  and  made  her  draw  back : 

€  neverthelefs,  by  my  perfuafion  fhe  over- 
4  came  her  reludtancy,  and  drank  a  little 

*  of  it,  but  threw  it  up  again  by  vomit. 

‘  The  Hydrophobia  char  act  erifed  the  dif-> 

*  eafe  too  plainly  to  doubt  its  being  the 
‘  true  Rabies . 

c  It  is  ufual  for  thofe  who  have  this 
(  laft  fymptom  to  die  the  fame  day,  or 
c  the  day  following  ;  which  I  have  learn - 
€  ed  from  frequent  experience.  The 
6  -bufinefs  then  moft  preffing,  was  to  pro- 

*  cure  the  facraments  to  be  adminiftercd 

'*  to  her.  1 

c  After  this,  not  defpairing  of  a  cure, 
6  I  dire&ed  to  be  rubbed  in,  at  night, 

*  three 
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*  three  drachms  of  mercurial  ointment 

*  over  her  whole  body.  Next  morning  it 

*  was  repeated.  At  this  time  the  patient 

*  kept  herfelf  in  a  corner  of  the  cham- 

*  ber,  and  would  neither  eat  nor  drink. 

*  Under  thefe  circumftances  a  falivation 

*  began,  which  I  looked  on  as  of  fa- 
1  vourable  prefage.  I  repeated  the  unction 

*  again  at  night,  with  three  drachms  of 

*  ointment.  In  the  night  fhe  falivated 
(  much,  and  the  next  day  found  her  head 
€  confiderably  relieved.  Two  flight  unc- 

*  tions,  which  were  afterwards  made 
€  with  two  drachms  of  ointment  each 
€  time,  kept  up  a  plentiful  falivation  all 

*  that  day. 

5  The  day  following,  which  was  Sun- 

*  day,  May  13th,  fhe  found  herfelf  fo 

*  well,  that  (he  went  to  bathe  in  the  fea. 

*  She  came  alio  to  hear  mafs,  and  to  de- 

*  lire-  medicines  of  me.  The  fight  of 

*  her,  and  the  change  in  her  condi- 

*  tion,  furprized  me  agreeably.  I  had 

*  the  curiofity  to  try  it  the  Hydrophobia 

6  was 
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*  was  gone  ;  fhe  drank,  though,  indeed, 
e  with  fome  difficulty,  half  a  cup  of  wa- 

*  ter.  I  again  repeated  the  undions, 
€  (but  made  them  fighter)  morning  and 

*  evening,  for  two  days  longer.  The  fe- 

*  cond  day,  at  night,  there  came  on  a 

*  Dyfentefic  purging.  I  was  not  in  the 
c  leaf;  alarmed  at  it.  I  ftrengthened  the 
c  patient  inwardly  with  a  little  confedion 
e  of  Hyacinth,  The  falivation,  purging, 
‘  and  dyfentery  continued  until  next  day, 
c  when,  not  obferving  any  further  iigns  of 
£  iilnefs,  and  the  Hydrophobia  being  quite 
c  gone,  I  gave  her  an  ounce  of  Catholic  on > 

*  made  with  a  double  quantity  of  rhu- 

*  barb,  which  purged  her  gently,  and 

*  flopped  the  dyfentery  and  purging,  oc- 
‘  cafioned  by  the  Mercury.  At  night  file 

*  took  a  dofe  of  Diafeordium ,  and  next 
day  repeated  the  fame  remedies  morn* 

*  lug  and  evening. 

‘  Lastly,  by  means  of  an  aftringent 
‘  gargle,  I  fattened  the  patient’s  teeth, 

*  which  had  been  a  little  loofened,  and 

'  N  ‘  the 
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<  fhe  did  'not  loofe  one  of  them.  The 
«  Cure  was  in  this  manner  happily  com- 
i  pleated.  She  is  now  in  peifedfc  health. 

,  ■-  •  •/  ■  ■  V;  !  .  ’  ‘  f  v  .  ..  ,  4 , 

«  I  shall  not  here  relate  num- 
6  berlefs  other  inftances  of  the  effica-. 

«  cy  of  this  method.  I  can  fafely  de- 

<  dare,  that  I  have  treated,  with  equal 
«  fuccefs*  men,  women,  children,  In- 
6  diansy  P  ortu&ueje  9  Blacks,  lvTclattoes9 

*  and  Armenians y  more  in  number  than 
t  three  hundred  perfons,  without  one  of 
«  them  being  afflidted  with  the  leaft 

*  fymptom  of  madnefs  and  all  this  fmce 

<  the  year  1749?  when  I  began  to  make 

<  ufe  of  mercurial  unftion.  I  do  not  pre- 

<  tend  to  fay,  that  all  thofe  whom  I  treat- 
6  ed  would  have  been  mad,  if  they  had 
«  not  had  re comhe  to  my  remedies.  But 
«  fince  fo  many  perfons,  bit  by  mad  ani- 

<  mals,  have  been  kept  free  from  the 

<  fymptoms  of  madnefs,  the  matter  is  be- 

<  yond  all  difpute,  fmce  the  cure  or  the 

<  greateft  part  cannot  be  attributed  to  any 

<  thing  but  to  the  efledts  of  the  remedy  I 

*  have 
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1  have  conftantly  made  ufe  of  on  all  oc- 
€  cations. 

*  At  the  time  I  write  this,  I  have  irn- 
*  der  cure  five  perfons  bit  by  dogs  fup- 

‘  pofed  to  have  been  mad  :  they  are  all  in 
4  a  fair  way  of  recovery. 

I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  the  tran¬ 
slator  of  this  pamphlet,  whoever  he  be, 
for  having  alcribed  the  dilcovery  of  the 
virtues  of  Fur  pet  h  Mineral  to  me.  But 
in  his  addrefs  to  the  reader  there  is  a 
fmall  chronological  error,  of  no  great 
confequence.  He  fays,  my  new  method 
of  curing  madnefs,  &c.  w'as  read  before 
the  Royal  Society  in  February,  1741 
whereas  my  Memorial  on  Canine  Madnefs 
was  laid  before  that  fociety  in  1735,  and 
I  do  not  know  that  my  pamphlet  pub¬ 
lished  in  1741,  was  ever  read  there. 

This  gentleman,  .alfo,  feems  to  think 
Fur  pet  h  Mineral  too  irritating  when  the 
throat  and  fauces  are  inflamed.  But,  pro- 

N  2  vided 
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vided  Mercury  will  cure  the  diftemper,  I 
v/ill  not  difpute  with  him  about  the  pai- 
ticular  preparation  of  that  mineral,  01 
which  is  moll  fuitable. 

The  reafons,  however,  that  ftill  de¬ 
termine  me  to  ufe  this  are,  that  is  of 
all  the  mercurials  the  moft  powerful,  and 
exerts  its  efficacy  the  fooneft.  That  it 
may,  or  may  not,  be  given,  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  to  excite  no  ftrong  efforts, 
nor  any  difturbance  in  the  body  ;  and 
that  when  ufed  as  an  emetic,  when  a 
perfon  is  actually  feized  with  this  fpecies 
of  madnefs,  for  that  very  reafon  it  pro¬ 
duces  very  powerful,  important,  and  ialu- 
tary  effects,  without  injuring  the  con- 
ftitution. 

After  I  had  redded  feme  years  in 
London ,  I  communicated  the  fuccefs  of 
the  Turpeth  Mineral  to  Mr.  Scawen  of 
Woodcot  Lodge,  near  Cajhalton  in  Surry, 
who  tried  it  in  a  great  number  of  cafes. 


His 


CANINE  MADNESS.  i8x 


His  fentiments  will  be  underftood  by 
the  following  letter,  which  he  did  me 
the  favour  to  fend  me,  the  day  of  the 
date. 

Woodcot  Lodge ,  15  May,  1757* 
Dear  Sir, 

UPON  the  ftridteft  enquiry  of  Mar - 
len  ( the  huntfman )  I  know  but  of 
one  inftance  where  your  medicine  has 
mifcarried,  and  that  was,  I  gave  it  to  a 
hound,  nine  or  ten  days  after  he  was  bit, 
and  had  the  Hydrophobia .  I  began  with 
twelve  grains  of  Turpeth  for  the  firft  dofe, 
twenty-four  for  the  fecond,  and  thirty-fix 
for  the  third.  He  was  feemingly  well 
between  each  dofe ;  but  after  the  third, 
continued  well  for  near  twelve  hours,  but 
then  relap  fed.  I  repeated  the  Turpeth 
as  before  ;  after  which  he  continued  well 
for  near  twelve  hours,  then  was  ill  again. 
I  went  on  no  further  with  the  experiment, 
but  ordered  him  to  be  killed. 


The 
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The  way  I  gave  it  is  by  cutting  a  flit 
in  a  piece  of  meat,  into  which  the  Thr- 
fetb  is  put  ;  then  give  him  a  piece  or 
two  of  clean  meat,  which  if  he  eats 
freely,  then  give  him  the  piece  that  is 
baited.  But  in  the  firft  cafe,  when  the 
dog  is  mad,  mix  the  ' Turpeth  with  butter, 
which  put  on  the  end  of  a  flick,  and 
thruft  it  down  his  throat. 

As  foon  as  I  know  a  dog  to  be  bit,  I 
order  him  to  be  blooded,  and  then  give 
him  eight  grains  for  the  firft  dole,  the 
fame  quantity  for  the  fecond,  and  twelve 
for  the  third,  refting  twenty-four  hours 
between  each  dole  ,  but  the  like  quantity 
in  three  dofes  has  been  carefully  repeated 
at  the  next  period  of  the  moon, 

I  have  very  often  tried  the  experi¬ 
ment,  and  always  with  iuccefs,  except  in. 
the  cafe  which  I  have  already  mentioned. 
I  have  now  one  under  cure,  and  doubt 
not  of  his  doing  well,  as  it  was  given 

him 


CANINE  MADNESS.  183 

him  the  day  after  he  was  bit ;  for  I  re¬ 
ally  believe  the  Turpeth  to  be  a  fpecific 
for  the  bite  of  a  mad  dog,  when  taken 
in  due  time. 

I  am,  very  fincerely ,  * 

Tour  obliged  humble  Servant , 

Wm.  Scawen. 

I  had  the  honour  of  receiving  the  fol¬ 
lowing  letter  on  this  fubjedt  from  the 

late  Earl  of  Berkeley . 

SIR, 

I  A  M  fo  thoroughly  perfuaded  of  your 
good  intentions  for  the  benefit  of 

o 

mankind  by  all  your  actions,  that  you 
may  make  ufe  of  my  name,  and  the 
things  that  I  have  experienced. 

The  firft  was  on  my .pack  of  hounds, 
given  me  by  Lord  Qrford  three  or  four 
years  ago,  which  had  both  forts  of  mad- 
nefs,  the  raving  and  the  kennel  madnefs. 
I  loft  feveral  couple  till  I  talked  with 
you,  and  had  your  pamphlet.  I  then 

N  4  im~ 
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Immediately  gave  all  my  hounds  in  ge- 
neral  the  medicine  ;  thofe  that  were  bit,, 
and  thofe  that  were  not ;  and  I  never  had 
a  madnefs  from  that  day  to  this.  I  had 
two  dogs  mad  at  the  fame  time  3  one  of 
them  had  been  tied  up  three  days,,  and 
had  eat  and  drank  nothing,  fo  had  not 
ftrength  to  go  through  the  remedy. 
That  which  was  cured  had  the  ftrongeft 
fymptoms  of  madnefs,  fbch  as  the  dread 
of  water,  biting  at  any  thing,  and  her 
bark  was  altered  from  a  little  voice,  to 
that  of  a  great  dog  ;  fhe  was  cured. 

My  brother  ‘Tom’s  hounds  that  were 
mad,  had  taken  all  forts  of  drenches,  to 
the  number  of  nine  or  ten,  but  it  did  not 

\  1 

do.  I  immediately  gave  him  your  re¬ 
ceipt,  and  he  gave  it  them,  and  he  ne¬ 
ver  had  a  dog  mad  afterwards,  I  have 
actually  now  live  fpaniels  and  hounds 
juft  bit  j  I  have  given  them,  alfo,  your 
medicine  :  they  have  palled  a  change,  a 
full  moon,  and  another  change,  and  they 
are  all  well,  and  not  one  gone  mad. 

You 
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You  may  make  what  ufe  you  pleafe 
of  this  letter .  I  have  fent  all  that  i 

know. 

I  did  once  meet  with  Mr.  Robinfon 
Litton’ s  fox-hounds  coming  to  be  dipped*, 
and  told  his  huntfman  of  your  receipt, 
but  know  not  if  he  ufed  it ;  but  you  may 
enquire.  He  lives  in  Hertfordjhire  5  he 
has  now  given  away  his  hounds. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours, 

Berkeley. 

P.  S.  I  am  not  fure,  but  I  think  my 

brother’s  hounds  took  Mead’s  medicine. 

Milton  Hill,  near  Pujy9 
by  Hungerford  Bay. 


The 


I 


186  A  TREATISE  ON 

The  two  following  cafes  were  lately 
communicated  to  me  by  the  Right  Ho¬ 
nourable  the  Countefs  of  Buchan . 

In  July ,  1740,  as  Margaret  Burnet  and 
Alexander  Logan ,  a  youth  of  fifteen,  fer- 
vants  to  Lord  Buchan ,  were  Handing  in 
the  kitchen,  a  fheep  dog,  belonging  to  a 
labouring  man  hard  by,  came  in,  woich 
at  firft  did  not  alarm  them,  as  he  ufed  to 
do  fo,  and  had  nothing  of  that  wildnefs 
and  fury  in  his  look,  that  could  make 
them  aware  of  him  ;  the  reafon  of  which 
was  owing  to  his  being  what  we  vuigarly 
call  filly  mad,  and  of  courfe,  as  we  always 
obferve,  unable  to  bite,  or  at  leaft  but 
flightly,  by  reafon  of  the  debility  of  the 
under  jaw. 

He  firft  came  up  to  the  maid,  whom 
he  fnapped  at  as  (he  was  hooping  foi- 
ward  ;  and  though  there  was  nothing  but 
a  flocking  between  his  teeth  and  her  leg, 

the  wound  was  lb  flight,  that  it  hardly 

brought 
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brought  the  blood.  He  next  jumped, 
and  caught  Alexander  Logan  by  the  hand, 
but  had  not  ftrength  to  make  a  wound 
deeper  than  the  former,  which  alfo 
hardly  bled,  but  the  ikin  was  much 
ruffled.  And,  laflly,  he  jumped  at  a 
little  girl,  who  flood  by,  and  attempted 
to  bite  her  arm ;  but  as  it  was  covered 
within  her  gown,  there  was  nothing  to 
be  feen  but  a  rednefs  on  the  part,  and 
the  fkin  not  in  the  leaf!  broke. 


As  we  heard  of  the  accident  the  mo- 

i 

ment  it  happened,  we  fent  exprefs  to  the 
Earl  of  Hopetoun ,  with  our  compliments, 
and  to  beg  his  Lordfhip  would  let  us 
have  what  he  had  found  by  experience  to 
be  the  mofl  fuccefsful  remedy  for  the  pre¬ 
venting  madnefs  among  his  dogs  ;  which 
he  did  accordingly,  and  it  was  thus.  Na¬ 
tive  and  Fictitious  Cinnabar  and  Mufk, 
in  equal  proportion  ;  but  for  the  quantity 
he  could  not  pretend  to  determine,  as  he 
had  never  given  it  to  any  creature  except 
his  dogs  i  but  added,  that  no  doubt  the 

apo- 
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apothecary  we  employed  could  inform  us* 
or  make  a  guefs* 


Accordingly,  by  the  direction  of 
the  letter*  it  was  immediately  admini- 
iiered ;  but  the  lad,  from  a  filly  notion 
that  he  could  not  fuffer  from  fo  flight  a 
fcratch,  had,  as  we  found  after,  thrown 
away  the  one  half. 

In  the  mean  time,  (he,  who  was  eon- 
flit ution ally  very  fickly  and  hyfterical, 
was  worked  by  the  medicine  fo  violently, 
that  we  had  reafon  to  believe  it  would 
have  gone  hard  with  her,  had  not  a  phy- 
Jician,  who  was  accidentally  in  the  houfe, 
given  her  fomething  to  leflen  its  violence. 

The  day  after  it  was  repeated  in  a 
lefs  quantity,  and  worked  moderately  on 
her  ;  but  the  boy,  from  a  fuperior 
ftreneth  of  conftitution,  found  no  effedfe 
at  ail  from  it  ;  and  on  having  a  ftronger 
dofe  repeated,  confeffed  afterwards,  that 
he  threw  it  again  over  the  window. 

In 
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In  the  mean  time,  as  the  thing  was 
not  fufpe&ed,  the  medicine  was  not  again 
repeated  to  either  of  them*  and  they  con¬ 
tinued  well  for  a  week  or  two  ;  at  the 
end  of  which  time  I  obferved  one  day,  as 
he  was  ferving  at  table,  that  his  chops 
were  tied  with  a  handkerchief,  and  de¬ 
manding  the  reafon,  he  replied  he  did  not 
know,  but  they  were  fwelled,  and  fo  that 
he  could  not  chew  with  them,  though 
he  had  no  pain.  To  which  I  anfwered, 
in  order  to  frighten  him  to  take  another 
dofe  of  the  medicines,  (having  then  heard 
what  he  had  done  with  the  former)  that 
1  fuppofed  his  chops  were  going  to  fall 
like  the  mad  dog's  that  had  bit  them  ; 
which  made  no  further  impreffion  on 
him,  than  to  make  him  repeat  it  as  a 
a  good  joke  among  his  fellows  below 
flairs. 

In  a  few  days  after,  he  being  lent  to 
the  well  to  bring  in  two  quart  bottles  of 
water,  the  fervants  were  alarmed  to  fee 

him 
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him  enter  the  kitchen  with  a  wildnefs 
and  horror  in  his  look,  and,  without  fay¬ 
ing  a  word,  run  to  the  fire,  and  put  two 
corks  into  it,  faying,  as  to  himfelf,  I  a?n 
bewitched ,  but  this  will  do  ;  or  fome  words 
to  that  purpofe  ;  and  being  defired  to 
explain  himfelf,  he  gave  the  account  as 
follows. 

That  being  fent  for  the  water,  he 
ftooped  down  to  fill  the  bottles,  but  had 
no  fooner  heard  the  noife  it  made  in  go¬ 
ing  down,  than  he  was  feized  with  fuch 
a  fit  of  fright  and  trembling,  that  he  fet 
them  down,  and  ran  as  hard  as  he  could 
from  the  place ;  but  recollecting  that  the 
butler,  who  wanted  the  water  for  fupper, 
would  be  angry  if  he  did  not  bring  them, 
he  turned  back,  but  no  fooner  touched 
them  again,  but  the  fright  and  trembling 
returned ;  fo  that  he  could  not  have 
brought  them  home,  had  he  got  the 
world  for  doing  fo.  By  that,  added  he, 
1  know  that  I  am  bewitched,  but  as  I 

have 
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have  burnt  the  corks,  I  am  fare  I  fhall 
be  well. 

After  this,  he  fpoke  a  great  deal  of 
incoherent  fluff,  cried  out  for  a  Bible, 
which  he  immediately  threw  from  him, 
wept,  and  fpoke  in  the  ftyle  of  a  perfon 
under  the  influence  of  a  deep  melancholy, 
which  was  the  more  remarkable,  as  he 
was  a  young  lively  boy. 

Upon  this,  the  clergyman,  a  fenfible 
old  man,  was  fent  for,  who,  after  talking 
to  him  a  little,  came  and  told  us,  that  he 
fufpefled  his  delirium  was  of  a  nature  out 
of  his  way. 

In  a  word,  concluding  that  it  proceed¬ 
ed  from  the  bite  of  a  mad  dog,  the  apo¬ 
thecary  was  fent  for,  and  the  medicine 
again  frequently  repeated  •>  but  we  have 
fince  regretted  we  did  not  try  whether 
the  Hydrophobia  continued. 
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In  a  few  days  he  gave  over  talking  i n* 
coherently,  but  the  wildnefs  in  his  eyes* 
and  dejedted  ftupor  ftill  continued ;  and 
he  was  fo  far  out  of  his  fight  mind,  that 
he  infilled  to  Hand  as  ufual  at  my  back  at 
table.  At  laft,  by  making  ufe  of  a  great 
deal  of  exercife,  he  infenfibly  returned  to 
his  former  health  and  looks,  only  that 
for  fix  months  he  was  frequently,  as  it 
were,  ftupid,  and  had  the  gloomy  wild¬ 
nefs  in  his  eyes ;  but  whether  it  was  at 
the  height  of  the  moon,  or  not,  I  can¬ 
not  at  this  diftance  of  time  be  certain  $ 
though  I  remember  it  was  fo  believed 
by  the  fervants  at  that  time. 

He  has  ever*  both  before  and  fince  he 
left  our  family,  been  in  perfect  health 
both  of  body  and  mind,  and  is  in  a  good 
way  of  bufinefs,  and  has  a  numerous 
family. 

The  preparing  this  Treatife  for  the 
prefs  has  been  interrupted*  or  it  would 

have 
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have  appeared  a  month  fooner.  On 
TAurfday,  Augujl  28  laft,  I  had  a  call  to 
a  great  diftance,  to  attend  a  perfon 
who  was  fo  unfortunate  as  to  want 
my  affiftance,  and  to  whom  I  could  not 
refufe  it.  Whilft  I  was  abroad,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  very  important  cafe  occurred, 
which  I  loft  the  opportunity  of  attending, 
by  being  out  of  the  way.  This,  howe¬ 
ver,  I  regret  the  lefs,  becaufe  I  have  the 
particulars  of  it  from  undoubted  autho- 
thority,  and  afterwards  from  the  girl 
herfelf. 

Sarah  Wharton,  a  maid  lervant, 
about  nineteen  years  old,  of  a  good  habit 
of  body,  was  going  down  Air  Jlreet  into 
Piccadilly y  the  29th  of  Augujl ,  1  y 6o, 
about  eleven  o’clock  in  the  forenoon,  to 
look  after  a  place,  when  a  dog  running 
along,  flapped  at  her  hand,  and  bit  her 

on  the  outfide  of  the  wrift  of  the  left 
hand. 


About 
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About  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
of  the  fame  day  ihe  applied  to  a  furgeon 
in  that  neighbourhood.  On  examining 
the  part,  he  found  it  was  rather  a  fcratch 
than  a  wound  ;  and  where  the  tooth  of 
the  dog  had  pinched  the  fkin,  it  had 
rifen  into  a  bump  about  the  bignefs  of  a 
pea,  round  which  there  was  an  inflamed 
circle  about  the  fize  of  a  crown  piece. 

Mrs.  Jones ,  in  Coventry  Court  in  the 
Haymarket?  with  whom  fhe  lived  till  fhe 
could  get  a  place,  had  applied  parfley  and 
fait  butter,  bruifed  together,  on  the  part, 
which  the  furgeon  removed,  and  applied 
a  pledget  with  mercurial  ointment.  He 
did  not  open  the  part,  judging  from  the 
inflammation  that  the  poifon  had  entered 
the  blood;  and  gave  her  a  drachm  of  mer¬ 
curial  ointment  to  rub  into  the  hand  and 
arm  aftedled  ;  and  four  pills,  made  up 
with  two  grains  of  clurpeth  Mineral  in 
each,  two  to  be  taken  going  to  bed,  and 
two  next  morning ;  and  defired  her  to 
call  on  him  at  the  fame  time  next  day,. 
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Which  fhe  did.  She  now  complained  of 
a  pain  in  the  part  that  was  bit,  with  fly¬ 
ing  pains  in  her  head ;  a  total  lofs  of  ap¬ 
petite  ;  and  had  a  quick,  hard  full  pulfe. 
She  had  then  ten  ounces  of  blood  ta¬ 
ken  from  her  arm  ;  and  not  having  had 
a  ftool  flnce  the  accident,  fhe  was  defired 
to  take  a  clyfter,  made  with  an  ounce  of 
common  ialt,  and  a  pint  of  warm  water  * 
and  if  that  did  not  procure  a  ftool  in  half 

An  hour,  to  repeat  it;  and  to -repeat  the 
pills  and  ointment  as  before. 

*  t 

Sunday,  3 1  ft.  The  furgeon  vifited  her 
this  morning,  and  found  the  clyfter  had 
not  operated  lufhciently,  which  IVirs* 
Jones  faid  was  owing  to  her  not  taking  it 
properly,  as  fhe  was  much  altered  in  her 
temper,  and  would  not  do  as  fhe  was  de¬ 
fired.  He  therefore  ordered  her  a  purg¬ 
ing  pill,  with  three  grains  of  Calomel 
She  complained  now  that  the  pain 
afcended  as  high  as  her  fhoulder,  and 
there  raifed  the  fenfation  of  dogs  bitine 
her;  and  that  fhe  could  not  bear  the 

°  2  light. 
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light,'  nor  look  at  water,  but  with  great 
uneafmefs. 

The  pill  operated  fix  or  feven  times  ; 
at  night  he  ordered  the  ointment  arid  pills 
as  before,  as  alfo  •Ajfa  Fetida  and  crude 
Opium,  of  each  four  grains,  to  be  made 
into  four  pills,  one  to  be  taken  every  fe- 
cond  hour,  until  fhe  found  eafe.  As 
foon  as  flie  took  the  firft  of  the  quieting 
pills,  flie  vomited  it  up.  She  then  took 
a  fecond,  which  likewife  came  up ;  yet 
flie  palled  a  better  night  than  before. 

This  evening  the  orifice  in  her  arm 
burft  open,  and  fhe  was  fuppofed  to  lofe 
near  a  pint  of  blood. 

Monday .  This  morning  the  pain  of 
jier  arm  was  much  abated,  when  fhe  was 
ordered  to  take  one  of  the  Furpeth  pills, 
as  before.  She  could  not  bear  the  light, 
though  her  eyes  were  fhut,  but  was  ob¬ 
liged  to  cover  her  head  with  the  bed- 

cloathes  ;  and  the  flying  pains  fhe  at  firft 

com- 
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complained  of  in  her  head*  were  now 
turned  into  a  giddinefs. 

This  evening  fhe  was  much  better, 
the  pain  in  her  arm  quite  gone,  the  lick- 
nefs  in  her  ftomach  lefs  than  in  the 
morning.  She  took  a  little  panada 
twice,  which  flayed  near  two  hours 
each  time  before  it  came  up,  which  was 
the  firft  nouridiment  of  any  kind  fhe  had 
taken  lince  the  accident.  She  was  or¬ 
dered  this  night  to  rub  in  a  drachm  of 
the  ointment  on  the  affefted  arm,  as  be¬ 
fore  ;  to  take  two  Turpetb  pills,  and 
drink  after  them  two  Ipoonfuls  of  the 
following  mixture  ;  and  to  take  two 
fpoonfuls  any  time  when  lick,  and  one 
of  the  Opiate  pills. 

R  Succ.  Limon .  ^ii.  Salts  Abjinth.  9iv. 

Pul.  e  C.  C.  Simp.  gfs.  Syr.  e  Mecon.  §i. 

Aq.  Font .  §iv.  M. 

Fuefday  morning.  This,  with  one  of 
the  Opiate  pills,  gave  her  a  good  night, 

O  ^  and 
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and  flopped  her  vomiting.  She  found 
herfelf  much  better  this  morning,  though 
the  giddinefs  in  her  head  ftill  conti¬ 
nued,  yet  not  fe  violent ;  and  fhe  cbiild 
bear  the  light  much  better  than  the  day 
before, 

v  •  '■  ■  -  ■■ ' 

At  nine  this  morning  fhe  took  a  purg¬ 
ing  pill,  the  fame  as  Sunday  lair.  Dr. 
Nugent  was  defired  to  vilit  her  in  forma 
pauperis,  which  he  moft  readily  did  about 
eleven  o’clock  3  and  finding  her  complain 
of  a  difficulty  of  fwallowing,  he  advifed 
an  ounce  of  Galbanum  and  a  drachm  of 

■  •  *  D  1  - 

crude  Opium  to  be  fpread  on  leather,  and 
applied  to  her  throat,  and  round  her 
neck ;  and  to  add  one  grain  of  Opium  to 
the  mixture  above  prefcribed,  of  which 
file  had  only  taken^  four  fpoonfuls ;  to 
take  half  one  of  the  Opiate  pills  pre¬ 
fcribed,  and  eight  grains  of  AfaFcet.  go¬ 
ing  to  reft,  firft  rubbing  into  the  arm 
affedted  one  drachm  of  the  mercurial 
ointment,  as  before* 

.■  ’.1  •»  • 


This 
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This  evening  the  was  much  better, 
and  could  bear  the  light  5  the  phyfic  had 
operated  very  well ;  and  the  medicines 
were  given  as  above. 

Wednejday .  This  morning  Dr.  Nugent 
and  the  furgeon  found  her  perfectly  well  * 
the  Dodtor  thought  fhe  had  ufed  enough 
of  the  ointment,  and  only  ordered  the 
pills  to  be  repeated,  as  laft  night. 

Fhurjday .  This  morning  flie  was  per** 
fedtly  well ;  on  which  the  furgeon  took 
his  leave,  defiring  her,  if  fhe  fiiould  have 
any  return  of  her  complaint,  to  call  on 
him. 

Saturday .  She  complained  again  of  her 
head  ;  the  AJfa  Feet .  pills  were  repeated. 

Sunday .  The  pills  repeated,  with  3. 
drachm  of  the  ointment.  She  is  now 
perfectly  well. 

O  4 
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Either  on  Sunday  or  Monday ,  I  do 
not  exactly  remember  which,  I  faw  and 
examined  the  girl,  whom  I  found  per¬ 
fectly  well.  She  confirmed  to  me  every 
circumftance  related  above,  with  refpeit 
to  her  own  fenfations.  And  fince  that  I 
had  an  opportunity  of  afking  Dr.  Nu¬ 
gent's  opinion  of  this  affair,  who  feems 
not  to  doubt  of  its  being  the  Canine 
Madnefs .  And  he  tells  me,  that  on  Tuef* 
day>  Septe?nber  2,  the  day  he  fir  ft  vifited 
her,  £he  concealed  her  face  in  the  cur¬ 
tains,  to  avoid  the  light. 

Dr.  Cheyne ,  having  giving  his  opinion 
of  the  treatment  of  Canine  Madnefs  by 
Mercury,  in  his  treatife  on  the  natural 
method  of  curing  difeafes  of  the  body, 
and  the  difeafes  of  the  mind,  publifhed 
in  1742,  as  his  approbation  is  of  fome 
weight,  I  would  not  omit  quoting  the 
paffages. 

;•  •  I '  .  '  •  ■  '  ■ »  ■ 

*  Madness 
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*  Madness  and  Hydrophobia  in  dogs, 

*  and  rage  and  lull  in  other  animals,  arife 

*  from  the  abounding  and  fermentation 

*  of  animal  falts  only ;  particularly  the 

*  madnefs  of  dogs,  is  obferved  to  proceed 

*  from  furfeits  of  carrion  and  putrified 
4  flefh,  they  filling  their  blood  and  juices 

*  with  fuch  volatile  and  animal  falts,  that 

*  are  detached,  and  in  a  ftate  of  activity, 

*  which  Hydrophobia  is  now  fo  fuccefs- 
‘  fully,  and,  I  think,  rationally  cured  by 

*  ponderous  medicines,  thofe  efpecially, 

*  that  are  the  quickeft  of  all  in  their 
‘  operations,  as  large  dofes  of  T arpeth,  as 
‘  might  have  been  juftly  expedted  j  but 
‘  the  cure  cannot  be  certain,  unlefs  it  be 
‘  brought  to  rife  to  a  quick  falivation;  for 
‘  as  the  effect  of  this  poifon  is  quick,  fb 
‘  mull  that  be  of  its  antidotes.  Mercu- 
‘  rial  inundtion,  with  a  Quickfilver  oint- 
‘  ment,  and  the  adtive  ponderofe,  may 
e  haften  and  afcertain  the  cure  in  fuch 

*  a  defperate  and  frightful  diftemper. 


And 
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And  ip  another  place, 

f  And  I  am  fatisfied  the  Hydrophobia 
f  itfelf  can  only  he  folidly  cured  by  Mer* 
f  cury,  judicioufly  managed/ 

It  only  remains,  that  I  give  fome  ac¬ 
count  of  certain  remedies,  which  have  in 
their  turns  had  fome  reputation  for  pre¬ 
venting  the  Canine  Madnefs,  and  which, 
I  think,  cannot  be  relied  on,  as  many 
more  have  con  traded  the  diftemper,  after 
having  taken  them,  with  all  imaginable 
care  and  circumfpedion,  as  prefervatives, 
than  have  been  faved  by  their  ufe, 

The  firft  I  fihall  endeavour  to  fet  a 
mark  of  infamy  upon,  is  that  operation 
which  is  called  worming  a  dog ;  and  the 
rather,  becaufe  the  notion  many  people 
have,  that  no  dog  can  go  mad  after  it ; 
and  of  others,  who  firmly  believe,  that  $ 
dog  thus  treated  cannot  bite,  though  he 
fliould  be  afterwards  mad,  may  have 
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very  untoward  confequences,  by  lulling 
thofe  of  this  opinion  into  a  fatal  fecurity, 
whilft  they  are  converfant  with  the  do- 
meflic  animals  that  have  fuffered  this  ri¬ 
diculous  cruelty. 

I  have  frequently  feen  dogs  wormed, 
as  they  call  it,  and  find  it  thus.  There 

o' 

Is  in  almoft  every  town  or  village  in 
England,  fome  cobler,  or  farrier,  or 
huntfman,  that  boafts  a  dexterity  in  ta¬ 
king  a  worm  from  under  the  tongue  of  a 
puppy.  Their  fee  is  ufuaJly  from  a  {bil¬ 
ling,  for  dogs  of  the  more  genteel  fort,  to 
a  penny,  or  a  mug  of  ale,  for  curs. 
They  elevate  the  tongue,  and  with  an 
awl,  or  a  penknife,  or  fome  pointed  in- 
ftrument,  make  a  pundure  under  it,  and 
draw  out  a  very  {lender  filament,  which 
I  take  to  be  a  nerve ;  and  this  con- 
trading  when  recently  taken  away,  the 
ideots  fancy  it  ftirs,  and  believe  it  a 
worm,  to  which  it  bears  no  manner  of 

refemblance, 

* 
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Be  that  as  it  may,  I  am  certain  from 
experience,  that  dogs  thus  treated,  run 
mad  equally  with  thofe  who  have  never 
fuffered  this  abfurd  operation.  There  is 
no  worm  in  the  part,  I  firmly  believe, 
and  confequently  none  can  be  taken  out. 
All  that  this  can  do  is,  to  prevent  puppies 
from  biting  or  gnawing  every  thing  they 
meet  with ;  and  for  no  other  reafon, 
than  becaufe  it  makes  their  mouths  fore, 
and  gives  them  pain  when  they  take  any 
hard  thing  in  their  mouths  ;  and  this 
breaks  them  of  the  habit. 

v  •  ’  ,* .  e  ; 

.  •  -i  O  .. 

T  his  is  intended  to  prevent  a  bite. 
But  there  are  many  applications  equally 
ridiculous,  recommended  to  prevent  the 
confequences  of  it.  Thus  the  hair  of  the 
dog  that  gave  the  wound  is  advifed  as  an 
application  to  the  part  injured.  But  as 
the  reafon  given  for  its  efficacy  is  a  very 
bad  one,  it  deferves  no  farther  notice. 
It  is,  that  every  animal  carries  about  it 

an  antidote  to  its  own  poifon  $  therefore 

the 
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the  hair  of  a  mad  dog  is  fo  to  its  own 
venom. 

I  have  no  experience  of  the  virtues 
of  fait*  or  a  hot  iron  applied  to  the  part 
affedted  by  the  bite  $  therefore  can  fay 
nothing  of  them  to  the  reader’s  fatisfac- 
tion,  or  my  own.  But  I  muft  confefs, 
I  think  them  likely  enough  to  do  fome 
good,  provided  their  application  is  im¬ 
mediate.  But  I  fhould  have  very  little 
dependence  on  either,  or  both,  if  ufed 
ten  minutes  after  the  reception  of  the 
injury  ;  for  in  a  very  little  time  the  con¬ 
tagion  may  have  reached  where  neither 
the  fait  nor  the  cautery  can  follow  it.  I 
fhould  therefore  efteem  them  as  very  pre¬ 
carious  prefervatives. 

\ 

Perhaps  nothing  has  been  more  re¬ 
commended  by  way  of  preventing  Canine 
Madnefs,  than  the  river  crabs. 

Diofcorides,  in  his  treatife  of  the  Tberi- 
acciy  C.  x.  gives  a  very  excellent  defer  ip - 

tion 


t>o6  A  TREATISE  ON 

tion  of  a  mad  dog.  In  C.  2.  lie  recom¬ 
mends  a  medicine,  which  has  been  taken 
notice  of  fince  by  aim  oft  every  author  that 
has  wrote  upon  the  fa bj  eft. 

It  confifts  of  the  afhes  of  the  river 
crab  (tioLgiu'vov;  TroTee/Aous,  )  burnt  by  a 
fire  made  of  the  tendrils  of  the  white 
vine.  Thefe  are  advifed  to  be  finely  tri¬ 
turated,  and  kept  for  ufe  :  as  alfo  the 
root  of  Gentian,  powdered  and  lifted. 

When  any  one  is  bitten  by  a  dogj’ 
two  Go  dole  aria  of  the  afhes 

of  the  River  Crabs,  and  one  of  the  pow¬ 
dered  Gentian,  are  to  be  given  in  four 
Cyuthi  of  pure  wine.  When  thefe  were 
ftirred  and  mixed  ■(&  V  a  A  $It&)  hke 
a  thin  pultice,  or  hafty  pudding,  they 
were  to  be  thus  taken  for  four  days,  (I 
believe  it  fhould  be  forty)  if  the  bite  was 
recent ;  otherwife  the  dofe  was  to  be 
increafed  to  double  or  treble  the  quanti¬ 
ty,  if  two  or  three  days  had  elspfed  after 

receiving 

<3? 
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receiving  the  wound,  before  it  was  aeE 
mini  (teredo 


But  though  he  thinks  this  may  poffi- 
bly  be  fufficient,  yet  he  advifes  other 
means  to  be  uled.  He  fays,  a  large 
wound,  which  bleeds  much,  is  lefs  dan^- 
gerous  than  a  fmall  one.  In  the  larger 
wounds  he  diredts  the  torn  flefh  to  be 
taken  away  immediately,  and  the  lips  of 
the  wound  to  be  cut  all  round,  and  the 
flefli  to  be  taken  out.  He  further  adds, 
that  both  in  large  and  fmall  wounds  deep 
fcarifications  (hould  be  made  all  round* 
He  tells  us  alfo,  that  after  this,  cupping- 
glaffes  fhould  be  applied,  with  much 
fire,  both  that  the  virulence  of  thepoifon 
(hould  he  moderated  by  the  fire,  and  that 
the  ulcer  may  keep  open  the  longer. 
He  adds,  that  it  rnuft  be  kept  open  a 
confiderahle  time,  by  applying  to  it  Ta - 
r ic bus  (  rdgi%Qs  )  or  bruited  wild  gar-- 

lie, 

'*  Topi^oj.  ( Tarichus )  is  a  name  for  ail  forts  of  ffh, 
or  flefh  preferved  in  brine  or  fait  ;  but  properly  of  fifh,  as 
anchovies,  pickled  herrings,  Caviar,  Botargo,  and  others. 
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lie,  or  onions,  or  the  Cyreniac  juice.. 
But,  fays  he,  If  the  ulcer  fiiould  heal 
within  forty  days,  it  mull  be  torn  open 
with  the  hands,  or  cut,  or  burnt.  Af¬ 
ter  keeping  it  open  a  fufficient  time, 
when  It  is  fuffered  to  heal,  the  whole 
part  mull  be  covered  with  the  plaifter  of 
falts  ( fooL  w  dKiiv )  >  and  after  fome 
days  he  advifes  to  apply  a  Sinapifm* 

Galen  de  SirnpL  Medicament.  Facul- 
tatibus  L.  ii.  C.  i.  No.  34.  rays,  that 
the  afhes  of  River  Crabs  (  tUv 
m  xcc^lvoov  rtygee)  a£t  wonderfully  by 
the  property  of  their  whole  elfence,  up¬ 
on  thofe  bitten  by  a  mad  dog,  either 
alone,  or  with  Gentian  and  Frankincenfe. 
But  there  muft  be  one  part  of  Frankin¬ 
cenfe,  five  of  Gentian,  and  ten  of  the 
Crabs. 

He  tells  us,  he  feldotn  ufed  them 
otherwife  than  as  old  Mferion *  the  em¬ 
piric,  prepared  them,  an  excellent  judge 
©f pharmacy,  his  countryman,  and  matter. 

He 
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He  ufed  to  burn  them  alive  in  the 
iiimmer,  in  a  copper  di£h,  after  the  riling 
of  the  Dog-dar,  when  the  fun  was  in 
Leo,  and  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  the 
moon.  The  dole  was  a  large  Cochliare 
ia.gm  evpeytdes)  of  thefe,  every  day, 
for  forty  days;  but  if  he  had  not  the 
treatment  of  the  patient  till  fbme  days 
after  the  bite,  then  he  gave  two  Cockle- 
(iria  every  day ;  and  applied  to  the  wound 
an  emplaftic  medicine  of  Brutian  Pitch, 
Opoponax,  and  Vinegar,  in  this  propor¬ 
tion  .  of  Pitch,  a  pound  ;  of  the  fharpeft 
"Vinegar ,  an  Italian  Sextary  ;  of  Opopo— 
nax,  three  ounces. 

The  Fix  Brutia  was  the  fatted:  and 
mod  relinous  kind  of  pitch,  fo  called 
from  the  country  of  the  Brutu,  where  it 
was  procured  from  the  Lada,  mountain 
pine.  Thefe  people  inhabited  that  part 
of  Calabria,  which  is  over  againd  Sicily, 
beyond  the  Lucani.  They  lod  their  li¬ 
berty  for  joining  Hannibal. 

P 
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I  have  been  the  more  particular,  in 
thefe  quotations,  in  order  to  fhew  the 
neceffity  there  is  for  accuracy  in  citing 
paffages  from  the  ancient  Greek  writers. 
In  treating  of  the  efficacy  of  medicinal 
fimples,  upon  the  authority  of  authors, 
or  indeed  in  fpeaking  of  them,  great  care 
fhould  be  taken,  that  the  thing  recom¬ 
mended  is  not  miftaken  for  fomething 
that  may  not  be  poffeffed  of  tne  fame 
virtues. 

* 

•V 

The  thing  of  the  next  importance  is, 
to  afcertain  the  dofe  with  all  poffible  ac¬ 
curacy.  In  both  thefe  particulais  I  am 
apprehenfive,  that  Meady  in  his  Effay  on 
the  Mad  Dog,  has  not  been  fo  careful  as 
he  ought  to  have  been.  For,  firft,  I 
take  the  river  crabs  ( xagulvoi 

when  he  informs  us,  that  Galen  re- 
<s  commends  the  allies  of  the  Fiver 
“  Crawfifli,  in  the  dofe  of  a  good  fpoon- 
t(  ful  or  two  every  day’?  not  to  be  the 

Cracwfijle>  but  a  fpecies  of  fhell-fifh, 

which 
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which  bear  much  the  fame  refemblance 
to  Crabs,  as  our  Crawfijh  do  to  Lobfters, 
but  are  larger.  Thele  are  very  com¬ 
mon  in  the  rivers  of  Greece,  Sicily,  and 
AJia,  and,  I  think,  in  the  Danube. 

And  I  have  the  more  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that  thefe  River  Crabs  are  meant 
both  by  Diofcorides  and  Galen  ;  becaufe 
ALtius,  who  almoft  repeats  a  great  part  of 
what  the  abovementioned  authors  have 
laid,  though  in  the  title  of  his  chapter 
ire  quotes  Rufus  and  Pofdomus,  gives  to 
thefe  crabs  the  epithet  ’evfteyiQw.  Now 
this  word  imports  ingens,  very  large,  vajl, 
an  appellation  by  no  means  fuitable  to 
our  diminutive  crawjifh  ;  but  which  may 
with  greater  propriety  be  applied  to  the 
true  River  Crabs,  if  the  defcription  of 
them  I  have  had  from  thofe  that  pretend 
to  have  feen  them  is  juft. 

Janus  Cornarius  has  tran  dated  ev^eyitim 
by  magnorum,  a  word  which  I  think  by 
no  means  expreffes  the  meaning  of  the 

P  2  Greek 
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Greek  original  j  for  by  the  tranflator  s 
Latin  word  may  poffibly  be  underftood, 
the  largeft  of  a  fmall  fort  of  River 
Crabs,  when  the  Greek  feems  to  imply 
a  very  large  fpecies. 

As  to  the  dofe,  I  apprehend  he  was 
as  much  miftaken ;  for  the  Grecian  Co¬ 
chlear  ion  was  by  no  means  a  fpoonful,  nor 
half  a  one.  But  it  was  much  more  eafy 
to  call  the  great  Cochleare,  a  good  fpoonful, 
than  to  afcertain  the  exadt  capacity.  For 
it  is  fo  me  what  difficult  to  underhand 
perfectly  the  Gracian  meafures,  which 
were  originally  taken  from  the  P hcem~ 
ciaii ,  and  afterward,  in  fome  degiee,  con¬ 
founded  with  the  Roman ,  when  the  con- 
(iiiefts  of  Rome  had  made  the  intercom  fe 
with  Greece  more  frequent. 

Besides,  the  different  cities  of  Greece 
had  a  variety  in  their  meafures  and 
Weights.  Thus  there  was  the  Ephefian, , 
A  lex  and?  tan?  and  Attic  Cotyle .  And, 

moreover. 
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moreover,  the  phyficians,  as  they  do  now, 
ufed  weights  either  different  from  the 
common  fort,  or  divided  them  differently. 
Thus  the  great  or  ruftic  Chemey 

was  one  twentieth  part  of  a  Cotyle ,  where¬ 
as  it  w’as  the  thirtieth  of  the  medicinal 
Cotyle . 

In  general,  the  Attic  Cochliarion  was 
the  tenth  of  the  Cyathus ;  a  Cyatbus  was 
the  fixth  of  a  Cotyle y  and  a  Cotyle  half  a 
Xejles  y  which  was  much  the  fame  as  the 
Roman  Sextary  y  fo  that  a  Cochliarion  was 
the  one  hundred  and  twentieth  part  of 
an  Attic  Xejles .  This  lad;  wTas  fomewhat 
lefs  than  a  Winchefier  pint,  corn  meafure  ; 
for,  according  to  Arhnthnot ,  a  Xejles 
contained  in  folid  inches  33,  158.  where¬ 
as  the  contents  of  a  Winchefler  pint  are 
33,  The  modern  powders,  and  dry 

medicines,  are  reckoned  by  weight,  not 
by  meafure.  But  in  liquids,  a  fpoonful 
is  a  thirty-fecond  part  of  a  pint,  or  pound. 
Now  the  contents  of  a  Winchejler  liquid 
pint  are  28  p  ^  infomucb,  that  a  fpoonful, 


is 
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is  but  little  more  than  a  tbirty-fecond 
part  of  an  Attic  Xejies  ;  but  a  Gochli avion 
is  only  a  one  hundred  and  twentieth, 

i 

But  there  certainly  were  two  forts  of 
Cochliaria,  in  common  ufe;  with  refpedt  to 
which,  opinions  have  been  various.  Rie¬ 
ger  is  of  opinion,  that  the  Attic  Cochlia- 
rion  was  four  fcruples  and  two  fifths  of 
a  grain  ;  but,  according  to  Le  Clerc ,  the 
greater  C ochliarion  was  about  a  drachm* 
the  leffer,  a  for u pie. 

By  the  paffage  above  quoted  from  Ga¬ 
len,  it  is  very  plain,  that  there  were  more 
Cochliaria  than  one,  from  his  applying  to 
it  the  epithet  ’evfjieyeQes,  importing  the 
largeft.  And  though,  as  I  obferved  be¬ 
fore,  this  word  could  not  be  applied  to 
fb  diminutive  a  creature  as  our  cracwjifh  ; 
yet,  as  there  were  two  Cochliaria,  the 
greatefl  may  with  ftridt  propriety  be 
called  large  ( ’eu^sysdes ). 

T  HI'S 

\ 
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'  This  meafure,  as  well  as  the  appella¬ 
tion,  was  certainly  taken  from  the  fhell 
of  a  fifh  probably  the  cockle. 

As  I  have  never  feen  any  of  the  true 
river  crabs,  nor  been  informed  by  any 
modern  author  of  their  having  been  ufed, 
I  can  give  no  opinion  of  them  from  my 
own  experience,  or  that  of  others.  But 
whatever  opinion  I  may  have  of  the  au¬ 
thors  who  recommend  it,  I  confefs,  the 
whimfical,  or  talifmanical  ceremonies  en¬ 
joined  in  the  preparation  of  this  remedy, 
by  no  means  recommend  it  to  my  efteem. 
I,  however,  believe,  that  it  may  have 
fome  efficacy  in  preventing  the  Canine 
Madnefs,  tho5  none  that  can  be  much  de¬ 
pended  on.  This  opinion  is  founded  upon 
its  being  an  highly  alcaline  fubftance  ;  and 
all,  or  moft  of  the  pretended  fpecifics  for 
this  diftemper  are  alcaline,  and  deftroyers 
of  acids  j  as  the  celebrated  pancake  made 
of  oyfter-fhelis,  mentioned  by  DeJJault ; 
Armenian  Bole ;  tin,  and  many  other. 

P  4  But 
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But  as  all  thefe  have  more  frequently 
failed,  than  been  attended  with  fuccefs., 

I  ihould  fufped,  that  the  allies  of  the 
River  Crabs  would  have  the  fame  fate„ 
for  the  fame  reafons. 

...  -V  »  ' 

Scr mourns  Largus  defcribes  an  antidote 
made  of  very  warm  ingredients,  which 
his  m after  Apuleius  Celfus  made  every 
year,  and  fent  to  Sicily,  a  country  much 
infefted  with  mad  dogs.  This  I  fhall 
not  infert  here,  becaufe  I  moll  firmly  be¬ 
lieve  it  poffefled  of  no  one  virtue  to  re¬ 
commend  it. 

'  * 

It  appears  to  me,  that  the  Sicilians 
purchafed  it,  and  were  fond  of  it,  not 
becaufe  it  cured  any  one  diftemper,  but 
becaufe  it  warmed  their  ftomachs,  and 
by  expelling  flatulencies,  gave  them  feme 
immediate  relief ;  juft  in  the  manner  that 
feme  amongft  us  cannot  live  comfortably 
without  Venice  treacle,  Mithridate,  Ra¬ 
leigh's  confedion,  the  Cardiac  confedion, 
or  gin  5  all  of  which  I  efteem  moft  de~ 

teftably; 

t 
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teftable,  infamous,  and  deftrudtive  poi-r 
ions,  as  they  are  generally  ufed,  and  the 
laft  and  worft  legacy  of  Pandora . 

The  fame  author  tells  an  old  womans 
ftory  of  an  amulet,  which  he  purchafed 
at  a  high  price,  of  Zopyrus ,  a  phyfician, 
and  ambaflador  from  Crete,  who  learned 
it  of  an  old  Barbarian,  that  was  fhip- 
wrecked  on  that  ifland,  who  ufed  it  there 
with  great  fucceis. 

This  was  nothing  more  than  a  piece 
of  the  fkin  of  an  Hycena ,  tied  up  in  a 
rag,  and  bound  upon  the  left  arm  when 
the  diftemper  was  prefent ;  and  it  was 
to  make  the  patients  drink  without  fear, 
and  totally  cure  them. 

All  that  can  be  learned  from  this  tale 
is,  that  when  Seri  bourns  Largus  purchafed 
this  fecret,  a  fool  and  his  money  were 
foon  parted.  A  dog,  it  feems,  is  faid  to 
be  terribly  afraid  of  an  hycena ;  therefore 
the  diftemper  caufed  by  the  bite  of  a  dog, 

is 
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is  to  be  frighted  away  at  the  approach  of 
an  hyccnd?>  ilcm. 

In  a  quotation  above  from  Default, 
mention  has  been  made  of  Palmarins  s 
powder.  As  I  have  not  this  author  by 
me,  I  am  obliged  to  take  an  account  of 
it  from  that  mod;  excellent  commenta¬ 
tor  on  Boerhaave  s  aphorifms,  the  Baron 
Van  Swieten.  According  to  him  it  is 
thus  prepared. 

Pake  of  the  leaves  of  Rue,  Vi mvain,  the 
leffer  Sage,  Plantain,  Polypody,  common 
Wormwood,  Mint,  Mugwort,  Bafard 
Baum,  ( Melijfophyllon )  Betony,  St.  Johns 
Wort,  and  the  leffer  Centory,  each  equal 
parts.  All  thefe  were  to  be  gathered 
every  year,  when  in  full  vigour,  and 
dried  betwixt  papers  carefully,  fo  as 
neither  to  wither  too  much,  nor  to 
contract  mouldinels.  Or  all  thele  pow¬ 
dered,  half  a  drachm,  with  double  the 
quantity  of  fugar,  was  to  be  given  every 

morning  fading,  eating  nothing  al¬ 
ter 
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ter  it  for  three  hours,  in  wine,  cyder, 
broth,  butter,  or  honey.  A  drachm  and 
a  half,  or  two  drachms,  he  thinks  fuffi- 
cient  to  cure  either  man  or  beaft,  how¬ 
ever  cruelly  bit.  But  he  thinks  it  not 
amifs  to  give  three  or  four,  efpecially  if 
the  wound  has  been  received  for  fome 
time,  or  the  Hydrophobia  is  come  on  j  for 
even  in  this  cafe  he  fays  it  will  perform 
a  cure. 

He,  further,  advifes  to  foment  the 
wound  with  wine,  or  hydromel,  in  which 
half  a  drachm  of  this  powder  is  put. 
This,  he  confefles,  he  had  from  the  in¬ 
inventor,  Jacobus  Sylvanus ,  Lord  of 
PeyrGii . 

As  I  have  no  experience  of  this  re¬ 
medy,  I  can  only  fay,  that  I  hope  he 
did  not,  like  Scribonius  Largus ,  purchafe 
it  at  a  large  price  ;  for  I  believe  it  worth 
nothing  ;  and  I  have  the  pleafure  to  find 
Van  Swicten  of  the  fame  opinion. 


Upon 
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t  *  ■  X, 

Upon  the  confternation  the  town  wa$ 
in  fome  weeks  ago,  on  account  of  the 
frequency  of  mad  dogs,  in  order  to  calm 
the  minds  of  thofe  who  either  had  been, 
or  might  be,  bit,  I  published  in  fome  of 
the  papers  an  abftraft  of  my  method  of 
cure.  Soon  after  this  I  received  a  letter 
without  a  name,  giving  an  account  of  a 
remedy,  which,  he  fays,  was  found  in  a 
church  fome  where  in  Lincolnjhire ;  where 
it  had  been  regiftered,  on  account  of 
having  preferved  almoft  all  the  pariflh 
from  Canine  Madnefs,  after  bites  re¬ 
ceived  from  mad  dogs ;  and  requefted 
that  I  would  publifh  it  in  the  public 
papers. 

I  do  not  queftion  the  good  intentions 
of  the  author,  whoever  he  was ;  but  it 
was  no  compliment  to  me,  to  fuppofe  I 
was  ignorant  of  the  Pewter  Medicine ,  as 
it  is  commonly  called,  which  was  many 
years  ago  printed  in  the  Phtlofophical 

Tran- 

-t,  -v  .  * 
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j Tranfatfions,  I  think  from  Sir  Theodore 
May  erne,  or  Grew ;  for  this  was  the  re¬ 
medy  he  informed  me  of,  at  leaft,  one 
much  the  fame. 

With  refpedt  to  this  prefervative,  I 
have  known  it  experienced  fome  hun¬ 
dreds  of  times  upon  brutes ;  and  not  un- 
frequently  upon  men.  The  event  has 
been,  that  when  it  was  trufted  to  alone, 
at  leaft  one  half  of  the  patients  have 
contracted  the  Canine  Madnefs,  and  died; 
whilft  others,  under  the  fame  circurri- 
ftances,  have  efcaped.  Hence  I  think  it 
reafonable  to  conclude,  that  it  is  not  to¬ 
tally  deftitute  of  efficacy ;  but  that  it  is 
not  poffefled  of  any  virtues  that  can  rea¬ 
sonably  be  depended  on. 

It  ft  and  s  thus  in  the  Philofophical 
‘FrdnfizBions . 

Take  leaves  of  rue,  picked  from  the 
ftalks  and  bruifed,  fix  ounces ;  of  London 

treacle. 
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treacle,  (or,  which  is  better,  Venice 
treacle)  garlic,  pilled  and  bruifed,  and 
fine  filings  of  tin,  each  four  ounces ;  put 
them  into  two  quarts  of  canary,  or  good 
white  wine ;  or,  in  cafe  of  a  nice  confu¬ 
tation,  into  the  fame  quantity  of  ftrong 
and  well-worked  ale,  in  an  earthen  veffel 
well  flopped.  Then  let  there  be  made  a 
digeflion,  or  gentle  boiling  thereof,  in  a 
bath  heat,  for  forae  hours,  {hutting  in  the 
Ream.  Then  prefs  it,  and  flrain  it. 
The  dofe  is  two  or  three  ounces,  (and  in 
feme  perfons  more),  to  be  taken  every 
morning  for  nine  days*  The  party  bit¬ 
ten  muft  faft  for  three  hours  after  it ; 
and  the  dregs  that  remain  after  expreflion 
muft  be  bound  upon  the  wound  received, 
renewing  it  every  twenty-four  hours. 

N.  B.  That  the  ninth  day  after  the 
bite  muft  not  be  let  flip,  before  this 
medicine  be  taken,  left  the  poifon  feize 
the  blood  too  ftrongly.  It  muft  be  given 
cold,  or  at  leaf!:  only  a  little  aired.  A 

double 
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double  quantity  may  be  given  to  a  beaft 
foon  after  the  bite. 

Pliny  tells  a  ftory  of  a  woman  who 
was  directed  in  a  dream  to  fend  her  fon, 
then  a  foldier  in  Spain ,  the  root  of  the 
Dog-rofe,  called  Cynorrhodon ,  to  take. 
She  accordingly  wrote  to  him ;  he  re¬ 
ceived  the  letter  juft  as  he  began  to  dread 
water,  having  fome  time  before  been  bit 
by  a  mad  dog  :  he  obeyed,  took  the  re¬ 
medy,  and  was  cured. 

*  t  * 

/ 

As  I  have  never  known  this  experien¬ 
ced,  nor  ever  heard  of  its  being  ufed,  I 
can  give  no  opinion  of  it.  But  the  ridi¬ 
culous  tale  above  related,  does  not  feem 
to  promife  any  great  efficacy. 

I  must  not  omit  taking  notice  of  the 
celebrated  remedy  patronized  by  the  late 
Dr.  Mead \  who,  in  the  laft  edition  of  his 
Mechanical  Account  of  Poifonsy  fays,  that 
‘  He  can  fafely  affirm,  that  he  has  never 
*  known  this  remedy  to  fail  of  fuccefs, 

4  whether 
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£  whether  any  outward  application  wa«? 

*  ufed,  or  not,  where  it  has  been  followed 

r  * 

*  before  the  Hydrophobia  came  on ;  altho 
«  in  the  courfe  of  thirty  years  practice  he 
4  had  ufed  it  a  thoufand  times/ 

His  own  acount  of  it  is  as  follows*' 

6  Let  the  patient  be  blooded  at  the 
s  arm,  to  nine  or  ten  ounces.  Take  of  the 
c  herb  called  in  Latin ,  Lichen  cinereus  ter - 
4  reftris ,  in  Englijlj?  Hfo-coloured  ground 
4  Liverwort ,  cleaned,  dried,  and  pow- 
‘  dered,  half  an  ounce  ;  of  black  pepper 
4  powdered,  two  drachms.  Mix  thefe 
4  well  together,  and  divide  the  powder 
*  into  four  dofes  ;  one  of  which  mud  be 
‘  taken  every  morning  fuccedively,  in 
‘  half  a  pint  of  cow’s  milk  warm.  After 
4  thefe  four  dofes  arc  taken,  the  patient 
4  mud  go  into  the  cold  bath,  or  a  cold 
4  fpring,  or  river,  every  morning  fading, 
4  for  a  month.  He  mud  be  dipped  all 
4  over,  but  not  day  in  (with  his  head 
4  above  water)  longer  than  half  a  minute* 

i  /  C* 
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1  if  the  water  be  very  cold.  After  this 
1  he  mull  go  in  three  times  a  week  for  a 
‘  fortnight  longer. 

*  This  powder  was  firft  publifhed  ill 
£  the  Philofophical  LranfaSiions,  from  Mr. 
4  D ampler,  in  whofe  family  it  had  been 
‘  kept  as  a  fecret  many  years  and  in  the 
‘  year  1721  it  was,  at  my  delire,  put  into 
‘  the  P bar  mac  op.  Land,  by  the  name  of 
‘  Pulvis  Antilyjfus.  I  afterwards  made 
4  this  alteration  only  of  putting  two  parts 
•  of  Lichen  to  one  of  pepper,  inftead  of 
4  equal  parts,  becaufe  I  thought  it  too 
4  hot ;  and  whereas  but  two  or  three 
4  aofes  of  it  were  formerly  given,  I  re- 
4  peated  it  four  days. 

4  The  Lichen  is  a  warm  diuretic ;  the 
pepper  is  added,  I  fuppofe,  to  make  it 
4  more  agreeable  to  the  flomach  ;  for  it 
4  is  diftafteful  and  naufeousd 

W  e  are  told,  that  Sir  Robert  Southwell, 
at  the  requeft  of  Mr.  Hans  Shane ,  procu- 

Q  red 
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red  the  receipt  of  this  medicine  from 
Captain  D ampler,  who  called  the  plant 
a  kind  of  *Jew  s  Ear  >  but  Sir  Hans 
Sloane  corrected  this  error.  It  ufed  to 
be  known  by  the  name  of  Lichen  cinereus 
terrejlrts,  Alb-coloured  Giound  Liver~ 
wort  y  but  Ddlemus  has  new  chnftened 
itj  and  called  i  [Lichenoides  d tt?  it  a  t  uni  y  ci~ 
nereurn,  Laciucce  folus  Jinnojis y  and  na^? 
very  properly  placed  it  amongft  the 

moffes. 

Boerhaave,  and  his  commentator.  Van 
S  we  ten,  feem  to  think  that  no  dependance 
can  he  had  on  this  prefervative.  The 
laft  doubts  whether  more  is  not  owing  to 
the  pepper,  or  the  batning,  than  to  the 
Apr-coloured  Ground  Liverwort ;  and  af¬ 
firms,  that  there  are  inftances  which 
prove,  that  an  Hydrophobia  has  fucceeded 
after  the  ufe  of  this  remedy  ;  one  of 
„  which  he  quotes  from  the  Medical  Ef- 
Jays,  of  a  boy  bit  by  a  mad  dog  in  the 
'  thumb,  who  took,  night  and  morning, 
for  forty  days,  a  drachm  of  this  Pulvis 

Antilyjfus 
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Antilyjjus  ;  was  plunged  ten  times  in  the 
fea  ;  was  afterwards  cut  for  the  ftone, 
and  yet  at  the  end  of  nineteen  months, 
died  of  an  Hydrophobia. 

As  it  will  be  expended,  that  I  give  my 
fentiments  upon  this,  I  fhall  do  it  with¬ 
out  referve. 

In  the  treatife  I  publifhed  in  the  year 
1741,  on  the  bite  of  a  mad  dog,  I  recom¬ 
mended  this  prefervative,  on  the  authori¬ 
ty  of  Dr.  Mead,  having  at  that  time  had 
very  little  experience  of  it  myfelf.  But 
I  foon  after  learned,  from  undoubted  au¬ 
thority,  that  it  had  been  given  without 
fuccefs  to  a  great  number  of  people  and 
animals,  in  many  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

I  was  told,  in  particular,  the  names  of 
four,  which  I  do  not  at  this  diftance  of 
time  recoiled:.  But  one  lived  in  the 
Tower,  another  in  Smithjield,  the  third  at 
Northampton,  and  the  fourth  at  Bury  St. 
Edmunds,  to  the  beft  of  my  remembrance. 

CL* 
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But,  be  tides  the  inftances  upon  re¬ 
cord,  every  fummer  fumhhes  frefh  ex¬ 
amples,  which  prove  this  celebrated  me¬ 
dicine  not  infallible.  At  the  fame  time, 

I  have  known  it  exhibited  to  many,  who 
have  never  fince  experienced  any  one 
fymptom  of  the  Canine  iVladnefs  j  info- 
much,  that  I  may  fay  of  this,  as  I  did  of 
the  pewter  medicine ,  that  though  I  have 
preat  reafon  to  think  it  not  deflitute  of 
virtues,  yet  it  is  poiTeffed  ox  none  thac 
can  be  fafely  depended  upon. 

There  is  another  remedy,  much  ce¬ 
lebrated  in  the  north  of  England ,  for 
preventing  the  Canine  Madnefs.  It  is 
prepared  and  diipoied  of  by  a  gentleman 
of  fome  rank  in  Lancajhire.  I  have 
heard  it  fpoken  very  well  of  by  fome  that 
have  ufed  it  for  their  hounds  >  who  alfo 
tell  me,  it  fucceeds  very  well  in  the  hu¬ 
man  fpecies.  But  as  I  have  never  feen 
it  tried,  I  can  give  no  opinion  of  it  from 
my  own  experience,  I  do  not,  however. 
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find,  that  it  is  pretended  to  cure  the  di- 
forder  after  the  fymptoms  appear. 

It  would  fwell  this  volume  to  an  enor¬ 
mous  bulk,  was  I  to  take  notice  of  all 
the  fpecifics,  and  injudicious  Antidotes 
and  Theriacas ,  which  have  in  their  turns 
acquired  fome  reputation  for  preventing 
the  Canine  Madnefs  ;  amongft  which, 
the  liver  of  the  mad  dog  is  not  the  lead 
ridiculous.  I  believe  few,  or  none,  have 
the  lead:  efficacy  ;  but  the  foundation  of 
their  reputation  feems  to  be  this. 

Perhaps,  out  of  twenty  people  re¬ 
ported  to  have  been  bit  by  mad  dogs,  the 
fadt  is  not  true  with  refpedl  to  two.  For 
many  receive  a  bite  from  a  ftrange  dog, 
in  confequonce  of  their  own  folly  and 
impertinence,  which  I  think  every  one 
guilty  of,  that  teazes  a  dog,  or  endea¬ 
vours  to  fright  him  wantonly  ;  and  on 
thefe  occafions,  the  confequence  of  the 
aggreffor’s  imprudence  is  afcribed  to  the 
npidnefs  of  the  dog,  who  immediately 

0^3  runs 
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runs  away*  and  is  heard  of  no  more*  or 
is  killed,  and  is  concluded  to  be  mad, 
though  perhaps  more  rational  than  the 
fool  that  provoked  him.  Then  fome 
fpecific  is  adminiftered  3  the  perfon  con¬ 
tinues  well  y  and  the  remedy  acquires  the 
reputation  of  having  cured  a  diftemper 
that  never  exifted  in  that  fubjedl ;  or  of 
preventing  one*  that  could  never  he  ex¬ 
cited  by  that  caufe. 

Besides,  domeftic,  or  fporting  dogs, 
are  not  unfrequently  fore,  in  confequence 
of  fome  wound,  bruife,  or  injury,  which 
remains  covered  by  the-  hair,  unnoticed 
by  the  matter,  or  the  family  ;  or  they 
may  be  griped,  or  in  pain  from  fome  in¬ 
ternal  diforder,  not  in  the  leaft  tending 
towards  madnefs.  And  in  all  theie  caies, 
if  the  miferable  animal  is,  by  handling, 
or  any  other  way  hurt,  it  is  natural  tor 
him  to  bite.  Upon  thefe  occaiions,  the 
poor  creature  is  precipitately  put  to  death, 
upon  a  fuppofition  that  he  is  mad  5  and 
the  injuring  party  (I  will  not  fav  injured) 

im- 
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immediately  applies  feme  fpecific,  or  an¬ 
tidote,  which  acquires  the  credit  of  hav¬ 
ing  prevented  a  difeafe,  of  which  there 
never  was  the  lead;  danger. 

Some  few  years  ago  I  walked  with  a 
gentleman  towards  Highgate ,  by  the  way 
of  Primrofe  Hill ;  a  fpaniel  bitch  followed 
him,  from  whom  her  puppies  had  been 
lately  taken.  Before  we  got  half  a  mile, 
the  creature  fell  into  a  ftrange  convulfive 
diforder,  in  which  fhe  continued  for  fome 
minutes ;  then  got  up,  ran  about  wildly, 
with  great  ligns  of  ftupidity,  and  at  laft 
followed  us  clofe,  not  without  remaining 
ligns  of  great  diforder.  The  mailer  de¬ 
termined  to  kill  her  inftantly,  fuppoiing 
her  mad,  but  I  begged  her  life,  as  I 
thought  otherwife. 

In  the  purfuit  of  our  journey  thefe  fits 
frequently  returned,  till  at  laft  fhe  ran 
away  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  fat  upon  the 
top  of  a  f  ence  of  earth,  with  great  marks 
of  ftupidity  and  confulion  j  and  it  was 

Q_4  with 
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with  much  difficulty,  and  after  a  long 
time,  that  we  could  perfuade  her  to 
come  back  3  which  at  laft  ffie  did  very 
aukwardly,  and  not  feeming  to  know  her 
mafter.  Some  haymakers  happened  to 
be  in  the  fame  field,  one  of  whom  I  per- 
fuaded  to  put  the  iron  of  his  fork  betwixt 
her  neck  and  a  leather  collar  ffie  had  on  ; 
and  by  this  means  he  lifted  her  up,  and 
plunged  her,  as  I  defired,  into  an  adjacent 
pond.  After  fwimming  to  land,  ffie  foon 
recovered  her  ftrength,  fpirit  and  under- 
ftanding,  and  followed  us  home.  I  never 

.  ..  ,  j 

heard  of  her  having  a  fit  of  this  kind  af¬ 
terwards  ;  but  as  her  mafter  foon  took 
her  into  the  country,  I  am  not  certain, 
whether  ffie  ever  relapfed,  or  not. 

Now  if  this  poor  diftreffed  animal  had 
bit  either  her  mafter  or  me,  of  which 
we  were  in  fome  danger,  and  had  been 
immediately  facrificed  to  our  fears,  or 
folly,  we  fhould  have  concluded  her  cer¬ 
tainly  mad  j  and  the  antidote  we  had 
taken,  or  the  method  we  had  p.urfued* 

would 
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would,  without  doubt,  have  undefervedlv 
gained  the  reputation  of  preventing  in  us 
the  Canine  Madnefs. 

A  fpaniel,  about  ten  months  old,  at 
this  time  in  the  room  with  me,  had, 
when  about  five  months  old,  fits,  attend¬ 
ed  with  ftrong  convulfions,  great  agonies, 
and  a  fubfequent  flupidity  for  fome  time. 
I  directed  my  fervants  to  plunge  him  into 
cold  water,  and  dip  him  over  head  for 
three  or  four  times,  for  not  more  than 
two  or  three  Seconds,  the  moment  he  was 
feized  with  the  next  fit.  My  orders  were 
obeyed,  upon  his  being  feized  in  the  fame 
manner  a  very  few  days  after;  and  he 
has  never  ha4  the  leaft  degree  of  the  dis¬ 
order  linee. 

These  cafes,  though  only  dogs  were 
concerned,  a  fpecies  of  animals,  however, 
whofe  good  qualities  and  ufes  recommend 
them  to  protection,  efteem,  and  tender- 
nefs,  are  of  the  more  importance,  as  they 
fhew  the  imprudence  of  deftroying  a  dog 

pre> 
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precipitately,  upon  a  fuppofition  of  his 
being  mad.  It  will,  further,  teach  the 
fporifmen  how  to  cure  their  dogs,  fome 
of  which  are  of  great  value,  of  the  fame 
kind  of  diforders,  which  are  very  fre¬ 
quent.  And  they  may  be  allured,  that  I 
have  known  both  dogs,  and  tame  foxes 
frequently  cured  by  immerlion  in  cold 
water,  during  the  fit. 

Lastly,  it  may  ferve  to  corroborate 
the  proofs  we  already  have,  of  the  great 
efficacy  of  cold  bathing  in  general  ;  of 
which  I  am  jollified  in  faying,  that  I  have 
the  higheft  opinion,  as  a  prefervative 
again  ft  Canine  Madnefs.  And  though'  I 
have  taken  the  liberty  to  be  pretty  free  in 
remarking  fome  things  that  I  thought  er¬ 
roneous,  in  Mead1  s  account  of  the  bite  of 
a  mad  dog,  yet  I  would  by  no  means  de¬ 
prive  him  of  the  merit  of  having  recom¬ 
mended  frequent  immerlion s  in  cold  wa¬ 
ter.  And,  perhaps,  the  fuccefs  afcribed 
to  the  Puhis  AnUlyJjus  (A  hi -coloured 

Ground 
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Ground  Liverwort,  and  pepper)  may  be 
more  juftly  attributed  to  cold  bathing. 

I  will  not  pretend  to  determine  how 
much  more  effedtual  bathing  in  the  fea 
may  be,  than  in  cold  frefti  water.  It  is 
pertain,  that  many  that  have  been  almoft 
drowned  in  the  fea,  have  foon  after  died 
of  the  Hydrophobia ;  and  I  knew  a  gen¬ 
tleman  who  took  thirty  couple  of  fox¬ 
hounds  to  the  fea,  and  had  them  dipped 
with  all  manner  of  caution  ;  notwith- 
ftanding  which,  he  loft  feveral  hounds 
every  day  he  took  out  the  pack,  till  more 
effedtual  means  were  ufed. 

But  I  have  known  an  inftance  of  fuc- 
cefs  from  bathing  in  fait  water.  Twn> 
large  pointers  were  undoubtedly  bit  by  a 
mad  doe.  Their  mafter  diflblved  as 
much  common  fait  in  a  tub  of  water  as 
it  would  take  up.  The  dogs  were  im- 
merfed  in  it  feveral  times,  till  almoft 
drowned.  They  never  were  mad  after 

this 
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this  difcipline,  which  they  underwent  the 
day  after  the  bite,  as  I  remember. 

As  to  Opium,  and  its  preparations, 
I  have  never  given  any  in  dofes  large 
enough  to  be  depended  upon,  as  not  be¬ 
lieving  it  poffefled  of  any  fpecific  virtues 
in  this  cafe  ;  or  any  which  have  the  lead; 
tendency,  either  to  prevent  or  cure  Canine 
Madnefs,  Yet  I  am  of  opinion,  that  they 
may  be  ufed  with  fome  advantage,  when 
the  diftemper  is  actually  prefect,  as  they 
may  poffibly  moderate  the  fymptoms, 

•  j 

whilft  mote  powerful  agents  perform  the 
cure  ;  I  mean  Mercurials.  This,  howe¬ 
ver,  I  fpeak  from  theory,  the  precarious 
fobterfuge  of  ignorance  and  inexperience. 

There  is  a  very  extraordinary  prefer- 
vative  againft  the  Canine  Madnefs,  which 
though  unknown  in  England,  is  believed 
effectual  by  perhaps  nine  tenths  of  the 
SpaniJJj  nation.  And  this,  as  moft  ridi¬ 
culous,  I  mention,  to  fhew  how  eafily 
popular  error  is  countenanced  by  popular 

faith  j 
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faith;  and  with  what  facility  methods 
of  no  efficacy  may  acquire  unmerited 
repute. 

There  is  in  Spain  a  fet  of  fellows* 
that  are  called  Saludadores ,  who  pretend 
to  cure  diftempers  por  Enfalmos ,  by  a  fort 
of  incantation.  It  is  pretended  that  they 
put  to  flight  a  mad  dog,  or  even  kill  him, 
by  looking  earneftly  at  him ;  and  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  confequences  of  a  bite,  by  blow¬ 
ing  forcibly  upon  the  perfon  that  re¬ 
ceived  it.  They  are  faid  to  have  the  fi¬ 
gure  of  a  crofs  behind  the  tongue,  and  the 
refemblance  of  St.  Catharines  wheel  in 
the  roofs  of  their  mouths  ;  by  the  firft, 
meaning  the  Uvula,  and  Velum  Pendulum 
Palati ;  and  by  the  fecond  certain  natural 
furrows  in  the  palate,  which  may  bear 
fome  very  remote  refemblance  to  the 
fpokes  of  a  wheel.  They  are  all  great 

drunkards,  and  pretend,  that  wine  not 
only  enables  them  to  blow  more  forcibly, 

but  alfo  increafes  the  virtue  of  the  blaft. 
By  this  Fourbery  they  get  a  comfortable 

fub- 
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fubfiftence,  being  all  poor,  and  of  the 
lowed;  clafs. 

The  credit  given  to  thefe  fellows  would 
be  more  furpriling,  if  in  all  nations,  and 
all  ages,  impofitions  equally  ridiculous 
had  not  been  fupported  by  popular  cre¬ 
dulity.  When  the  Roman  empire  was  at 
its  fummit  of  glory,  the  Hirpice,  certain 
families  amongft  the  Falifci,  a  people  of 
Etruria,  pretended  to  walk  barefoot  on 
burning  coals,  at  the  annual  facrifice  at 
the  temple  of  Apollo,  upon  Mount  SoraBe. 
And  they  were  encouraged  in  this  non- 
fenfical  extravagance  by  the  wife  Romans, 
who  exempted  them,  on  this  account, 
from  military  fervice,  and  granted  them 
other  privileges. 

Of  this  we  are  informed  by  Piiny, 
and  Virgil  alludes  to  it  in  the  prayer  of 
Aims  to  Apollo,  when  he  wanted  to  de¬ 
mo!  ilh  poor  Camilla, 


Lit  mine 
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Summe  Deurn,  fandli  cnjlos  foraciis  Apollo 
dpuem  primi  colimus,  cui  pineus  ardor  acervo 
Pafcitur ,  et  medium ,  freti  pie  t  ate ,  per  ignem 
Cult  ores  mult  a  premiums  Vejligia  pruna. 

Virgil.  JEn.  XL 

The  deiigns  of  knaves,  the  miftakes 
of  fools,  and  mifreprefented  accidents  of 
both,  or  either,  have  too  frequently 
duped  the  ingenuous  and  undefigning  into 
a  belief  of  improbabilities,  nearly  bor¬ 
dering  upon  miracles  ;  and  perhaps  few 
plaufibly  calculated  tales  have  been  fo 
ridiculous,  as  not  to  have  impofed  upon, 
at  one  time  or  another,  whole  communi¬ 
ties  and  nations.  And  I  wifh  our  own 
did  not  afford  fo  many  infhnces  of  this 
extravagant  credulity. 

k 

It  is  not  thirty  years  frnce  the  laws 
againft  witchcraft  were  repealed  ;  and  we 
have  ftill  fome  notions  in  phyfic  nearly 
allied  to  magic.  The  race  of  Warlocks  in 
Scotland  is  not  yet  extindt ;  and  at  this 

day 
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day  the  fecond  fight  is  fpoke  of  as  no  chi- 
maera*  by  many  well-meaning  people. 

i 

In  Naples  St .  Januarius' s  blood  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  liquify  every  year ;  and  fome 
few  in  that  kingdom  may  kill  believe 
the  fabulous  accounts  of  the  Tarantula 
though  I  think  very  few  of  fenfe  and 
learning  confider  it  otherwife  than  a&  a 
vulgar  error. 

The  ftory  is  too  well  known  to  re¬ 
quire  a  detail  of  it  in  this  place  ;  though 
as  this  may  fall  into  the  hands  of  fome* 
unacquainted  with  its  hiftory,  it  is  briefly 
this. 

The  Tarantula,  it  is  laid,  is  a  laree 

o 

fpider  not  unfrequent  in  the  diftridt  of 
‘ Taranto ,  a  town  fituated  on  the  gulph 
which  bears  its  name  in  the  fouthermoft 
part  of  Italy.  This  fpider  is  by  fame 
fabled  to  excite  a  very  odd  diftemper,  by 
biting  people  in  the  hotted;  part  of  the 
ilimmer,  which  can  only  be  cured  by  mufic. 

What 
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What  made  me  doubt  the  truth  of 
this  ftrange  tale  originally  was,  that  Pliny 
who  lived  not  a  great  way  from  this 
country,  and  who  ranfacked  the  whole 
world  for  liories,  true  or  falfe,  to  embel- 
li£h  his  natural  hiftory,  fpeaks  not  one 
ly liable  of  the  ‘Tarantula.  The  very  word 
is  not  claffical  ;  hence,  probably,  the 
thing  it  imports  was  as  little  heard  of  as 

its  name.  Undoubtedly,  if  it  had  exifted 

/ 

in  the  time  of  Pliny,  it  would  not  have 
efcaped  his  refearches.  If  it  fhould  be 
intimated,  that  they  have  bred  there 
fince,  or  been  imported,  I  fhould  afk 
how  ?  or  from  whence  ? 

But  a  gentleman  of  honour  many 
years  ago  fatisfied  my  doubts  fully,  by 
affuring  me,  that  he  refided  nine  months 
at  Par  ant  0,  fome  of  which  happened  to 
be  thofe  in  which  the  bite  of  thefe  fpi- 
ders  are  reported  to  be  mod:  frequent  and 
noxious ;  that  on  the  mold  diligent  en¬ 
quiry,  he  could  never  find  any  one  that 

R  had 
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had  been  bit  by,  or  contracted  any  dw 
ftemper  from,  a  ‘ ''Tarantula  ,  that  he  had, 
at  a  coniidefabie  expence,  employed  peo¬ 
ple  to  fearcli  after  this  infect  in  the  fields, 
and  catch  them  ;  that  they  brought  him 
large  fpiders,  without  being  able  to  tell 
him  whether  they  were  Tarantulas ,  or 
not  ;  that  no  phyfician  at  Taranto ,  or  its 
diftrict,  had  ever  feen  either  one  of 
them,  or  a  diftemper  excited  by  the  bite  ; 
nor  had  ever  known  that  diftemper,  or 
any  other,  cured  by  muftc  ;  that  all  they 
knew  of  it  was  from  tradition,  of  which 
they  did  not  believe  one  fv liable  j  and 
that  the  phyfician  of  the  moll  eminence 
in  the  diftriCt  told  him,  the  country  peo^ 
pie  in  harveft  time  frequently  contracted 
a  diftemper,  attended  with  very  extraor¬ 
dinary  fymptoms,  which  the  vulgar  feme- 
times  attributed  to  the  bite  of  a  Tarantula ; 
but,  in  his  opinion,  erroneoufly,  and  with¬ 
out  the  Jeaft  foundation. 

Another  gentleman  of  the  higheft 
veracity,  and  upon  whofe  report  I  can 

depend. 
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depend,  tells  me,  that  when  he  redded 
at  Naples ,  being  at  the  meetings  of  cer¬ 
tain  gentlemen  of  learning  and  fafhion, 
who  had  formed  themfelves  into  a  focle-^ 
ty,  his  information  from  them  pretty 
nearly  correfponded  with  what  I  have 
juft  related.’ 

Agreeable  to  this  is  the  account 
given  us  by  Dr.  Thomas  Cornelio ,  in  the 
P hilofophkal  Tranfadlions .  Abridgment 9 
Voh  III.  p/282,  286. 

*  ,  :  ’  ”  1 

f  A  judicious  perfon,'-  fays  he,  related 
‘  to  me,  that  being  in  the  country  of 

*  Otranto ,  where  the  Tarantulas  are  found 

*  in  great  numbers,  there  was  a  man, 
c  who  thinking  himfelf  ftung  by  one  of 
<  them,  fhewed  in  his  neck  a  fmall  fpeek, 

*  about  which,  in  a  very  fhort  time,  there 
‘  arofe  fome  pimples,  full  of  a  ferous  hu- 
‘  mour ;  and  that,  in  a  few  hours  after, 

*  that  poor  man  was  forely  afflicted  with 

*  very  violent  fymptoms,  as  Syncopes, 
very  great  agitations,  giddinefs  of  the 

R  2  head 
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f  head,  and  vomit ;  but  that  without  any 

*  inclination  at  all  to  dance,  and  without 

*  all  delire  of  having  any  mufical  inftru- 

*  ment,  he  miferably  died  within  two 

*  days. 

*  The  fame  perfon  affirmed  to  me, 
4  that  all  thofe  who  think  themfelves 
4  bitten  by  tarantulas  y  (except  fuch  as, 
‘  for  fome  ends,  feign  themfelves  to  be 
€  fo)  are  for  the  mod  part  young  wanton 

*  girls  (whom  the  Italian  writers  call 
€  Dola  di  fale)  who,  by  fome  particular 

*  indifpofition,  falling  into  this  melan- 

*  choly  madnefs,  perfuade  themfelves,  ac- 

*  cording  to  the  vulgar  prejudice,  to  have 

*  been  flung  by  a  T wantula ;  and  I  re- 

*  member  to  have  obferved  in  Calabria 
lb  me  women,  who,  feized  on  by  fome 

*  fuch  accidents,  were  counted  (according 
to  the  common  belief  of  that  province) 

‘  to  be  poffeffed  with  the  devih 

*  This  brings  to  my  mind  a  terrible 

*  evil,  which  often  enough  is  obferved  in 

6  Calabria, , 
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*  Calabria,  and  is  called,  in  their  lan- 
€  guage,  Coccio  Maligno .  It  arifeth  on 
4  the  furface  of  the  body,  in  the  form  of 
‘  a  fmall  fpeck,  of  the  bignefs  of  a  lupin. 

€  It  caufeth  fome  pain,  and  if  it  grow  not  r 

*  foon  red  thereupon,  it  in  a  very  fhort 
4  time  certainly  lulls. 


*  It  is  the  common  opinion  of  thofe 
6  people,  that  fuch  a  diftemper  befals 
c  thofe  only  that  have  eaten  fieih  of  ani- 

*  mals  dead  of  themfelves ;  which  opi- 
f  nion  I  can,  from  experience,  affirm  to 
€  be  falfe.  So  it  frequently  falls  out,  that 
€  of  many  ftrange  effedis  we  daily  meet 
€  with,  the  true  caufe  not  being  known, 
‘  fuch  an  one  is  affigned,  which  is  ground- 

*  ed  upon  fome  vulgar  prejudice  and  of 
‘  this  kind  I  efteem  to  be  the  vulgar  be- 

*  lief  of  the  caufe  of  that  diftemper, 

*  which  appears  in  thofe  that  think  them- 

*  felves  ftung  by  Tarantulas / 


A  modern  author,  for  whofe  writings 
and  character  I  have  the  higheft  venera- 

R  3  tion. 
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tion,  feems,  therefore  to  have  deceived 
himfelf  and  others,  when,  in  order  to  ren-* 
der  the  exiftence  of  Tarantulas  probable, 
he  avails  himfelf  of  arguments,  which 
would  be  equally  in  favour  of  witchcraft, 
the  SaludadoreS)  or  any  other  popular  de-, 
Julian, 

Speaking  of  the  poor  people,  who 
pretend  to  be  affedted  by  the  bite  of  this 
fpider,  in  order  to  extort  alms,  he  fays, 
*  However,  though  there  are  here  many 
f  deceits  and  impoftures,  yet  thefe,  I 

think,  are  an  evidence  to  prove  the 
c  point,  fince  it  cannot  be  fuppofed,  that 
i  a  difeafe  would  be  counterfeited,  that 
f  never  any  foundation  in  nature/ 

This  is  not  quite  fo  ftrong  as  the  ar¬ 
gument  Nelfon,  in  his  Juftice  of  Peace, 
makes  uie  of,  to  prove  the  exiftence  of 
wi  tones.  If  there  were  no  witches ,  there 
would  not  have  been  any  laws  againjl  them , 
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Innumerable  are  the  Inflances  of  people, 
who  have,  by  various  artful  impoPcures, 
endeavoured  to  make  the  country  where 
they  refided  believe  them  bewitched ; 
either  with  an  intention  of  cheating 
compaffionate  people  out  of  money ;  or 
with  a  worfe  defign,  that  of  being  re¬ 
venged  on  fome  poor  peevifh  old  woman, 
that  had  offendeded  them.  But  this 
would  be  a  very  bad  argument  to  prove 
the  reality  of  witchcraft  ;  becaufe  it  may 
be  fuppofed,  and  even  afcertained,  that 
this  affedlion  may  be  counterfeited,  thd 
it  never  had  any  foundation  in  nature , 

The  fame  author*  as  an  evidence  of 
the  real  exigence  of  the  ^Tarantula ,  brings 
the  authority  of  Baglivi,  a  phyfician  of 
Rome ,  who  wrote  a  long  differtation  on 
this  fubjeS  ;  and  of  Ludovicus  Valet t a,  a 
Celefiine  Monk  of  Apulia ,  who  wrote  a 
treatife  on  this  fpider,  printed  at  Naples 
In  1706,  in  whicji  he  not  only  anfwers 
the  objections  of  thofe  who  deny  the 

R.  4  whole 
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whole  thing,  but  gives,  from  his  own 
knowledge,  feveral  inftances  of  perfons 
who  had  fuffered  in  this  way. 

By  the  fame  arguments  Ludovicus  Va- 
letta,  had  he  wrote  upon  magic,  might 
have  proved  the  common  practice  of 
witchcraft  in  Great  Britain.  He  might 
have  faid,  that  the  Reverend  Mr.  Glanvil, 
a  chaplain  to  tne  icing,  wrote  a  book  upon 
witches,  publiihed  at  London ,  in  1681,  in 
which  he  not  only  anfwers  the  objections 
of  thofe  who  deny  the  whole  thing,  but 
gives,  from  his  own  knowledge,  authentic 
inftances  of  perfons  who  had  fuffered  in 
this  way ;  that  Sinclair,  a  profeffor  at  a 
Britijh  univerfity,  publiihed  a  treatife  on 
the  fame  fubjeCt,  with  the  fame  view ; 
and  that  King  "James  the  firft  of  England 
not  only  wrote,  but  publiihed  a  book, 

tending  to  prove  the  reality  of  witchcraft. 

% 

Cotton  Mather,  a  furious  Calvinift  in 
America,  wrote  a  treatife  againft  tobacco, 
one  of  tne  principal  commodities  of  that 


new 
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new  world  ;  and  publifhed  two  volumes 
in  folio  of  the  trials  of  unhappy  people 
burnt  for  witchcraft. 

But  all  this  may  as  well  prove,  that 
thefe  authors  were  miftaken,  or  rniliepre- 
fented  fadts,  as  that  the  flories  they  relate 
were  true. 

Glanvil  relates  a  very  remarkable 
hiilory  of  the  daughter  of  a  Widow  Stiff 
of  JVelton  near  Dav  entry,  in  Northamp - 
tonjhire ,  that  was  bewitched  in  a  very  ex¬ 
traordinary  manner,  p.  263,  of  the  edi¬ 
tion  above  quoted.  He  mentions  one 
Mr.  Robert  Clark ,  (a  frnall  orthographi¬ 
cal  error  for  Clerke )  as  a  kind  of  evidence 
of  the  truth  of  this  bewitchery,  who,  he 
fays,  was  hat  (hit)  with  ftones  at  the 
houfe. 


The  town  of  Welton  I  know  bettef 
than  I  do  Bruton-Jlreet ,  where  I  now 
live  •,  and  Mr.  Robert  Clerke ,  here  meant, 
was  my  mother’s  father,  who  reiided  at  a 

village. 
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village,  at  the  diftance  of  about  tw© 
miles.  The  truth  of  the  fadt  is  litterally 
thus. 


A  great  clamour  was  made  in  the 
country  about  this  girl,  who  was  faid, 
arid  believed  to  b.e  bewitched.  My 
grandfather  took  a  great  deal  of  pains  to 
come  at  the  bottom  of  the  impofture, 
and  aceompliflied  it ;  upon  which,  as  a 
juftice  of  the  peace  for  the  county,  he 
committed  the  girl,  and  all  the  family* 

to  the  houfe  of  correction, 

-  ■*  !' 

•  ■  I 

By  what  I  have  faid  above,  i  may  pof- 
libly  incur  the  difpleafure  of  thole  old 
women,  whether  in  petticoats  or  breeches, 
that  retain  an  implicit  faith  in  witchcraft, 
If  it  will  give  them  any  fatisfadtion,  I 
will  fairly  confefs,  that  I  lincerely  with 
there  were  fuch  beings  as  witches ;  be- 
caufe  it  would  be  well,  if  the  devil  was 
more  employed  in  playing  ridiculous 
pranks,  and  had  lefs  leifure  to  corrupt  the 
morals  of  mankind* 


But 
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But  alas  !  the  race  of  witches  are  a  1- 
mod  extindt  in  England ;  and  in  Scot¬ 
land,  I  am  told,  one  Angle  law  has  con¬ 
tributed  a  great  deal  to  the  extirpation  of 
Warlocks  and  Sorcereffes.  It  is,  that  in 
every  parifh,  where  one  of  thefe  is  dif- 
, covered,  the  parfon,  whofe  duty  it  is  to 
teach  his  flock  better,  has  a  heavy  fine 
levied  upon  him.  This  ordinance  is  not 
only  very  wife,  but  very  juft.  Wife,  be- 
caufe  it  will  mod  certainly  anfwrer  the 
end  intended  ;  and  jud,  becaufe  if  a  per- 
fon  receives  a  falary  to  oppofe  and  battle 
the  devil,  if  he  has  neither  courage,  abi¬ 
lity,  nor  fandtity  fiifficient  to  repel  his  in- 
folence,  in  the  didrict  under  his  imme¬ 
diate  care  and  infpedtion,  he  merits  a  di¬ 
minution,  at  lead,  of  that  reward,  to 
which  a  ftricter  attention  to  his  duty, 
and  more  fuccefs,  would  intitle  him. 

It  would  be  an  unpardonable  omiftion, 
was  i  in  this  place  to  negledl  offering  up 
my  wifhes,  that  the  breed  of  tarantulas. 


or 
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or  the  notion  of  them,  for  it  is  all  one, 
were  propagated  in  thefe  dominions,  to 
the  infinite  advantage  of  fiddlers  and  bag¬ 
pipers,  and  to  the  fiipport  of  the  dignity 
of  phyfic,  which  mail  always  rife  in  pro¬ 
portion  as  it  is  involved  in  my  fiery,  and 
is  Iefs  underftood  by  the  vulgar,  who  can 

have  no  bufinefs  to  fee,  hear,  believe, 

»  "" 

comprehend,  or  judge  of  any  one  thing 
they  either  fee}  or  fuffer,  unlefs  it  is  con- 
fiftent  with  the  fyftem,  hypothefis,  or 

theory  of  their  dodtors. 

: 

I  hope  this  digreffion  will  be  the  more 
readily  excufed,  as  it  tends  to  baniih  a 
moil  ridiculous  error  from  the  Purlieus 
of  phyfic ;  an  error  the  more  pernicious, 
as  it  has  been  employed  to  countenance  a 
theory,  the  moft  extravagant  and  abfurd 
of  any  ever  yet  invented,  and  productive 
of  the  moft  difmal  confequences  to  the 
human  fpecies  :  a  theory,  which,  if  not 
feafonably  difcouraged,  will  put  an  end 
to  the  race  of  mankind,  if  not  alfo  to  the 
brute  creation,  without  a  deluge  or  a 

con- 


CANINE  MADNESS*  253 

conflagration  ;  flnce  not  only  apotheca¬ 
ries,  but  every  farrier,  cow-leech,  and 
afs  doctor  in  England ,  will  learnedly  dif- 
cant  upon  diforders  of  the  nerves,  and 
the  nervous  juices,  and  apply  medicines 
accordingly.  And  if  any  phyfician  of  re¬ 
putation,  who  thinks  differently  from  me, 
fhould  call  upon  me  to  give  my  reafons 
publicly  for  thefe  infmuations,  I  fhall 
hold  myfelf  prepared  to  obey  his  com¬ 
mands,  upon  fufficient  notice. 

That  the  reader  may  not  have  the 
trouble  of  turning  over  this  whole  trea- 
tile,  upon  any  fudden  emergency,  for  the 
method  I  would  recommend  for  prevent¬ 
ing  and  curing  Canine  Madnefs ,  I  fhall 
conclude  with  the  directions  I  gave  in 
the  public  papers,  this  fummer,  when 
the  town  was  unufually  alarmed  by  mad 
dogs. 

<tbe 
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The  METHOD  of  CURE. 

RUB  Into  the  part  where  the  wound 
was  received,  a  dram  or  more  of  any  mer¬ 
curial  ointment,  as  foon  as  poffible  after 
the  bite.  That  made  by  rubbing  in  a 
mortar  two  parts  of  hog’s  lard  with  one 
of  crude  Quickfilver  will  do  j  but  equal 
parts  of  hog’s  lard  and  crude  Quickfilver 
will  be  better,  though  it  requires  more 
trouble  to  unite  them  ;  for  great  care 
fhould  be  taken  to  incorporate  well  the 
Quickfilver  with  the  lard.  This  fhould 
be  repeated  every  day  for  a  week  ;  but  if 
it  can  be  done  twice  a  day  without  faliva- 
tion,  it  is  the  better.  The  evening  of  the 
fame  day  let  the  patient  take  the  following 
medicine. 

TAKE  of  c±urpetb  Mineral,  from 
three  to  eight  grains,  according  to  the 
flrength  of  the  patient,  and  the  degree  of 
infection  received,  fo  far  as  can  be  judged 
by  the  bite  ;  Camphire,  an  equal  quan¬ 
tity. 
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tity.  Let  this  be  made  with  any  conferva, 
as  that  of  hips,  into  a  bolus,  or ,  balL 
This  may  poffibly  vomit,  though  the 
Camphire  is  added  to  prevent  it.  The 
dofe  fhould  be  repeated  the  next  evening 
but  one  ;  and  again  after  forty-eight 
hours  interval.  This  cannot  be  done 
without  feme  hazard  of  a  falivation,  es¬ 
pecially  in  feme  conftitutions*  It  muft, 
therefore,  be  watched,  and  upon  the  firft 
approach  of  any  forenefs  of  the  mouth,  or 
Havering,  the  farther  ufe  of  the  medicine 
fhould  be  deferred  till  that  ceafes,  and 
then  be  reaffumed. 

'  .  •  '  :  V> 

About  two  or  three  days  after  the 
iaft  dofe,  if  no  accident  happen  as  to  fa¬ 
livation,  the  patient  fhould  bathe  in  cold 
water  over  head  every  day,  till  the  day 
before  the  next  full  or  new  moon.  And 
that  day  let  the  dofe  of  Turpetb  Mineral 
be  repeated  for  three  times,  as  before 
but  I  think  the  dofe  may  then  be  lefs,  as 
two  or  three  grains.  And  after  the  third 
dofe  let  the  patient  again  bathe  as  before ; 

and 
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and  let  this  method  be  repeated  for  the 
three  or  four  fucceeding  periods  of  the 
moon. 

This  is  the  prefervative  method  for  the 
human  fpecies  $  but  it  will  fucceed  equal¬ 
ly  with  brutes,  though  it  is  impoffible  to 
fpecify  the  exadt  dofes  for  them,  as  feme 
are  large,  and  others  fmall,  and  confe- 
quently  require  larger  or  fmaller  dofes. 
In  general,  for  a  dog  of  a;  moderate  fize,  fix 
or  feven  grains  of  the  T’urpeth  Mineral  are 
fufiicient. 

But  when  any  fymptoms  of  the  di- 
ftemper  begin  to  appear,  fomebody  of  Hull 
fhould  attend  ;  for  then  the  cure  depends 
upon  faturating  the  body,  as  much  as  pof- 
fible,  with  Mercury,  without  railing  a  fa- 
livation  precipitately,  or  fo  as  to  injure  the 
patient.  Therefore  more  Mercury  fhould 
be  rubbed  in,  and  more  frequent  dofes  of 
the  Mr  pet  b  Mineral  fhould  be  exhibited, 
as  not  a  moment  muft  be  loft.  When  this 

method 
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5  f  / 

method  is  purfued,  no  heating  medicines 
fhould  be  given  dn  any  account.  Nervous 
medicines,  therefore,  which  in  general 
excite  heat,  are  to  be  carefully  avoided. 
As  yet  no  inftance  has  come  to  my  know¬ 
ledge  of  a  cure  performed  by  any  of  the 
preparations  of  Opium,  nor  by  Mulk 
without  Mercury. 

The  Tonquin  remedy,  mentioned  above, 
is  in  confiderable  reputation,  and  I  have 
reafon  to  believe,  not  without  deferving  it, 
in  fome  meafure.  The  ufe  of  it,  which  I 
would  recommend,  is  (after  the  preferva- 
tive  method  has  been  duly  purfued)  to  take 
twenty-five  grains  of  the  Native  Cinnabar, 
twenty-five  grains  of  Factitious  Cinnabar, 
and  fourteen  grains  of  the  bed;  Muik,  in  a 
glafs  of  arrack,  the  night  before  feveral  of 
the  fucceeding  great  periods  of  the  moon. 


S 


POST- 
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postscript; 


IITHEN  thefe  £heets  were  very 
VV  near  printed  off,  it  had  not  oc¬ 
curred  to  me,  that  M.  Tauvry ,  in  the 
Hijloire  de  V  Academic  Royal  des  Sciences , 
gives  a  hint,  that  Mercury  might  poffibly 
be  ufeful  in  the  cure  of  Canine  Madnefs . 
He  firft  gives  the  diffeftion  of  a  perfon 
who  died  of  this  diftemper ;  and,  from 
the  appearances,  deduces  a  very  indiffe¬ 
rent  theory.  But  he  fays  afterwards,  that 
this  patient  found  great  relief  after  vo¬ 
miting  plentifully  ;  and  that  probably 
emetics  would  facilitate  the  cure,  if  they 
could  be  retained  long  in  the  ftomach. 
He  adds.  Pent  etre  le  Mercure  en  grande 
quantile  forceroit  il  les  Qbflacles  que  le  Re¬ 
fer  r  erne  nt  des  Veines  apporte  a  la  Circu¬ 
lation .  Perhaps  Mercury  in  a  great  quan¬ 
tity  might  break  through  the  obftacies 
which  the  icontrafrion  of  the  veins  op- 
pcfes  to  the  circulation. 


As  I  have  laid  claim  to  the  merit  of  this 
discovery,  I  am  pleafed  that  I  faw  this  foon 
enough  to  anticipate  any  future  cavils. 


As 
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As  to  my  own  theory,  which  induced 
me  to  try  Mercury  in  this  drftemper,  I 
have  no  great  reafon  to  boaft  of  it  ;  be- 
caufe,  like  moil  others,  it  was  erroneous 
and  falfe.  For  I  apprehended,  that  the 
foam  difcharged  in  large  quantities  from 
the  mouths  of  animals  labouring  under 
Canine  Madnefs,  being  replete  with  very 
poifonous  and  adtive  falts,  nature  (or 
whatever  that  may  be  called,  which  en¬ 
deavours  to  expel  what  is  offenfive  to  its 
own  ceconomy)  was  attempting  a  crifis  by 
the  falivary  glands ;  but  failed  of  that  fa- 
lutary  end,  becaufe  the  extremely  corro- 
five  poifon,  inflaming  the  Fauces ,  Oefo- 
pbagusy  and  ftomach,  excited  a  gangrene , 
before  it  could  be  accomplifhed.  It 
feemed,  therefore,  reafonable  to  believe, 
that  this  poifon  might  pafs  off  inoffen- 
fively,  provided  it  was  diluted  with  a 
greater  quantity  of  * Saliva,  which  copious 
dofes  of  Mercury  feldom  fail  to  throw 
upon  the  glands  of  the  Fauces .  But  when 
I  found  Mercury  cured  the  Biftemper, 
either  with,  or  without  a  falivation,  the 
futility  of  my  Hypdthejis  was  evident ; 
though,  I  confefs,  in  the  cure  of  an  abtual 
Hydrophobia,  I  had  rather  find  the  Mer¬ 
cury  falivate,  than  otherwife. 

S  2  I 
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I  find*  alfo,  I  have  omitted  to  men¬ 
tion,  that  Mr.  Darlue ,  a  phyfician  of  Call- 
ban  in  Provence ,  in  the  years  1747  and 
1748,  either  prevented  or  cured  the  Ca¬ 
nine  Madnefs  in  many  patients,  one  of 
which  was  himfelf,  by  T urpeth  Mineral 
But  of  this  I  have  no  particulars,  all  that 
I  know,  being  from  the  French  editor’s 
preface  to  Frere  du  ChoiJeVs  papers. 

I  remember,  fome  time  ago,  to  have 
read,  either  in  a  news -paper  or  a  Maga¬ 
zine,  fomething  very  arch  and  quaint, 
about  a  young  fellow  at  Edinburgh ,  who 
died  of  an  Hydrophobia ,  after  having  taken 
Calomel  for  the  cure  of  a  venereal  com¬ 
plaint,  by  way  of  objection  to  my  method 
of  cure. 

Dr.  Andrew  Plummer  3  in  the  fixth  vo¬ 
lume  of  the  Medical  Effaysy  relates  the 
cafe  of  a  rakifh  young  fellow,  as  it  ap¬ 
peal  s,  who  died  of  an  Hydrophobia ,  at¬ 
tended  with  very  terrible  circumftances. 
The  doctors  were  told,  by  a  companion 
of  this  young  man,  that  at  the  time  he 
received  the  bite,  he  had  been  taking  Ca¬ 
lomel  for  the  cure  of  a  Gonorrhoea ;  but  in 
a  manner  more  likely  to  do  him  injury, 

than 
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than  fervice.  But  it  by  no  means  appears, 
that  he  took  any  Calomel  after  the  receipt 
of  the  bite.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  cafe 
abovemen tioned  in  fo  irregular  a  fubjedt, 
is  of  no  great  confequence  as  an  objection 
to  the  dodtrine  I  have  endeavoured  to 
fupport,  by  fuch  a  multitude  of  evidences, 

T  he  difficulty  of  giving  the  mad  dog 
a  dofe  of  Turpetb  Mineral ,  I  find,  has 
been  objedted  by  fome  as  an  infuperable 
ebflacle  to  the  method  of  cure  I  recom¬ 
mend  ;  but  there  is  nothing  more  eafy. 
Two  pair  of  couples,  or  one  collar  with 
two  pair  of  chains  to  it,  will  readily  fix  a 
dog’s  head  in  fuch  a  pofition,  as  to  make 
it  impoffible  for  him  to  turn  and  bite  ; 
then  compreffing  the  fkin  of  his  neck, 
with  one  hand,  to  make  him  open  his 
mouth,  a  bail  fixed  to  the  end  of  a  thin 
hazle  flick,  or  whale-bone,  is  thrufl  down 
his  throat  without  any  difficulty. 

t 

Since  the  preceding  fheets  were  print¬ 
ed,  feveral  of  my  friends,  who  have  pe- 
rufed  them,  feem  to  be  of  opinion,  that 
the  bathing  in  cold  water,  after  the  courfe 
of  Mercurials  I  have  enjoyned,  is  an  un- 
neceffary  feverity,  and  fuperfiuous:  becaufe 
they  have  themfelves  prevented  the  Hy¬ 
drophobia 


262  A  TREATISE  ON 

drophohia  by  the  Mercury,  without  any 
bathing  at  all.  For  example,  a  young 
man  in  St.  James’s  market  was  bit  by  a 
mad  dog  in  St.  James’s  Park,  about  five 
years  ago.  He  took  and  applied  the  Mer¬ 
cury,  as  directed  is  now  grown  a  man, 
and  has  never  had  the  lead  fymptom  of 
Canine  Madnefs  ;  and  this  without  ever 
.  bathing. 

All  I  can  fay  to  this  is,  that  I  have 
always  advifed  bathing,  both  for  men  and 
dogs,  by  way  of  prevention,  and  was 
unwilling  to  drop  any  part  of  the  me¬ 
thod  that  has  been  attended  with  fuch 
conftant  fuceds.  But  as  Mercury  has 
.  always  cured  the  Canine  Madnefs,  after 
the  appearance  of  the  fymptoms,  without 
any  bathing,  this  makes  it  probable  it 
might,  alfo,  prevent  it,  without  the  ufe 
of  cold  water. 

I  forgot  to  take  notice  above,  that  I 
look  upon  the  action  of  vomiting  to  be 
extremely  falutary,  when  the  fymptoms 
have  begun  to  manifefi  themfelves,  as  it 
diichanres  from  the  ftomach  the  acrid 
and  poifonous  bile.  Camphire,  therefore, 
in  this  cafe,  ihould  not  be  added  to  the 


CANINE  MADNESS.  263 

1 Turpetb  Mineral  at  lead,  till  the  ftomach 
has  difcharged  itfelf  fufficientiy. 

I  have  frequently  above  taken  notice 
of  a  fpecies  of  inftind  in  dogs,  which  di- 
reds  them  to  avoid  all  intercourfe  with 
One  of  the  fame  fpecies,  that  is  mad.  Ot 
this  the  following  inftance  amounts  to  a 
full  proof. 

A  nobleman,  who  does  every  thing 
with  an  adroitnefs,  that  generally  refults 
from  a  good  underftanding,  was  one  day 
laft  fummer  informed,  that  a  ftrange  mad 
dog  in  his  park  had  bit  fome  of  his  dogs, 
and  that  his  keepers  were  endeavouring  to 
fhoot  him.  This  he  forbid,  and  direded 
that  they  fhould  catch  him  in  a  net. 
This  was  put  in  execution  ;  the  dog  was 
confined,  fo  as  to  render  it  impoffible  for 
him  to  do  any  mifchief,  till  he  died  ex- 
tremely  raving. 

Mean  time,  he  ordered  a  cur  dog  to 
be  procured  at  the  neighbouring  village, 
who  was  confined  three  days  without 
food,  having  only  water  allowed  him. 
Then  a  piece  of  roafted  .veal  was  rubbed  on 
the  mouth  of  the  dead  mad  dog,  and  offer’d 
to  the  half-famifhed  cur.  This  he  would 

not 
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.  not  touch,  but  avoided  it  with  figns  of 
the  utmoft  confternation.  Another  bit 
of  the  fame  veal,  which  had  not  been 
near  the  mad  dog,  was  immediately  after 
offered  him,  and  he  eat  it  very  greedily. 

About  fixteen  years  ago,  I  gave  a  gen¬ 
tleman  the  pamphlet  I  had  fome  few 
years  before  publifhed,  upon  the  bite  of  a 
mad  dog.  He  had  very  foon  after  an  oc~ 
cafion  of  putting  in  practice  the  method 
I  there  recommended,  and  related  to  me 
the  particulars  of  the  cafe.  This  I  did 
not  recoiled:  loon  enough  to  infert  in  its 
proper  place  ;  but  meeting  him  two  days 
ago,  he  put  me  in  mind  of  it,  and  I  judged 
it  proper  to  infert  it  here,  particularly  as 
wounds  in  the  face  and  head,  are  efteem- 
ed  the  mofl:  dangerous. 

.  ■  '■  i')>J  )  }'i  jf?.‘  '  - 

A  man  at  Leatherhead ,  I  think  a  black- 
fmith,  had  a  piece  torn  out  of  his  cheek 
by  a  dog  indifputably  mad.  The  wound 
had  a  very  bad  appearance,  and  a  large  tu¬ 
mor  arofe.  He  took  Turpetb  Mineral . 
The  wound  foon  difcharged  a  black  mat¬ 
ter,  in  large  quantities  :  the  tumor  fub- 
fided  ;  the  wound  healed,  and  he  has 
continued  well  ever  fince. 
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